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Mike Carter
Coach and Professional Instructor

Wedge and Putting Specialist 
864-616-1937 Haas Family Golf 864-288-0001

See Mike’s Tip for May on Page 2  See Mike’s Tip for May on Page 2  

Instruction available at Haas Family Golf, 7 days a week
Take a Lesson from Mike
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on Sunday!
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Trent Phillips, Grayhawk Golf 
Club (NCAA Finals) #13, 230 yds. 
6-iron. Witnesses Michael Brennan 
Wake Forest, Mateo DeOliveira 
Arkansas.

Garrett Williams, Carolina 
Springs, #13 178yds. 4 hyb. Witnesses, 
Rob Greer, Wes Chandler, Damon 
Grabic.

Grant Sellers, Musgrove Mill, (in 
SCGA 4-Ball Semi-Final) #7, 194 yds. 
5-iron. Witness Trevor Gerard.

Judson Hall, Village Greens, #11, 
133yds. PW. Witnesses, Roger Pate, 
Reggie Didier, Jimmy Fleming.

William “Duke” Craft, Walker 
Course, #12, 155yds. PW. Witnesses, 
Colton Craft, Robert Dill, Richard 
Albritten.

Tripp Melton, Village Greens, #15, 
126yds. 9-iron. Witness Dylan Birdno.

Furman Self, Musgrove Mill, #12, 
110 yds. 8-iron. Witnesses Jack Brown, 
Tim Pope, Julian Taylor.

Bill Sint, Walker Course, #4, 
144yds. 8-iron. Witnesses Eddie 
Brown, Phil Mailberger, Brandon 
Lockhart.

Upstate AcesUpstate Aces

Upstate golfers will spend June tun-
ing up for county championship play in 
amateur only events in July

Festