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Cobb Oxford, Cobb’s Glen, #3, 140 
yds. 7-iron Witnesses Todd Cox, Al 
Groves, Tony Simpson.

David Grant. Pickens, #3, 138 yds. 
7-iron Witnesses Bobby Brothers, Ed 
Parris, William Spearman.

Robert Fullmer, Walker Course, 
#4, 103 yds. 9-iron. Witnesses Barbara 
Fulmer, Nick Wimpey, Larry Mann.

Randy Cole, Southern Oaks, #6, 
175 yds. 4-iron.

Colin Beucler, Walker Course, 
#17, 192 yds. 6-iron. Witnesses Chris 
DuBose, Denny Dillon.

Jonah Smith, Fox Run, #15, 8-iron. 
Witnesses  Joey Clary, Blake Dudley, 
Dillon Epps. 

Upstate AcesUpstate Aces

After playing County Championships, 
Upstate golfers will close out the sum-
mer with a full schedule in August.

The Budweiser Classic, Boscobel, 
August 13-14th. Open to all golfers. 
Individual stroke play format, flighted 
after the first round.

Entries can be made online at www.
boscobelgolfclub.com/budweiser-clas-
sic.

Earl Wooten Memorial, Saluda 
Valley, August 20-21st. The individual 
stroke play tournament is open to all 
golfers and includes a senior division.

The tournament is flighted after the 
first round. Entry can be made by call-
ing the Golf Shop at 864-847-7102.

Upstate Amateur Championship, 
Green Valley, August 27-28th. The 
tournament is open to all amateurs.

The individual stroke play event fea-
tures a Championship Flight and several 
other Flights dependent on field size. 
140 golfers played in last year’s event.

The Buster, The Fort Club, August 
27 - 28th. Ever want a second chance 
at one of your shots? You can at this 
unique format event. It is a stroke play 
tournament where every player is a 
team. In effect golfers can play a second 
ball on any shot.

Flighted after the first round, skins 
game available, entry information at 

In 2010, I traveled to Houston, 
Texas to study under Jim Hardy 
and Chris O’Connell. 

Hardy is a member of the PGA 
Teachers Hall of Fame.

Both Jim and Chris are list-
ed in the Top100 instructors in 
America.

Everything I teach in the long 
game I learned from Jim and 
Chris.  

I am part of their INNER 
CIRCLE instructor group. 

Each year we have a summit 
at Watters Creek where Chris 
teaches in the winter months.  

Our instructor mantra is to 
always get better…always 
improve.

Do You Know?

Mike Carter 

Play Bad on Saturday...Get it Fixed on Sunday
Mike teaches 7 days a week 

at Haas Family Golf
8000 Pelham Rd. Greenville  864-288-0001 

contact Mike directly at 864-616-1937

Coach and 
Professional Instructor

Is your body turn correct?
In this article I want to focus on the 

body turn in the golf swing.

A large percentage of the golfers I see 
at Haas Family Golf over turn the body 
during the backswing.

Most of the problem is caused by an 
improper hip turn.

In an effort to “load up on the right 
side”, the right handed golfer turns the 
left hip almost 90 degrees.

The hips then finish level or parallel 
to the ground.

The shoulders follow the motion of 
the hips and finish level or parallel to 
the ground.

The left arm chases the upper body 
turn and finshes almost parallel to the 
ground.

Gears technology shows that tour 
pros turn the left hip very little during 
the backswing.

Their right hip is a different story. 
The tour pro’s right hip has a huge turn.

To correct the over turning, don’t let 
your hips turn more than 45 degrees in 
the backswing.

Focus on keeping your left knee, hip 
and shoulder lower than their right side 
counterparts.

You will be “tilted” correctly and will 
achieve a much better top of backswing 
angle of approach.

I hope you find this article infor-
mative and helpful. I would love the 
opportunity to work with you on your 
game.

Come see me at Haas Family Golf.
Wishing you fairways and greens.

r?

We want to include your next Hole-In-
One in our Upstate Aces Send your 
name, course, hole number, distance, 
club used and any witness to us at golf-
clubsc@gmail.com

Events you can PlayEvents you can Play The Fort Club golf shop, call 864-543-
2757.

Greater Greer Open, Greer Golf, 
September 24-25th. Entry deadline 
September 8th. Enter at Golf Shop by 
calling 864-877-9279.

With the renovations completed one 
of the areas oldest open championships 
returns to the schedule.

Tournament will include a Senior 
Division.

Three Ways Three Ways 
To Get To Get 

Carolina Carolina 
Golf News.Golf News.

Local Golf InformationLocal Golf Information
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by the
 Palmetto Sports Network,LLC

Founded April 1992

229 Emory Rd
Spartanburg, SC 29307

Stan Olenik  
Editor/Publisher
The Golf Club
(864) 921-5471

golfclubsc@gmail.com

The material contained in this 
publication may not be reproduced 

without the written consent 
of the publisher. All rights reserved.

 Any comments, questions, suggestions 
or inquires concerning advertising 

should be addressed to The Golf Club.

The Golf Club would like your 
tournament results, story ideas, upcoming 

events and golf news.

The Golf Club is free and available 
at over 60 locations in the Upstate 

and Western North Carolina and online as 
a downloadable .pdf file at

www.scgolfclub.com

Jed Blackwell  
Associate Editor/Publisher

The Golf Club
(864) 542-6178

jed@jedblackwell.com

Highway 76   Pendleton    864-646-3991Highway 76   Pendleton    864-646-3991      

All Golfers welcome to play in our daily dogfight at 11amAll Golfers welcome to play in our daily dogfight at 11am

Twilight after 1 pm Twilight after 1 pm 
$29 Monday - Thursday *  $30 Friday - Saturday - Sunday$29 Monday - Thursday *  $30 Friday - Saturday - Sunday

Seniors
$30.00

Monday - Thursday
$31.00 
Fridays

Call the golf 
shop to take 
a lesson from 
our SCGA 
Hall of Fame 
instructor 
Mike Lawrence

Ask About Our Family MembershipAsk About Our Family Membershipwww.boscobelgolfclub.com

Peake wins CGA SC 
Match Play title 

Brown wins Carolinas Amateur
Brown holds off 
USC’s Zeigler for 
CGA championship

Nic Brown, who will play next year at East Carolina, 
won the 108th CGA Amateur championship at the 
Charlotte Country Club. (CGA Photo)

Nic Brown from Wendell, NC held 
off Gamecock golfer Gene Zeigler to 
win the 108th Carolinas Amateur cham-
pionship at the Charlotte Country Club.

Zeigler started the final round with 
a two-shot lead, but a pair of double 
bogeys on the back nine allowed Brown 
to slip into the lead.

Brown, who played college golf 
at Wingate, and will finish his col-
lege career at East Carolina, almost let 
Zeigler back into the lead as he bogeyed 
his last two holes, but was able to hang 
on for a 1-shot victory.

The winner shot rounds of 69-63-69-
71 for a 12-under par 272 total.

Current Clemson golfer Drayton 
Stewart finished in a tie for 7th and 
former Tiger golfer Crawford Reeves 
finished tied for 12th.

Maddie Peake won the CGA South 
Carolina Junior Girls Match Play cham-
pionship at the Orangeburg Country 
Club.

Peake, a Dorman golfer from Pauline, 
carded two straight birdies on 8 and 9 to 
boost her lead over Akiera Sanchez from 
Charleston to 3 up at the turn.

“It boosted my confidence a bunch 
when I birdied those two holes,” Peake 
said. “I was going into No. 10 he added.

Peake went on to win the champion-
ship 4&3.

“I just played my own game. I was 
hitting my iron shots pretty tight and 
made a few putts. I had been getting 
down on myself because I had not won 
much lately, so it feels good to win,” 
Peake said.

Lathrop honored by 
golf administrators

Todds finish on top 
at Laurens Co Am

Walt Todd claimed the Robert Staley 
Laurens County Amateur championship 
at the Lakeside Country Club.

Todd shot a 133 total to win the title. 
Walter Todd Sr. added the Senior title 
to the family’s collection carding a 140 
total for the Senior County title.

The IAGA has 
honored retired 
SCGA Executive 
Director Happ 
Lathrop with their 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Service Award.

Lathrop, who served as the director of 
the SCGA for 42 years, is often referred 
to as Mr. Golf in South Carolina.

Lathrop will be honored on November 
8th, at the IAGA Annual Conference at 
The Grand Hotel Golf Resort and Spa in 
Point Clear, AL.
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The Juniors were introduced to a style of golf they can’t find round the Carolinas, but adapted fast and kept the Watson Cup with a 27-25 victory. You can’t play golf in Scotland without some wind, rain and bagpipes as 
the SC Juniors were presented at opening ceremonies. Members of the winning Watson Cup team included Rowan Sullivan, Jerry Bruns, Luke Walmet, Hugh Faulkner, Adam Hunt, Burch Harrison, Andrew Gregory, Major 
Lenning, Tip Price and team captains Stephen Behr Jr. and Mark Elam. (SCJGA Photo)

The lads kept the Watson Cup
SC Juniors win key 
singles matches to 
keep the Cup 

Chances are the score of the second 
Watson Cup matches may be the last 
thing a team of South Carolina Golf 
Association’s juniors will remember 
from their play in Scotland.

Four year’s ago the SCGA Juniors 
topped their competitors from the East 
Lothian Golf League in Scotland at 
Kiawah Island.

This year the juniors returned the 
Watson Cup matches to Scotland and 
competed at Muirfield, Royal Burgess, 
Giullane and North Berwick, some of 
the oldest and most storied courses in 
the world.

The results of the three days of com-
petition was a 27-25 win for the South 
Carolina Juniors.

“Our guys played great,” said Mark 
Elam, the SCJGA Tournament Director. 
“We put together some good pairings 
and the guys went out and won,” said 
Elam.

Just as it was in Charleston, the 
Watson Cup opened with a bagpipe 
parade and flag raising.

While the South Carolina team 
brought the Cup back to the Palmetto 
State it was not without a battle.

As to the actual golf, the Scottish 
conditions took some getting used to 
for the juniors who had not experienced 
“Links” type golf, especially the kind 
played in Scotland.

The first round was played in bet-
ter than expected weather and the SC 
Juniors jumped out to a big lead in the 
Cup competition.

It didn’t rain on the matches, but it 
did get cold and windy for the round 
at Muirfield and the Scottish juniors 

evened the standings after the second 
day.

“When we played Muirfield it was 
really different,” said Tip Price.”You 
had to punch shots into the wind. You 
couldn’t hit any high wedges to the 
greens,” he added.

Price got to experience one of the leg-
endary pot bunkers on the course.

“It was an experience and it took a 
little getting used to. I think playing 
Murifield again we would all play bet-
ter,” he said.

The matches entered the final singles 
round even and that is when the juniors 
were able to show the depth of the team  
sent to Scotland. 

In a match play event it is sometimes 
hard to determine the exact hole or 
match where the final point is won.

While all the juniors had their 
moments several stood out.

Luke Walmet from Mt. Pleasant led 

the team scoring 8 1/2 points.
Major Lenning from Mauldin gave 

the SC Juniors some breathing room in 
the singles matches.

Price from Greenville anchored the 
final round and shut out his opponent, 
while Jerry Bruns from Beaufort got the 
final clinching victory.

Keep in mind, while the Watson Cup 
was being played, the Scottish Open was 
just starting and the Open at St. Andrews 
was just a week away.

And while the juniors were playing 
practice rounds, some of the parents 
slipped away for some sightseeing.

Hugh Faulkner’s parents, got a car, 
learned to drive on the wrong side of the 
road and took a day to visit St. Andrews.

“It was amazing to see the course and 
everything around it. People were stroll-
ing around, taking pictures, walking 
around the course,” said Nancy Faulkne 

$42 Weekdays   $52 Weekends$42 Weekdays   $52 Weekends
       $30 Seniors (Monday - Friday)       $30 Seniors (Monday - Friday)

North of Boiling Springs off Hwy 9 at Lake Bowen Dam Rd North of Boiling Springs off Hwy 9 at Lake Bowen Dam Rd         

Full Service Full Service 
Restaurant Restaurant 

Banquet FacilitiesBanquet Facilities

Tee Times 864-578-0023Tee Times 864-578-0023
www.woodfinridge.comwww.woodfinridge.comThe most important shot in golf is the NEXT one!The most important shot in golf is the NEXT one!

                                Take your NEXT shot at Woodfin Ridge!                                Take your NEXT shot at Woodfin Ridge! Public WelcomePublic Welcome



Inman golfers sweep up titles at The Blade
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The Upstate’s Friendliest Golf Course

105 
Southern Oaks Dr  

Easley  
864-859-6698

Weekday Senior Special Weekday Senior Special 
$28.00$28.00

Twilight Rate Begins at 1 pmTwilight Rate Begins at 1 pm
$28 Weekday     $33 Weekend$28 Weekday     $33 Weekend

SeniorsSeniors
Play Play 

SundaysSundays
$33 $33 
11am to11am to
12:30pm12:30pm

Book Your 2022 Outing Now!Book Your 2022 Outing Now!
www.southernoaks-golf.comwww.southernoaks-golf.com

Gregory and McCraw 
win division titles at 
Thornblade Club

Andrew Gregory celebrates with his trophy after his win at The Blade. Will McCraw won the 10-12 year old 
title with a birdie putt on the final hole. Both golfers are from Inman, following in the footsteps of college All-
-Americans and aspiring pros Jacob Bridgeman and Trent Phillips. (GolfClub Photos By Gwinn Davis Media)

A pair of junior golfers from Inman  
are following in the footsteps of Jacob 
Bridgeman and Trent Phillips, two All-
Americans who now are PGA Tour 
members who grew up in Inman.

The next generation of outstand-
ing players from northern Spartanburg 
County swept the boys championships at 
this year’s SCJGA Blade Junior.

Gregory holds off Price 
Boiling Springs’ Andrew Gregory 

held off Greenville’s Tip Price for a 
three-shot victory at three-over-par for 
the tournament, but not before a huge 
challenge fell just short.

“I made a lot of pars,” Gregory said. 
“That’s what really kind of kept it going 
today. I wasn’t hitting the ball the best, 
but I made a bunch of clutch putts, and 
that’s what kept me in it.”

Standing on the tee at No. 14, Gregory 
found himself up six shots on Price, his 
nearest competitor. Price had just made 
double-bogey on the par-4 13th, and 
didn’t think much of his chances.

“I thought that put me out of it,” he 
said.

But Price went birdie-birdie over the 
next two holes, Gregory went par-dou-
ble, and suddenly the six-shot lead was 
down to two and the pressure was on.

Gregory responded. He made pars 

on the 16th and 17th, and his bogey at 
18 was no harm, as Price made double 
bogey at the last.

“Those two holes kind of gave me 
some hope, but Andrew played really 
well down the stretch and didn’t give 
me a chance,” Price said. “We’re good 
friends, so it was fun to play with him. 
We were trash talking and joking around 
out there. It was a fight, but it was fun.”

“Tip’s an awesome player,” Gregory 
said. “I love playing with him.”

Gregory said Thornblade’s condition, 
including Sunday BMW Tournament pin 
placements, paired with overcast, breezy 
conditions made Thursday’s round quite 
a test.

“This course is great, and today it was 
so hard, and those pins were so tough it 

was just hard to hit it close.”
Gregory’s putter not only saved the 

day, it was the part of his game he cred-
ited with his wire-to-wire win.

. “I wasn’t really hitting it that close. 
I just made a lot of good putts,” said 
Gregory, who matched Bridgeman with 
a win at The Blade.

McCraw wins 10-12 age title
Will McCraw from Inman, won his 

second major South Carolina Junior 
Golf Association championship this 
summer with a 2-shot victory at The 
Blade Junior.

The format for the youngest golfers 
at the tournament calls for nine holes, 
followed by a two-hour break and then 
another nine holes to complete an 18 
hole tournament.

By Jed Blackwell 
Associate Editor/Publisher

After the first nine holes Connor 
Wolfe, from Columbia, last year’s run-
ner-up, took the lead with a 1-under par 
35.

McCraw was a close second.
The 2022 SCJGA Pee Wee champion 

carded an even par 35 to trail Wolfe by 
a shot and lead Greenville’s Thomas 
DeMint by a shot.

After the break, on McCraw’s sec-
ond hole, a 258 yard par 4, he drove 
the green and then made the putt for an 
eagle, taking him from one behind to 
the lead.

 The 2 on his card turned out to be the 
difference.

After the eagle McCraw made a 
bogey, but he still had a two shot lead.

However, there were still some ner-
vous moments before McCraw signed 
his final scorecard.

“On the last hole, I had about a 3-foot-
er and the nerves were kicking in. When 
the putt fell, a relief sigh just came out 
and that was good,” said McCraw.

Wolfe finished second for the second 
year in a row, one shot in front of three 
golfers who tied at 2-over par 73.

Ty Childers from Gaffney, Kingston 
Linder from Spartanburg and Jack 
Colman from Aiken all finished with a 
2-over par 73.

When asked if his win at the Pee Wee 
or his win at The Blade meant more, 
McCraw had the answer you might 
expect.

“They both feel really good. I love 
golf and this one is pretty big to win,” 
concluded McCraw.
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Support Junior Golf in South Carolina
A Portion of the Fee is contributed to Junior Golf in South Carolina. 

Plates are Available at SC DMV Offices

Put a First in Golf  tag on your vehicle

Apply for a License Plate Today!

go to www.scjgf.org/Fund raising Initiative and Events
License Tag Program

11th Annual Henry Transou Memorial
Junior Classic!

Oct 15th - 16th
Cherokee National GC , Gaffney

Age Group Compeition 
for Boys and Girls Age 8 to 18

Juniors Sign Up Now ForJuniors Sign Up Now For
“The Henry”“The Henry”

Memberships are Available at Cherokee National
Call 864-489-9417

Get Applications online atGet Applications online at
cherokeenationalgolfclub.comcherokeenationalgolfclub.com

click Tournamentsclick Tournaments

Test Your Game Against the Best Juniors in the Carolinas!Test Your Game Against the Best Juniors in the Carolinas!
Our past winners have gone on to be high school champions,Our past winners have gone on to be high school champions,
 earn college scholarship and some are now on the PGA Tour! earn college scholarship and some are now on the PGA Tour!
PAST CHAMPIONS INCLUDE Nathan Franks, Elle Johnson, PAST CHAMPIONS INCLUDE Nathan Franks, Elle Johnson, 

Seth Taylor, Trevor Phillips, Tip Price, Abbie Franks, Seth Taylor, Trevor Phillips, Tip Price, Abbie Franks, 
Brady Hinkle, Kerington Lamb,  Mason Kucia, to name just a few!Brady Hinkle, Kerington Lamb,  Mason Kucia, to name just a few!

Petty is back on top of the world, again!
Spartanburg Jr. wins 
Under Armour World 
Championship

How do you top being a world cham-
pion at just 9 years old?

The answer is simple, you win anoth-
er world title when you are 11 years old.

Davis Petty claimed the 9-11-year-
old age group title at the Under Armour 
Junior Tour World Championships at 
Disney World.

The young golfer from Spartanburg 
was coming off one of his very rare dis-
appointing finishes in a big tournament, 
but found a way to bounce back and win 
an even bigger championship.

“It was one of the first times I can 
remember him having some doubt,” said 
his coach Chip Ridley, who is the PGA 
Professional at The Creek Golf Club. 
“When we got down here to Florida he 
went right to work and he practiced as 
hard as I can remember,” he said.

With the extra quality practice, Petty 
was able to put the disappointment 

at Thornblade in his rearview mirror 
and shot a great opening round on the  
Disney Palm Course.

Petty birdied his first three holes, 
then five of his first seven, and finished 
his first round at 7-under par.

In the final round, Petty built his lead 
to as many as 6-shots.

The 2020 9-year-old US Kids World 
Champion added the Under Armour 
Junior World Championship, with a 
12-under par 132 total for the win.

Petty is one of the most accomplished 
juniors in his age group and he occa-
sionally plays with older juniors in tour-
naments to challenge himself.

Last June, at the Summer Nationals, 
Petty played up an age level, testing his 
game against older and bigger golfers in 
the 12-14 age division.

He also played “up a level” at the 
Future Masters in Dothan, Alabama. He 
finished 14th in the age division, but 
was the top finisher in his age class.

“I want to play against these guys 
now so I will be ready when I get a little 
older,” he said.

While Petty can work on his swing, 
another important part of his develop-
ment will only come with time. 

The 11-year-old looks like an 11 year 
old. The physical development of some 
players he competes with can make age 
group competitions look unfair.

Some seem to have grown a foot 
overnight and others look like they need 
a shave.

“Size is making a difference,” said 
Petty. “Some of the guys were a little 
bigger and could hit the ball longer. I 
know I have to be patient,” he said.

But he also knows, as now the top-
ranked 9-11-year-old golfer in the UA  
Junior Tour national rankings, outstand-
ing play like he displayed in winning 
at Disney World is expected, no matter 
how young you may be.

“After you win people think you are 
supposed to win all the time. There is 
some pressure, but I want to go out 
and play free and have some fun,” said 
the 11-year-old sounding like a veteran 
PGA Tour winner instead of a two time 
11 year old World Champion.
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Morgan... continued on page 18

More fun and more honors for Morgan
Palmer Cup trip and 
another SoCo award 
for Furman Junior

Anna Morgan was having fun repre-
senting the United States at the Palmer 
Cup matches in Geneva Switzerland, 
while back home she was receiving yet 
another honor following her outstanding 
sophomore year at Furman.

Morgan was named the SoCon 
Female Athlete of the Year. The honor is 
presented to the top female athlete in all 
SoCon sports.

The latest award goes along with 
Morgan’s Southern Conference Player 
of the Year Award and All-American 
recognition both on the course and in the 
classroom where she was honored as a 
WGCA All-American Scholar.

The awards and honors follow a col-
lege golf season where Morgan firmly 
placed herself among the best collegians 
in the country.

“I’d be lying to you if I didn’t realize 
this has been an incredible year,” said 
the Lady Paladin rising junior.

Morgan won two college tourna-
ments, played and made the cut at the 
Augusta National Women’s Amateur, 
finished ninth in the NCAA National 
Championship and played in the US 
Open, and has just returned to her home 
in Spartanburg to get ready to play in 
another tournament.

Her trip to Switzerland as a mem-
ber of the American team facing an 
International team for the Palmer Cup 
was interesting and fun.

“I had never been to Europe before 
so it was something new. It turned out 
I was on the same flight with Rachel 
Kuehn from Asheville who plays at 
Wake Forest,” said Morgan.

Morgan and Kuehn, who was playing 
in her fourth Palmer Cup, have com-
peted with each other in US Kids and 
Carolina Golf Association tournaments 
for as long as Morgan can remember.

“We talked about playing in junior 
tournaments and never imagined we 
could someday play in a tournament like 
this and represent our country,” Morgan 
recalled.

The Palmer Cup teams were made up 
of twelve men and twelve women. This 
year the US women’s team was coached 
by Kory (Thompson) Henkes, the Ole’ 
Miss coach who grew up in Easley and 

played at USC.
“We played a practice round, a 

College-Am with the members, and 
three days of golf with 36 holes on one 
day,” she said.

The Palmer Cup competition was 
played at Golf Club De Geneve with the 
Alps in the background. 

“It had pretty tight fairways and the 
greens rolled quickly, The course was in 
great condition and the food was amaz-
ing,” she said.

With the best college players in the 
world, there were no easy matches.

“It was a grind. You wanted to play 
really good golf and still have fun. You 
wanted to give yourself a chance against 
these great players,” she said.

The US team ended up on the wrong 
end of a 33 to 27 score to the International 
Team, but Morgan closed out her experi-
ence with a dramatic singles win.

Morgan was playing Kajsa Arwefjall 
from Sweden who plays for NCAA DII 
power Dallas Baptist.

The match between the two was even 
until Morgan went 1 up on her 14th hole.

“I had not been putting well all week, 
but I finally got it going and got the 
lead,” said Morgan.

When the golfers got to 17 Morgan 
still had a one-shot lead, but Arwedall 
had a good look at a birdie to square the 
match.

Morgan was on the green, but 40 feet 
away.

“I thought I could make a birdie 
from there. I can’t say I was thinking of 
knocking it in, but when I hit it I first 

Anna Morgan from Spartanburg played in the Palmer Cup matches in Switzerland  and while she was gone 
the Lady Paladin golfer was named the SoCon female athlete of the year. In Geneva, Morgan and long time 
friend Rachel Keuhn had fun being part of the Palmer Cup team.

Stop in and say hello!

New Name, New Owners, New Look, & New Attitude!

Cole Patterson, PGA Pro & GM
John Franklin, Superintendent

18 Hole Championship Course 
Grill & Lounge - Full Beverage Service

Re-Grip it and Rip-It
Complete 

Club 
Repair 
Service

Rates
$34 Weekdays

After 2 pm $28
$40 Weekend

After 2 pm $38 
Seniors

$30 Weekdays
After 2 pm $24

$40 Weekends
After 2 pm  $34

Tee Times 864-543-2757   2816 Golf Course Rd   Ninety Six, SC   www.fortclub96.com

Fully Stocked Golf ShopFully Stocked Golf Shop

Now In Stock! The Fort Club Logo ApparelNow In Stock! The Fort Club Logo Apparel

Come and Play in Our
BUSTER TOURNAMENT

August 27th
Individual Captain’s Choice, Stroke Play, 
Flighted  Call the Golf Shop to Register
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The Anderson University golf team 
held an invitational last week, not on 
their home course at Cobbs Glen, but 
instead at the Rumbling Bald Resort’s 
Apple Valley course.

It was supposed to be the CGA 
Women’s Four-Ball championship, but 
it ended as an intra-squad scrimmage 
for four members of the Anderson 
University golf team.

Four Trojan golfers, who helped 
Anderson University to its first appear-
ance in the NCAA DII National 
Championship, played like a national 
championship was on the line.

Jessica Rathbone, a first-team NCAA 
Division II All-American and her 
Anderson University teammate Emma 
Charles, who was half of the winning 
team in the 2019 championship, came 
from ninth place to force a playoff and 
go on to win the CGA Championship.

The two Anderson teammates caught 
up with another pair of Trojan golfers, 
Kennedy McGaha and Kerington Lamb, 
who held the first round lead after shoot-
ing a 6-under par 66.

“After packing up in the hotel we told 
ourselves, let’s just shoot a red number 
today and we can make it into the top-
5,” said Charles. “And if we could do 
that we would be fine,” she said.

Rathbone and Charles didn’t just get 
into the red numbers, they got deep into 
the red numbers.

After a good front nine, Rathbone and 
Charles saw that they had closed the gap 
on the leaders.

“We were 2-under on the day and 
only five strokes back and we realized 
we could actually try and make a run for 
this. Then the putts just started to drop 
on the back-nine and we got into a good 
groove,” said Charles.

With the substantial difference in 
first-round scores, Rathbone and Charles 
were more than an hour ahead of the 
leaders on the course.

McGaha and Lamb finished their first 
nine holes at even par, but ahead of them 
Rathbone and Charles were closing in.

Charles did most of the damage with 
a hot putter carding birdies on Nos. 10, 
11, 14, 15, 16 and 17.

Rathbone finished out the run with 

a birdie on 18 to post a final-round 
9-under par 63 and stand at 8-under par 
for the tournament.

And then the two had to wait for 
McGaha and Lamb to finish.

On the back-nine, McGaha and Lamb 
carded birdies on Nos. 10, 13 and 14. 
With a bogey on No. 15, they came into 
No. 18 at 8-under-par, tied for the lead 
with Charles and Rathbone.

“We were just calling some of our 
teammates telling them about our 63 and 
then we checked live scoring while we 
watched them par No. 18 and we real-
ized we were going into a playoff with 
our friends,” said Rathbone.

The four Anderson golfers had played 
their practice round together so when 
the playoff started it seemed like fun for 
the four teammates, but it got serious 
quickly.

“We are so competitive at school so it 
was like a switch flipped from laughing 
on the tee box to getting back into com-
petitive mode as soon as we teed off,” 
said Rathbone.

The four played the first two playoff 
holes even and went back to the ninth 
hole for the second time.

Rathbone’s second shot ended up 
8-feet from the hole. When she rolled in 
her birdie putt she earned a share of her 
first CGA Championship while Charles 
added another to her resume.

“There were so many great players 
out here and I just feel really thankful to 
win in this field and in one of my first 
four-ball events. This win is just really 
special and I am happy to do it with her 
(Charles),” she said.

Trojans win the “Anderson Invitational”
Four Anderson golf-
ers played off for 
CGA Four-Ball title

Four Anderson University golfers playd off for the CGA Women’s Four-Ball Championship at the Rumbling 
Bald Resort’s Apple Valley Course. The team of Jessica Rathbone and Emma Charles (left) won the champi-
onship in a three-hole playoff over teammates (right) Kennedy McGaha and Kerington Lamb. Rathbone gives 
a thumbs up after she and Charles shot a 9-under par final round to force the playoff. (CGA Photos)
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Johnson wins Florida state championship
Spartan High grad 
cards 65 in final 
round for state title 

By Jed Blackwell
Associate Editor-Publisher
On the 12th hole of the Florida State 

Golf Association’s Women’s Stroke 
Play Championship, the father of Elle 
Johnson’s playing partner had a couple 
of words for Johnson.

“He told me if I could make a couple 
more birdies, I had a chance to win this 
thing,” the former Spartanburg High 
School and current Florida State golf-
er said. “I knew I was close, but there 
really wasn’t anywhere to look at the 
scores.”

Turns out, the advice was spot-on.
Johnson birdied the 13th and 15th 

holes coming home, firing a back-nine 
34 to go with a sizzling 31 on the front 
for a final-round 65 and a three-day total 
of 209, beating Jillan Bourdage by two 
strokes to win the title.

Johnson did have one blemish coming 
down the stretch, a bogey at the 18th.

“I missed a seven-footer for a 64,” 
she said.

The 65 was plenty, setting a course 
record at the Coral Creek layout in 

Placida. She didn’t know that record 
was in play, either.

“Somebody told me after the round 
that it was the course record,” she said. 
“I had no idea.”

Johnson won the event with a solid 
tournament from tee to green. She said 
Saturday’s even-par 72 could have 
turned into the kind of round that she 
produced on Sunday.

“I played really well the second day, 
I just missed a lot of short putts,” she 

explained. “I was hitting it close, but 
nothing was falling. I couldn’t make 
anything. I played really similarly on 
Sunday, and finally made some putts. 
My ball-striking was really good, I hit 
every green but one, I put some inside 
10 feet, and the putter was working.”

That’s certainly a recipe for success. 
It’s also a fine finish for a solid few 
months for Johnson. She helped the 
Seminoles to a regional championship 
and a berth in the NCAA Championship 

Tournament. There, Florida State 
advanced to the match play portion of 
the event for the first time in school his-
tory before falling to Texas A&M 3-2. 
One of the two wins for the Seminoles 
was Johnson’s 3&2 victory.

“I had a pretty good spring,” Johnson 
said. “I had a good off-season, I played a 
lot in the spring, and I played well. I got 
the opportunity to play in the national 
championship, played well all but one 
day, and won my match in match-play.”

Still, Johnson said it was good to lift 
the big trophy.

“It feels pretty good,” she said. “I 
haven’t won in a while. It was nice to 
get a win.”

Johnson capped her July with a 
change of scenery. She announced she’s 
transferring to Ole Miss, where she’ll 
have two years to complete her colle-
giate career with the Rebels.

“I loved my time at FSU and am 
grateful for the opportunities it gave 
me. I look forward to new experiences 
in Oxford. I went to visit the campus 
and fell in love with the practice facility 
and the coaches. I chose to continue 
my career at Ole Miss as it allows me 
to use my extra Covid year to develop 
my golf game while getting a degree in 
Biological Science,” said Johnson.

Elle Johnson, a FSU rising senior from Spartanburg won the Florida Golf Association Women’s stroke play 
championship. Johnson established a new women’s course record with her final round 65 at the Coral Creek 
Club in Placida. Fl. (FSGA Photo)

Outfitting Golfers from Beginners to Pros for 45 years!

133 Southport Rd. (295 By-Pass, 1/4 mile past Fudruckers on the left) Spartanburg 29301  (864) 576-7120  M-Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Schedule a TRACKMAN fitting session OnLine
www.295bypassgolf.com

    Check our website
www.295bypassgolf.com
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Messimer... continued on page 22

Messimer wins again and again and again

Madison Messimer from Myrtle Beach is collecting trophies at a pretty 
good clip. She added her second WSCGA Junior championship and a 
few weeks before was the CGA Women’s champion

CGA Women’s champion 
adds second WSCGA Girls 
title to her list of wins

 The trophies keep getting bigger and so do the wins 
for Myrtle Beach junior golfer Madison Messimer.

The 15 year old finished on top of two important 
tournaments in about a month adding to an impressive 
list of wins and honors.

Messimer’s latest wins came as she defended her 
2021 Women’s South Carolina Golf Association’s 
Junior Championship at Myrtle Beach.

Messimer had a 9-shot lead at the end of the first 
round that got bigger after the next two rounds as she 
won by 22 shots. 

Messimer’s 16-under par 200 total set WSCGA 
scoring records for a round and for the three day total 
as well as the lowest 3-day score for women and came 
within 2-shots of tying the men’s record at Acadian 
Shores.

“I’m excited to win. I’ve worked hard and I’m glad 
to see it paying off,” said Messimer.

It was her short game that she believes has been 
making a difference.

“I hit a lot of my iron shots close to the hole, espe-
cially my wedges and I made a lot of putts,” she said.

Even with a big lead and calling on the experience  
she gained winning the tournament the year before,  
Messimer still had to calm some nerves.

“I was pretty nervous. I knew I had a big lead, but 
I just tried to play my own game and make as many 
birdies as I could,” she said.

At the start of June, the Myrtle Beach High School 
golfer won a Carolinas Major championship, playing 
against a  field of mostly college golfers and veteran 
amateurs at Yeamans Hall in Charleston, 

Messimer birdied her 17th hole while leader MK  
Talledo struggled and regulation ended in a tie forcing   

a playoff.
“I have been in playoffs before. I was really ner-

vous, but I have won every playoff I have been in so 
that made me feel better,” Messimer said.

On the playoff hole Messimer’s third shot was a 
wedge to within birdie range and she won the playoff 
when her birdie put dropped.

“It was different playing with the older girls, but 
during the practice round I felt good about the course 
and I felt like I could play my own game and could 
score well on the course,” she said.

The two significant wins in less than a month go 
along with last year’s South Carolina High School 
League AAAA individual championship and her first 

WSCGA Junior.
“I’ve been excited to play with better girls, I think 

it makes me better and that will give me some more 
chances to win,” she said.

While Messimer may be a relatively new name 
to followers of junior golf in the Palmetto state, she 
has piled up bunches of wins before she became old 
enough to play high school golf and compete in CGA 
and WSCGA events. 

In 2020 she won the Peggy Kirk Bell Tour’s Order 
of Merit in the Future National Division.

The year she was honored she won 7 of 10 tourna-
ments on the schedule.

After trying some other sports when she was much 
younger her father remembers that his daughter and 
golf seemed to be the right fit.

“We tried gymnastics and a few other sports, but 
she took to golf,” said Jonathan Messimer. “So over 
a couple of years she got more involved,” he recalled.

Messimer began working with instructor Ted Frick 
at the Classic Swing Golf School in Myrtle Beach and 
has benefited from his instruction over the years.

“He has helped me so much with my putting and the 
mental part of my game,” she said.

And the mental part of Messimer’s game looks as 
strong as her wedge play.

“When she is playing you can’t tell if she is mak-
ing a birdie or a bogey,” said Clarissa Childs, the 
Executive Director of the WSCGA. “She is so steady 
and nothing seems to bother her,” she added.

Her recent play caught the eye of the Rolex Junior 
Girls Championship. She was invited to play in the 
event at The Loxahatchee Club in Jupiter Florida.

Her Carolinas Women’s championship came 
along with an invitation to the prestigious Sea Island 
Women’s Amateur in July.

Messimer’s success has meant making some dif-
ficult decisions on where and how often to play this 

PUBLIC WELCOME! COME PLAY TODAY!PUBLIC WELCOME! COME PLAY TODAY!

400 N. Hwy 25 By-Pass, Greenville 864-294-2690 400 N. Hwy 25 By-Pass, Greenville 864-294-2690         

Come Play your next round at the Come Play your next round at the 
Furman University Golf Course!Furman University Golf Course!
Championship Design - Practice RangeChampionship Design - Practice Range

Traditions Grill - Professional InstructionTraditions Grill - Professional Instruction
            Four sets of Tees & PGA Family CourseFour sets of Tees & PGA Family Course
           Online Tee Time Booking             Online Tee Time Booking  
                      Walking Rates                      Walking Rates

 Golfweek Magazine ranks Furman as a top  Golfweek Magazine ranks Furman as a top 
University course you can play!University course you can play!

BOOK ON LINE anytime at WWW.FURMANGOLFCLUB.COMBOOK ON LINE anytime at WWW.FURMANGOLFCLUB.COM
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Pam Prescott’s success on the golf 
course has come along with a few prob-
lems, some big and others not so big.

Prescott qualified to play in two 
USGA National championships. She 
wasn’t sure where one tournament is or 
how to get to the other one in Alaska.

Qualifying for the two national cham-
pionships has also caused some smaller 
problems for the Southern Oaks mem-
ber, but none have been able to dampen 
the excitement of playing in a pair of 
major events.

“It is exciting to be able to play 
in these national tournaments,” said 
Prescott. “Exciting, but expensive too, 
especially going to Alaska,” she said.

The girls’ golf coach at Powdersville 
High School shot a 78 at The Woodcreek 
Club in Elgin, to finish third and earn 
a second straight trip to the Senior 
Women’s Amateur.

“I was playing okay, but I ended 

up bogeying the last three holes and I 
thought that would have knocked me out 
of it,” said Prescott.

Instead her score was just 2-shots 
behind the top qualifier and two shots in 
front of the last qualifier.

“When I found out I made it again 
this year I was pretty excited, but then 

when I realized it was in Alaska, I won-
dered how in the world am I going to get 
there,” she said.

As it turns out there is a direct flight 
from Atlanta to Anchorage and Prescott 
is at least set to get there. Where she 
stays was another small problem.

“We were one of the last qualifiers 

and the USGA sends out hotel infor-
mation as you qualify. Being last, there 
wasn’t much left when we got our infor-
mation,” she said.

Prescott has played at a championship 
level in WSCGA and CGA events since 
her breakout win at the 2018 WSCGA 
Senior Championship.

Prescott also won the CGA Senior 
Women’s championship and been a 
runner-up in the same event. She has 
become a regular top-10 finisher in big 
Carolinas tournaments.

“I guess I’ve gotten better as I’ve 
gotten a little older. I’m not sure why, 
but I am playing pretty well right now,.” 
she said.

Prescott qualified for a second 
national championship, the US Senior 
Women’s Open, by finishing fourth in 
the qualifying tournament at the Country 
Club of Salisbury.

“The course was perfect and I hit the 
ball probably as good as I ever have,” 
she said.

Prescott posted a 73 and will be 
one of a handful of amateurs at NCR 

Prescott qualifies for two USGA nationals
Powdersville’s golf 
coach to compete in 
Senior Am and Open

Powdersville High School girls golf coach Pam Prescott has qualified to play in the USGA Senior Open and 
USGA Senior Amateur. David League has been her caddy for qualifying and will be on the bag at the two 
national championship. 

Prescott... continued on page 18
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Nelson Dickson didn’t know if he’d even make the 
field for the Spartanburg County Amateur, but by the 
end of the weekend he not only made the field, but also 
made some history with a playoff win.

Dickson, who was the 6th alternate before the tour-
nament began  at Three Pines Country Club, became 
only the third golfer in the over 50 year history of the 
Spartanburg and Greenville Amateur championships to 
win both titles.

“This is awesome. Winning the Spartanburg County 
and the Greenville County is really cool,” said the for-
mer USC Upstate golfer.

Dickson waited five hours on the first day of the 
tournament just to see if a spot would open for an 
alternate.

“I was up to the second alternate so I just brought 
my lap top along and did some work while I waited,” 
said Dickson

Unfortunately, a golfer had to withdraw because of a 
positive covid test and Dickson was in the tournament.

“I had just enough time to hit a couple of drives and 
a few iron shots and get to the tee,” he said.

The first round set the pace for the 50th annual 
County Amateur as Dickson eagled his second hole 
and finished with a 7-under par 65.

Before the final scores were posted  former Wofford 
golfer Dustin Adair had matched Dickson for the lead.

In the second round Adair took over the lead with a 
3-under par 69 while Dickson carded an even par 72 to 
fall back to fourth place.

“I was just trying to get it in the house, nothing was 
going right. The breaks I got the first day. It was just 
the opposite in the second round,” said Dickson. 

Three time champion Kevin Roberts shot a second 
straight 4-under par 68 and two time champion Robbie 
Biershenk matched Roberts and started the final round 
2-shots behind the leader.

Dickson, was the final member of the final four-
some and had to make up three shots to catch Adair. 

“I just had to stay patient. Dustin got out to such 
a hot start. I decided to just play my game and try to 
make some birdies where I could. I made three in a 
row on 9, 10, and 11, and that tied it up and gave me a 
chance,” he said.

Dickson saved par with an eight-footer on the 17th, 
setting up a wild finish to regulation play on 18.

Dickson’s approach was long and right, while Adair 
flew the green, but only had about 30 feet to get down 
in two. 

“I hit a 60-degree wedge,” Dickson laughed. “I 
thought in the style of the British Open, I’d hit one 
that bounced up there. I was too scared to play a flop 
shot,” he said.

Dickson’s resulting up-and-down cemented the tie 
and sent the leaders to the 10th tee as both finished at 
11-under-par 205. 

“Nelson hit some really good shots, made a lot of 
birdies, and I didn’t,” Adair said. “I made a few on the 
front, but it was kind of a grind on the back. He made a 
couple of incredible up-and-downs. On 18, I hit a great 
drive, a good second shot, but he got it up and down,” 
offered Adair.

The showdown continued in the playoff. 
Dickson left his approach just off the front of the 

green, but Adair’s was short and right, at the base of a 
hill in front of the green.

“The second shot was atrocious,” Adair said. “That’s 
a tough pin location, you don’t want to be behind the 
hole. But where I ended up, I had a decent lie, and at 
that point it’s all or nothing. I hit it solid, and it landed 
where it was supposed to.”

His pitch was perfect, nearly going in before settling 
about four feet away. 

That put the pressure squarely back on Dickson, 
who had to hole his putt from off the green for the win, 
or two-putt to force a make from Adair.

Dickson’s second shot was a pitching wedge and it 
needed another two-feet of carry to make the green.

After watching Adair almost hole his third shot, 
Dickson’s putt wobbled out of the fringe, straightened 
out and went in the hole for the win.

“The putt was right up the hill, left to right, and if 
you’re gonna have a putt to win it, it’s not going to 
get much better than that. I wanted to at least get it 
there. I just tried to get the line, and luckily, I did,” 
said Dickson.

While Dickson and Adair were battling shot-for-
shot coming down to the wire, defending champion 
Trevor Phillips shot a final-day 5-under 67 to move up 
into a tie for third with Kevin Roberts. 

The win put Dickson in rare company, as one of 
only three men to win both the Spartanburg County 
and Greenville County Amateurs. 

Dickson won the Greenville Amateur at The Preserve 
at Verdae last year.

With the win he joined Tommy Biershenk, Sr. and 
Mike Gravely as the only golfers to win both County 
Amateurs. 

He’s also the only man to hold both titles at the 
same time. 

Though a schedule conflict will keep him from 
defending his title, the reigning Greenville County 
champion was in possession of both titles for about 
two weeks.

The thrilling finish was a fitting end to Dickson’s 
week as he went from an alternate to a champion.

“You’re never out of it. I looked like I was out of it 
early, but I kept plugging along, kept to my game and it 
worked out,” concluded the 2022 Spartanburg County 
Champion.

Dickson wins playoff for Spartanburg Am
Only the third golfer to 
win the Spartanburg and 
Greenville Amateur titles
By Jed Blackwell 
Associate Editor/Publisher

The Spartanburg County Amateur championship is conducted by 
First Tee Upstate which uses the proceeds from the tournament for 
the operations of First Tee in Spartanburg and Cherokee Counties.

The tournament was sponsored by Delaney’s Irish Pub in 
Spartanburg and Budweiser of Spartanburg and Michelob Ultra, the 
official beer of the PGA Tour. 

Nelson Dickson (above) celebrates his birdie putt to win the playoff with 
Dustin Adair for the 50th Spartanburg County Amateur Championship.
Adair (below) came within inches of holeing his pitch from below the 
green in the playoff. (GolfClub Photos by John Byrum)

See Dickson’s winning putt and hear from the new 
Spartanburg County champion along with full field scores 

at www.scgolfclub.com
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Ferrell wins Greenville Co. Am

Garland Ferrell celebrates his winning par putt on the final hole at 
the Greenville County Amateur. Ferrell won his second county champi-
onship by a shot over Robbie Biershenk (below) who led the first two 
rounds of the championship at Fox Run Country Club. (GolfClub Photos 
by Gwinn Davis Media)

The Greenville County Golf Association honored long time tournament 
director Robbie Gravley with induction into the Greenville County Golf 
Hall of Fame. (GolfClub Photo by Gwinn Davis Media)

16 years after first Greenville 
title, Ferrell shoots 17-under 
to win second County Am

The second day leaders in the Greenville County 
Amateur Championship had their final-round tee times 
moved to mid-morning to avoid a predicted weather 
system that never materialized.

Unless you count Garland Ferrell raining birdies.
Ferrell birdied the first four holes at Fox Run on 

Sunday, finished the front nine at five-under for the day, 
and made some clutch shots coming down the stretch 
to overtake second round leader Robbie Biershenk and 
claim his second Greenville County title.

“You couldn’t expect Robbie to come back to the 
field, so you had to go get it or it was going to be his. 
My swing was good and I was putting the ball well, if 
I could control my emotions I knew it was going to be 
a good day,” said Ferrell.

He did and it was as the former Furman golfer shot 
a final round 65 to hold off Biershenk for the title with 
a three-day total of 17-under par.

“I made a putt on the first hole, and then I stuffed it 
on the next three,” he said. “I had an 8-iron from the 
middle of the fairway on No. 5 and parred it. It was a 
dream start,” he said. 

Biershenk, who made 16 birdies over the first two 
days and led both rounds, had a couple of shots left in 
the bag on Sunday. 

Bogeys on the first and sixth holes around a birdie 
at 5 left him one-over on the front and out of the lead

On the back nine, Biershenk got his birdie machine 
going, in fact, both golfers put a bunch of red numbers 
on their scorecards.

Biershenk birdied 10, 11, 13, and 14 to get right 
back in the hunt. Meanwhile, Ferrell birdied 13, 15, 
and 16 to keep a slim lead.

The 16th hole proved crucial. 
Ferrell was short and left with his second shot, but 

got up and down for a birdie on the par 5. 
Biershenk’s shot from the right rough to the green 

was amazing, but his tricky birdie putt slid past the 
hole, and Ferrell led by two with two to play.

“I should have been able to make a couple of birdies 
on 16,” said Biershenk, who played the par 5 at one-
over for the week. “It was a problem all week. It killed 
me that I couldn’t find a way to play it.”

Ferrell gave one back at the 17th, after his par putt 
wouldn’t go and Biershenk two-putted for a par of his 
own and cut the lead to just one shot going to the final 
hole.

“When Robbie missed and I made, going two-up, 
that’s a good lead,” Ferrell said. “I’ve been playing 
good golf, and I just tried not to think about the out-
come as much as just keep playing good golf.”

Both players hit irons off the 18th tee. 
“I rolled into a big divot in the fairway and I wasn’t 

sure what it was going to do,” Biershenk said. “I didn’t 
want to leave it short, and I hit it harder to get it out, 
but it went over the green.” 

Ferrell’s second shot just made the putting surface 
and left the leader with over 30 feet to the pin. 

That produced a little drama, as Ferrell’s first putt 
rolled 12 feet by, while Biershenk’s chip checked up 
nicely just a couple feet from the hole. 

“The closest I came to a three-putt all week was on 
the final hole. I thought the first putt was going to be 
a lot slower than it was, and it kind of got away from 
me,” Ferrell said.

With his 1-shot lead, Ferrell lined up his par-saving 
putt with the confidence he gained from a good week 
of putting and also knowing a miss would not cost him 
the championship.

“I’d been putting good all week, so if the worst 
thing was a head-to-head playoff, it’s not the worst 
thing in the world. I wasn’t going to lose on that hole. 
I just trusted in what I’d been doing.”

Ferrell rolled his 12-foot par putt into the hole for a 
5-under par 67 and the win.

Finishing second was disappointing, but Biershenk 
was not disappointed with his play.

He led the first two rounds, shot 16-under par and 
had a chance for the win on the final hole.

“I played good, and when someone plays better and 
shoots a 65 to beat you, you just tip your cap and con-
gratulate them,” he said.

Ferrell won his first title 16 years ago at Pebble 
Creek. He shot a 6-under par 30 on the final 9-holes 
for a 5-shot win.

“Greenville County has so many good players, it 
is a tournament you should be proud to win. I never 
dreamed it would take 17-under par to win with people 
nipping at your butt. To win is pretty special,” said the 
2022 champion.

Kyle Turner held off 
a Sunday charge by for-
mer Greenville Amateur 
Champion Yancey 
Johnson to claim the 
senior title at Fox Run.

On the last day Turner 
finished with a 2-under 
par 70 while Johnson, the 
2016 County Amateur 
champion, shot an 8-under 
par 64 to pull within two 
shots of Turner.

First round leader 
Nance finished in third 
place with Ron Clontz 

Turner wins Greenville Co 
Senior championship

By Jed Blackwell 
Associate Editor/Publisher

See highlights and an interview with Ferrell along with 
full field scores from the Greenville County Amateur

 at www.scgolfclub.com

and Mike Caprio tied for 
fouth.

Tournament host, Fox 
Run Country Club won  
the Allison Cup.
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Public Welcome!Public Welcome!

Voted the #1 Collegiate Golf Course Voted the #1 Collegiate Golf Course 
in the US by Golf Advisor.in the US by Golf Advisor.

The home of the Greenville Drive 
First  is once again set to play host to a 
group of Greenville drivers.

First Tee Upstate will again host 
The Links at Fluor Field, an event that 
sees the downtown Greenville base-
ball stadium turned into a giant driving 
range. This year’s event will take place 
October 14 and 15, and will feature a 
change in format.

Last year, there were six areas from 
which golfers hit three shots each, giv-
ing them 18 holes of competition. This 
year is a more traditional driving range 
set up.

“Golfers will be able to hit from 
bays for one hour, with as many shots 
in the hour as they want,” said First Tee 
Executive Director Michael Pius. “Four 
players are included with each tee time, 
with an extra fee for two additional 

players.”
Tee time reservations are expected 

to be available for players beginning in 
August.

There will be a putt-putt experience 
throughout the stadium’s concourse, and 
the Champions’ Club will offer a private 
space with a bay for corporate outings.

Pius said the new format makes it 
possible for even more golfers to take 

part.
“We had two-thirds of the tee times 

full last year, with more than 200 golf-
ers,” he said. “This year, the capacity 
is doubled in the same amount of time. 
Hopefully, even more people will be 
able to take advantage of that.”

The fun won’t stop when the sun goes 
down. In the evening hours, the event 
will turn into glow golf, powered by 

GlowVibe Golf.
The event also has a new title spon-

sor, as Jeff Lynch has signed on to spon-
sor the event. Mark Lynch, president of 
the appliance and TV center, said the 
decision was an easy one.

“The fact that First Tee makes the 
sport accessible and available to anyone 
who wants to try and shares the lessons 
and blessings the game can bring is 
awesome,” he said. “It’s a fantastic vehi-
cle for teaching core values to kids. It 
teaches self-confidence, it reaches them 
during what can be a vulnerable time 
during the afternoons, it provides men-
torship, and it teaches them to be con-
fident. It’s just a fantastic organization. 
These kids are the future of our country 
and of our neighborhoods, and this is a 
wonderful opportunity to support them.”

Orange Whip Golf and Fitness is 
a Warmup Area Sponsor, while Tee 
Line Sponsors include World Finance, 
Diamonds Direct, Corbin Turf and 
Ornamental Supply, and Carolina Home 
Painting.

Full details are available at www.
firstteeupstate.org/thelinks.

Swinging for the fences at Fluor Field
Put the bats away 
and bring your clubs 
to the Links at Fluor

Golfers will be able to swing for the fences when First Tee Upstate hosts The Links at Flour Field for the 
second year. The fund raiser for First Tee Upstate will take place on October 14-15th. (GolfClub Photo)

By Jed Blackwell 
Associate Editor/Publisher



August 2022 Page 15The Golf Club

Holder... continued on page 22

Holder transfers back home to Clemson

 Chloe Holder is returning home to 
continue her college golf career.

The Wren High School grad, was one 
of the top golfers in the state two years 
ago and accepted an offer to play at 
Augusta State.

After a year with the Jaguars, Holder 
entered the NCAA Transfer Portal and 
found an opportunity to play for her 
home town team at Clemson.

“I put my name in and once it was 
cleared I had some opportunities to eval-
uate,” she said.

The interest Clemson showed imme-
diately caught Holder’s eye, but there 
were other schools interested in having 
her join their programs.

“There were some nice teams that 
wanted me to consider them. I could 
see going to a couple of them, but the 
chance to be back home made the differ-
ence,” she said.

Holder brings a full season of college 
golf experience with her to Clemson.

Not only did she play the year for the 
Jaguars, she also put a college win on 
her resume early in her career. 

Holder won the Mercedes-Benz 
Intercollegiate in Knoxville.

The tournament field included a 
umber of Power-5 conference teams and 
many that played in the NCAA tourney.

“It was between awesome and unbe-

Wren grad joins two 
new Tigers from SC 
in the fall 

As a Junior Holder (l) won CGA, SCGA and WSCGA Major Championships  and finished her high school 
career as a South Carolina state champion.  As a college golfer (r) at Augusta State she won her first college 
tournament and was named the freshman of the year in the Southland Conference. (GolfClub Photo)

lievable,” said Holder at the time. “I 
didn’t have any expectations for myself 
in my first tournament and I think that 
helped me just stay within myself and 
play my game,” she said.

Holder finished 4-shots in front of the 
field and her second round 4-under par 
67 was the low round of the tournament.

Holder helped her team win the 
Southland Conference title and play in 
an NCAA Regional.

Holder was named the Southland 
Conference Freshman of the Year.

“I had a good experience at Augusta, 
but the chance to come and play at home 
was too good to pass up,” she said.

Being close to her family and her 
swing coach, Tommy Biershenk at 

Legacy Pines, made her transfer deci-
sion much easier.

Clemson coach Kelley Hester is glad 
to have Holder joining the Tigers.

“Chloe will be a great addition to our 
team,” said Hester. “She is a local girl 
who knows all about Clemson and our 
traditions here. I look for her to come 
in and have a chance to be a real differ-
ence-maker for us,” she said.

Holder is looking forward to working 
with Hester. She knows some of the 
Tiger golfers from her junior days and 
high school competitions. .

“I know they had some good play-
ers graduate and have two really good 
recruits coming in. I’m looking forward 
to the chance to compete for some play-
ing time,” she said.

Hester has six returning veteran play-
ers to go along with two recruits and 
now Holder.

“I believe we will have the most depth 
we’ve had in my 6 years at Clemson. My 
staff and I have worked hard to build a 
strong team culture,” she said.

Last year’s Tigers won their first full 
field tournament at the Clover Cup.

The team made an NCAA Regional, 
but missed advancing to the national 
championship.

Having many quality players now 
on her team, Hester expects the compe 
tition to make every Tiger golfer better.

 “While it will be a challenge to make 
our line up, I believe this team can han-
dle it,” said the Tigers’ coach.

Next year the Tigers will welcome 

Access to the golf course & facilities 
7 days a week. Play our sister course 
for a reciprocal rate of $20

Play 18 Holes
Monday - Thursday

Must present this coupon to redeem offer

Access to the golf course & facilities 
7 days a week. Play our sister course 
for a reciprocal rate of $20

Play 18 Holes
Monday - Thursday

Must present this coupon to redeem offer
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200 Ranch Rd. Greenville, SC - legacypinesgc.com200 Ranch Rd. Greenville, SC - legacypinesgc.com
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171 Sliding Rock Rd. Pickens, SC - therockgolfclub.com 171 Sliding Rock Rd. Pickens, SC - therockgolfclub.com 
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      $42.00            $49.00

       

      $42.00            $49.00

      $36.00            $42.00

      After 1 PM   After 1 PM

Memberships from $100 to $110 per month Memberships from $100 to $110 per month

      $36.00              $42.00
$32for$32for

Chloe Holder will be joined by two other newcomers 
from the Palmetto State at Clemson. South Carolina 
High School champions Isabella Rawl and Sydney 
Roberts will be freshmen at Clemson in the fall. 
(GolfClub Photo)
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Rheaume and Funderburke get summer wins
Furman rising senior 
wins professional 
title as an amateur

Quebec native and Furman senior Sarah-Eve Rheaume won the PGA Women’s Championship of Canada as an 
amateur.  (PGA of Canada Photo) Paladin senior Ross Funderburke won the Virginia State Amateur.

Furman’s Sarah-Eve Rheaume won a 
professional championship, but only got 
to take the trophy home.

The Lady Paladin golfer from Quebec 
won the PGA of Canada Women’s 
Championship at Golf Château-Bromont 
in Bromont, Quebec.

Rheaume, the SoCon individual 
champion in 2021 played as an amateur.

The champion carded a final round 
66 to finish at 12-under par for a  3-shot 
win over South Korean Min-G Kim.

“It was a good day,” said the cham-
pion, before receiving the Lorie-
Kane trophy. “I didn’t play particu-
larly well when I started today, but I 
stayed focused and managed to recov-
er quite quickly. Yes, I’m happy!” 
    Rheaume is the first amateur to win 
the title since LPGA Tour star Brooke 
Henderson won in 2014.

Rheaume received an invitation to the 
LPGA CP Women’s Open starting on 
August 25th in Ottawa.

“It will be the first time that I will 
take part in an LPGA tournament. So 
this is exciting,” she said.

Virginia Am title won 
by Funderburke

Furman HOF honors 
Potter and Totland

Lady Paladin golf coach Mic Potter 
and one of the top woman golfers in 
Furman history Taylor Totland will be 
inducted into the University’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame.

Potter guided Furman from 1983 
to 2005 which included an NCAA 
Championship runner-up finish in 1987 
with Dottie Pepper finishing fourth.

After leaving Furman, Potter con-
tinued his successful coaching career 
winning the 2012 NCAA Championship 
at Alabama.

Taylor Totland earned honorable 
mention All-America status three times.  

The New Jersey native was both the 
Southern Conference Freshman of the 
Year and the Player of the Year during 
her career at Furman.

Mic Potter (left) guided the Lady Paladin golf pro-
gram for 23 years. Taylor Totland (right) was both 
the SoCon freshman and player of the year.

Furman’s rising senior Ross 
Funderburke dominated the final match 
to win the 109th Virginia State Golf 
Association’s championship.

The All-SoCon golfer entered the 
match play portion of the championship 
as the sixth seed.

In the 36 hole final, the Paladin golfer 
jumped out to a big lead in the opening 
18 holes.

He was 6 up after 21 holes and went 

on to win the state title.
Funderburke recorded a 7 & 6 victory 

in the championship match at the Cedar 
Point Club in Suffolk.  

Funderburke, a member at Hidden 
Valley Country Club, became the first 
Roanoke-area player to win the VSGA 
Amateur since David Tolley in 1983.

“It was nice getting out there and 
not having any nerves,” Funderburke 
said. “But now that I’ve won, it’s good 
to know that I know how to win. So 
hopefully, the next time the opportuni-
ty comes around, I’m ready to take it 
again,” he said.
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Hendley and Wagner hold down The Fort
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“Oldest Guys in the 
Field” win first event 
at The Fort Club

On a day when the lead swung back 
and forth between four teams, it didn’t 
seem anyone had an advantage until the 
last shot was fired.

And that was the way The Fort Club’s 
Texas-Two Man tournament ended.

Todd Hendley rolled in a 15-foot par 
putt, the last shot of the tournament, 
to share the win with his partner Duff 
Wagner.

“Not bad for the two oldest guys in 
the field,” joked Hendley after the win.

The Fort Club is the new name for 
the Old Star Fort Golf Club in Ninety 
Six. It hosted a special Texas-Two man 
tournament in part to invite golfers to 
get a look at the old course under new 
management.

The George Cobb-designed course 
has many of the characteristics of other 
Cobb designs in the Upstate and the new 
owners are quickly highlighting those 
features.

“We’ve made a lot of progress in 
a short period of time,” said Cole 
Patterson, the head golf professional 
and club manager. “We hoped to have 
a good number of golfers from around 
the Upstate come and see the course and 
what we are doing and we appreciated 
drawing a full field for our first big 
event,” he said.

And while Patterson knows there is 

much work to be done, the bones of 
the course show through and the 61 
two-man teams got a good look at the 
improvements so far and the potential 
for the course in the not too distant 
future.

The tournament included a large 
number of the top weekend players from 
the Upstate.

In the first round, former CGA Senior 
Champion Todd Hendley and Greenville 
County defending Senior Champion 
Duff Wagner carded a 9-under par 63.

It left the two tied with Lowrie Wilson 
and Heath Smith for the lead.

There wasn’t much distance between 
the two leaders and the rest of the 
Championship Flight as seven teams 

shot 6-under par or better.
To start the second round, the 

Biershenk brothers, Robbie and Nick, 
birdied their first three holes, while the 
other first round leaders could do no 
better than one birdie.

Very quickly three teams were tied 
for the lead and it grew even larger after 
the turn.

The Biershenk brothers were joined 
in chasing Hendley and Wagner by the 
Grumbles brothers (Marcus and Shane) 
who shot a 6-under par 30 on the front 
nine, while the team of Yancey Johnson 
and Dale King also moved into position 
to take a run at the leaders.

The Grumbles brothers let a couple 
of birdie opportunities slide past the cup 

and fell back, but Johnson and King did 
the opposite.

Johnson eagled the 11th hole and 
when he made a second eagle on the 
17th hole he and King were tied with 
the leaders.

“We knew we were tied, but we also 
knew 17 was a birdie hole for them,” 
said Johnson. “We needed a birdie on 
18 to have a chance to tie, but we didn’t 
get it,” he said.

While the Biershenks and Wagner 
and Hendley took turns leading, the hole 
that made the difference was number 15, 
a 537-yard par-5

Wagner and Robbie Biershenk were 
both on the green in two. Wagner had 
30 feet for an eagle while Biershenk was 
only 12 feet away.

“I called it a Mongolian reversal (pro 
wrestling term) he made a 30-footer, 
I missed mine and it was a two-shot 
swing,” said Biershenk.

Wagner would have been happy with 
a birdie from that distance to tie, but 
wasn’t giving the eagle back.

“I thought I could make a birdie, but 
it kept rolling and went in. It gave us a 
one-shot lead again,” said Wagner.

Johnson and King finished with a par 
on 18 and posted their 9-under 63 for the 
clubhouse lead at 17-under par.

Hendley and Wagner still held the 
one shot lead they gained on number 15 
coming to the final hole.

On 18, Biershenk was left with a 
25-foot putt for birdie. His putt had the 

Duff Wagner (l) eagled the 15th hole to put his team ahead and Todd Hendley (r) made the win clinching par 
putt on 18 as the “two oldest guys in the field” won the Texas Two-Man at The Fort Club. (GolfClub Photos)

The Fort... continued on page 18
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distance but drifted offline.
Hendley, had chipped up to around 10 

feet with his third shot and after Wagner 
missed his par putt, Hendley dropped 
his par putt on the right side of the cup 
for the win.

“I think we had the same amount 
of birdies as they did (Biershenks) but 
the eagle made the difference,” said 
Hendley.

Hendley and Wagner shot identical 
9-under par rounds of 63 each day for a 
126 total and the one shot win.

The Biershenks’ ended up tied with 
Johnson and King for second place with 
the Grumbles brothers ending up in a tie 
with Wilson and Smith for fourth place.

Flight Winners included: First Flight 
– Rod Overholt and Scott Boggs, Second 
Flight – Erik Martin and Rusty Stegall, 
Third Flight – Craig Snider and Jeremy 
Camp, Fourth Flight – Neil Bach and 
Kevin Blizzard, Fifth Flight – Nathan 
Broome and Chris Moffatt.

Yancey Johnson eagled two of his final nine holes 
to take the club house lead before he and his part-
ner Dale King finished in a tie for second with the 
Biershenk brothers. (GolfClub Photo)

tried to tell it to sit, sit, sit, but then it 
got closer and I started to tell it to go, 
go, go,” she laughed.

Go it did, right in the hole for a 
40-foot eagle to give Morgan a 2 and 1 
win and a great memory of her Palmer 
Cup experience.

“I’ve had some wonderful experienc-
es and I never thought some could be 
topped, but when they announced Anna 
Morgan representing the United States, 
that was something I will look back on,” 
Morgan added.

Morgan’s mom and grand-mom 
joined her on the trip and the three got 
to spend a little extra time doing some 
sightseeing before returning home in 
time to play in her favorite tourna-
ment, the Women’s North & South in 
Pinehurst, a tournament Morgan was 
runner-up in last year.

With so much success and so many 
wonderful experiences, it is going to 
be hard for Morgan to top this year and 

Morgan...
          continued from page 7

Country Club in Kettering, Ohio.
Winning her way into a second 

national championship has presented 
Prescott with another little problem. She 
has to find somebody to fill in as coach 
for her golf team for a week or so.

The Senior Women’s Open is in a 
suburb of Dayton. The course has hosted 
a PGA Championship, and a men’s and 
Women’s Senior Open, 

While Prescott believes she is playing 
better than ever, she shares the credit 

the place she has earned among the top 
college golfers in the country.

“I had a great season and enjoyed it, 
I don’t want to go into next year expect-
ing to win awards, so we will have to 
see how next year goes, but this year has 
been incredible,” concluded Morgan.

with her caddy, David League.
“We played in an SCGA Mixed Team 

tournament and got along real well. I 
needed a caddy to go to Alabama last 
year and he said he would do it. He has 
helped me at several tournaments. We 
make a good team,” she said.

When League competed locally he 
was a solid player, but it is his calm 
nature that has helped provide Prescott 
with the right kind of motivation at the 
right time on the course.

Prescott... continued from page 11 
“We had a difference of opinion on 

how to read a putt when we first started. 
His way was the right way and I made 
the putt. I’ve got a lot of confidence in 
what he tells me,” she said.

League will be on the bag in Dayton, .
Last year Prescott advanced to the 

championship in the Senior Amateur 
and made the Match Play bracket. She 
was knocked out of the competition 
when her opponent birdied the 18th hole 
in a first round of 64 match.

“Last year my goal was to make 
Match Play, but this year I want to do 
better, maybe win a couple of matches 
before I have to come home,” she said.

Now that she knows were she is 
going in Ohio and how she is getting 
to Alaska, she is working out another 
problem.

“I heard the bugs in Alaska are big 
enough to carry you off, so I got to fig-
ure out how to deal with that too,” she 
joked.
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Williams and Rath 
claim Greenville 
County Junior titles

Greenville crowns Junior champions

Groves Williams shot a 2-round even par total of 144 
to win the boys championship by 5-shots. Londyn 
Rath won the girls’ 13-18 division at 12 over par. 
Remy Reynolds finished second, with Anaston Bell 
third, Aubree Clements fourth, and Addison Parker 
fifth. (GolfClub Photos)

Groves Williams got by with a little 
help from his friends.

Williams had a couple of buddies 
caddy for him in the Greenville County 
Junior Amateur at Holly Tree, with Sam 
Gilmer making the loop in the first 
round and Harrison Beck finishing up in 
the second round.

“Sam’s a non-golfer, which was kind 
of fun,” Williams said with a laugh.

There was some strategy to taking 
a caddie other than just walking along 
with friends.

“It’s less work,” he said. “It’s defi-
nitely less hot.”

It seemed to work. Williams fired a 
two-day score of even par 144 to win the 
tournament.

He finished five strokes ahead of 
Henry Hall, with Evan Eassy in third, 
Cody Harrison fourth and Connor Rose 
fifth.

Williams said he thought he played 
well both days.

“I hit the ball well, but I couldn’t 
make many putts,” he said. “I got a cou-

ple of putts to fall when I needed to.”
On the hole that served as the spark-

plug for his first round, he didn’t have to 
make one at all. After his tee shot on the 
par-four 14th, Williams had an 80-yard 
pitch left.

“I hit a 58-degree wedge, and I hit 
it past the pin and it spun in,” he said. 
“That definitely got the attitude feeling 
a little better.”

That came on the heels of a birdie at 
13, and got Williams to one under on the 
day. He added a birdie at 18, his ninth 
hole of the first round, and shot even on 
the front with a bogey at 6 and a birdie 
at 9. The hot streak in the middle of his 
first nine helped set the tone.

“It was kind of unexpected, but 
it definitely helped out, It definitely 
helped my emotions,” he said.

The second round started as a bit of a 
slog, as Williams made four bogeys and 
a birdie in the first six holes. But, he 
bounced back on the back nine, making 
birdie on 13 and 18  for the second day 
in a row to finish at even par.

“That was very nice,” he said. “I love 
par-5s, they’re my favorite holes on the 
golf course.”

Williams said he’s had a good sum-
mer on the course.

“It’s been a little up and down, but 
that’s how golf is,” he said.

The younger age groups played two 
9-hole rounds for their  championships.

Dawson Szabo shot a total of six 
over to win the boys’ 13-14 division, 
while Thomas DeMint won the boys’ 
10-12 division at one-under. Wilson 
Brasington won the boys’ 7-9 division 
at one over.

Londyn Rath had a 1-shot lead after 
the first round.

In the second round Rath shot the best 
score in the girls competition carding a 
76 to go on to take a 5-shot win and the 
Greenville County Championship.

Remy Reynolds finished second, with 
Anaston Bell third, Aubree Clements 
fourth, and Addison Parker fifth.

Spencer Kate Harvey won the girls 
10-12 year old division. Hadleigh Hoyle 
finished second with Lexie Reynolds 
taking third place.

By Jed Blackwell 
Associate Editor/Publisher
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Watson Cup...
          continued from page 9

The SC Juniors were not the only ones who got to play famous courses. Their families had as much fun as 
they did sight-seeing and playing. The entire Lenning family took time off from watching the Watson Cup to 
visit St.Andrews. Stuart, Jill, Gunnar, Grace and Emily got their picture taken on the Swilcan Bridge. Stuart 
and Gunnar didn’t get to play the old course, but there was a cancellation on the “New” course, designed in 
1895 and the Lennings got to play St. Andrews. 

Now Join Two Great Golf Clubs for One Great Price!
River Falls Plantation and Village Greens Golf Club have teamed up to offer a special combined club membership! Details are available at both golf shops!

Gramling, SC  
10 Minutes from I-26 on Hwy 176

Cory McEwen  
PGA Golf Professional

mcewencory@gmail.com

www.villagegreens.net

Toll Free 877-472-2411  864-472-2411Toll Free 877-472-2411  864-472-2411

Book your 2022 
outing

 Call for dates!

Contact Our 
Golf Shop

For Our Current 
Membership 

Opportunities

864-433-9192

You don’t have to be a golfer to 
enjoy Mulligan’s, but it helps!
Full service restaurant & bar

Check out our New Menu!

. “It was nothing like the famous courses 
back home,” she added.

The people involved in the Watson 
Cup were very hospitable, but it also 
extended to parts of the Edinburgh com-
munity.

“The Scottish people were so friend-
ly it exceeded my expectations and 
they knew about the Watson Cup,” said 
Faulkner.

While the Faulkners got to see St. 
Andrews, Major Lenning’s family did a 
little better.

“My family went to St. Andrews just 
to look around and see the place and get 
a couple of pictures,” said Lenning.

The family, including Lenning’s par-
ents, brother and two sisters, took a fam-
ily portrait on the Swilcan Bridge, which 
could have been the highlight of the visit 
to the old course.

Stuart and Gunnar Lenning were 
looking around St. Andrews, with no 
intention of playing.

“They met the Captain (starter) and 
they had a cancellation on the New 
Course ( built in 1895) and they got to 
play at St. Andrews,” said Lenning.

The golf matches were the reason for 
the trip, but there was so much more that 
came along with the experience.

The team got to visit a castle, enjoyed 
a Tour of Edinburgh and learned about 
the history of the game.

While the hospitality was tremen-
dous, the food, well not so much.

No one wanted to try Haggis and 
instead a pizza place a few blocks from 
the team’s hotel did a good business for 
the week.

The team stayed in the same hotel as 

the CBS golf broadcast crew and Jim 
Nantz, Amanda Balionis and Ian Baker-
Finch visited with the team.

But the lasting memory for the golf-
ers on what could be a once in a lifetime 
trip was just getting to know each other.

“We play with and against each other, 
but you don’t get to know the guys. We 
had a great week just hanging out. We 
all made lifelong friends,” said Lenning.

The SCJGA has a wonderful picture 
gallery from the Watson Cup available 
at scjga.smugmug.com.



Kevin Britt wants to know - Do you want to get better?
“I enjoy teaching golfers who want to get better. If 

I can help a 30 handicapper down into the teens, that 
is as satisfying as helping a junior get good enough to 
earn a college scholarship.”

Congratulations Anna!

2022 
Player of the Year

www.kevinbrittgolf.comKevin BrittKevin Britt
PGA Director of InstructionPGA Director of Instruction

Carolina Country Club Carolina Country Club 
SpartanburgSpartanburg

Individual instruction and group classes are held at the Carolina Country Club 
and are open to members and non-members

Reserve a place for your Junior at Kevin’s Summer Camps
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August 2003

Originally published in the 
September 2003 edition.

Bill Haas was in the middle of his 
career at Wake Forest. A career that 
included 10 college wins, two first 
team All-American selections, a pair 
of ACC Player of the Year Awards 
and a Walker Cup selection. 

As a senior Haas won all three 
major golf awards. The Haskins, 
Hogan and Nicklaus awards

Bill Haas wins SC Amateur at Chanticleer

Before a large number of friends and family Greenville’s Bill Haas edged Greenwood’s Emmet Turner for the 2003 SCGA Amateur Championship. With the 
victory Haas became the third member of his extended family to win the SC Amateur. His uncle Dillard Traynham won the title twice and his uncle Dillard 
Pruitt won the championship on the same Greenville Country Club’s Chanticleer course 20 years earlier in 1982. (GolfClub Photos)

Wake Forest All-American 
edges Greenwood’s Emmett 
Turner for SCGA Amateur

There was clearly a local favorite at the 72nd 
South Carolina Golf Association State Amateur at the 
Greenville Country Club’s Chanticleer course.

Wake Forest All-American Bill Haas, from 
Greenville, the son of PGA Tour star Jay Haas, had a 
large crowd of friends and family following his every 
shot.

Clemson golfers Matt Hendrix from Aiken and 
Greg Jones from Florence opened the tournament with 
rounds of 5-under par 67s.

When the two Tigers shot a second round 1-over par 
73 they fell into a four-way tie for second with Haas 
and Augusta State’s Emmett Turner from Greenwood 
at 4-under par.

Kevin King from Hilton Head shot his second 
straight round of 4-under par 68 to have the lead going 
into the weekend.

In the third round, Haas and Turner continued 
to match each other shot for shot as they did in the 
first two-rounds and finished with their third straight 
2-under par 70.

King shot a 2-over par 74 and dropped into a tie 
with Haas and Turner for the lead going to the final 
round.

Jones shot a 1-under par 71 and Hendrix posted a 
3-over par 75 to stay close to the three leaders.

Haas scrambled around the course while Turner 
was steady, but King put four bogeys and a double on 
his back nine card to clear the way for the two college 
golfers to battle to the finish.

Haas birdied the 12th hole, bogeyed 14, made a 
three-putt par on 15 and went to the final three holes 
trailing Turner by a shot.

A clutch birdie putt on the par three 16th put Haas 
and Turner all square as they made their way to the par 

five 17th. 
Turner’s second shot found trouble. Going for the 

green, his second shot ended up in the creek surround-
ing the green. 

Haas played a long iron onto the middle of the green 

and two putted for a birdie. 
Turner failed to get up and down for par after a well 

struck par putt lipped out. 
Haas left 17 with a two shot lead and decided to play 

it safe on number 18 taking the water in front of the 
green by using an extra club on his second shot.

Haas got up and down for his par, while a final 
hole birdie could only assure Turner of a second place 
finish.

Haas’ fourth straight round of 70 earned the 
Riverside High School grad a 1-shot victory.

Greg Jones, Jr. shot a final round 73 to finish by 
himself in third place. 

Second round leader Kevin King tied for fourth with 
Hendrix and USC’s Alex Hamilton and former cham-
pion Bert Atkinson.
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To Order Please Visit 
WWW.THEFIRSTTEEUPSTATE.ORG  

or at a Participating Course in the Upstate

the 2022 golf passports

Each Passport is still just 
$85 or both for just $150!

Purchase both and enjoy 66 dis-
counted rounds for ONLY $150

With each purchase receive a 
special coupon for 

The #1 Golf Trainer from 
OrangeWhip!

#BuildingGameChangers
upstate south carolina

Passport is valid January 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022
Passport is nontransferable Proceeds benefit First Tee - Upstate South Carolina

The Eastern Golf 
Passport

3’s Greenville - Boscobel 
Carolina Springs - The Creek 

Cherokee National  - Greer Golf  
Palmetto Hills  

Cherokee Valley  
Links O’Tryon 

Meadowbrook - Pickens 
 River Falls - The Rock 

Village Greens 
Willow Creek 

Woodfin Ridge

The Western Golf 
Passport

3’s Greenville - Boscobel 
 Carolina Springs - The Creek 
Cherokee Valley - Cobbs Glen   

The Club at Brookstone 
 Greer Golf - Palmetto Hills 

Windsor at Walhalla - Pickens
  Pebble Creek -  

The Preserve at Verdae - 
River Falls - The Rock - 

Village Greens - Woodfin Ridge

Tee Times 864-277-2680Tee Times 864-277-2680

Saturday - Sunday 
& Holidays

$38
$30 Monday thru

Friday

Rates are for 18 holes and cart including tax

315 Piedmont Golf Course Rd.
Take  Highway 25 South 

from I-85, past Donaldson. 
Turn right on Piedmont G.C. Rd. 

Lakeview is 2.5 miles on the right. 

Twilight After 2 PM
$27 Weekdays

$33 Sat & Sun

27Seniors   
Monday thru Friday

$

Messimer...  continued from page 12
summer.

The Beth Daniel Junior Azalea is on 
her schedule and she and her father are 
evaluating other tournaments.

“We do look to see things like strength 
of the field and how the tournament is 
ranked when we set up her schedule,”  
said her father.

One of her favorite tournaments is the 
North & South Junior in Pinehurst.

Messimer didn’t win the event, but 
she was the youngest finisher in the top-
10 placing a respectable 6th in another 
field filled with older competitors.

Messimer’s wins have started to draw 
the attention of college coaches.  She is 
still too young to begin the recruiting 
process, but that doesn’t mean college 
coaches can’t be watching her play.

In addition to being a winner on the 
course Messimer carries a 4.945 GPA, 
and has time to be a 15 year old.

“I don’t play golf every day. 

Sometimes I hang out with friends or go 
for bike rides and try to rest up for big 
tournaments,” she said.

When the Class of 2022 golfers drop 
off the SCJGA rankings Messimer will 
move up, maybe to number 1.

And she is looking forward to the 
opportunity to keep playing good golf.

“I want to play college golf and  I 
would like to get some more wins this 
summer,” said the Carolinas champion.

Madison Messimer won her second WSCGA Junior 
Championship by 16 shots.

New pro at Cobbs
Mark Ernst joins the 
staff as PGA  Pro 
and Director of Golf

Cobb’s Glen’s new pro is any-
thing but new. Longtime upstate PGA 
Professional Mark Ernst is the “new/
old” pro at the club in Anderson.

After 25 years at Cross Creek and  
with stops at Holly Tree, Pickens  and 
Smithfields before becoming the head 
PGA Pro at the Seneca course, Ernst 
gained an enviable amount of experi-
ence in all the phases of club operations.

“The membership here gave Melanie 
and me a  very warm welcoming get 
together and we enjoyed meeting so 
many of the members and recognize 
some old friends,” he said.

When Ernst left Cross Creek he was 
asked to develop a teaching academy at 
Smithfields where many years ago he 
served as an assistant.

He was enjoying the opportunity to 
teach and help golfers develop their 
skills when the position opened at Cobbs 
Glen.

“An old friend, Matt Harbin, called 
and asked if I would consider the job. We 
got together with Wade (May, Cobbs”  
owner) and things fell into place and I’m 
very happy to be here,” said Ernst.

He will continue to operate the pro-
gram at Smithfields while he brings his 

PGA Professional Mark Ernst is the new Director of 
Golf at Cobb’s Glen in Anderson.

long experience running a golf program  
to Cobbs Glen.

“I enjoy teaching, but I have always 
liked everything to do with club oper-
ations. In addition to being the pro at 
Cross Creek, I spent a few years as gen-
eral manager,” he said.

While Cross Creek is a private club 
and Cobb’s Glen is semi-private, Ernst 
believes the level of professionalism 
running the club for members and guests 
can be the same. 

“We have a very good staff here and 
the way I put it, they are eager to be 
coached. They have been very open to 
some of my ideas and I think we can 
make some good improvements for the 
members,” he said.

Holder...  continued from page 15
Melena Barrientos had the best year 

of all the Clemson golfers last season.
The first year Tiger from Plano, Texas 

had 3-top-10 finishes. 
“With so many returners, I predict 

this will be our best year yet in my ten-
ure,” said Hester.

Holder expects to play an important 
role for the Tigers, and is glad she will 
be doing it close to home. 

two recruits who were South Carolina 
state High School champions, Isabella 
Rawl from Lexington and Sydney 
Roberts from Chesnee.

The recruiting class from two years 
ago included a pair of talented players.

Katherine Schuster from Kill Devil 
Hills, NC led the Tigers to the Clover 
Cup win and was the Carolinas Golf 
Association Junior of the Year.
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“táimid ag tnúth le tú a fheiceáil” 
 We look forward to seeing you!

“Tha goilf ga bruidhinn an seo”
“Golf is spoken here!”

At Delaney’s Par is 93
93 great beers on draft, in pints, growlers, 

craft bottles, imports and domestics.
You will always find the right libation to 

help you celebrate your win or forget your 
crushing defeat!  “Sláinte!” 

Order online from 
www.hubcitydelivery.com

117 W Main 
(Morgan Square)

Downtown  Spartanburg
864-583-3100

www.delaneyspubsc.com
Monday - Sunday 11 am - 2 am

Kevin Moore

Our menu includes “Drinking Buddy Favorites” like Pub Wings, Sliders 
and Irish Nachos to a Paddy Melt or Burgers, Wraps, Salads and Soups. 
Our Entrées include what you would expect at an Irish Pub, Bangers 
and Mash, Corned Beef and Cabbage, Fish and Chips, Shepherds Pie and 
finish with a selection from our Desert Menu, maybe an Oreo Shamrock 
or a slice of Irish Apple Butter Cake.
Our Meat and Two or Three Lunch Special is available 

Monday-Friday 11 am -2 pm.
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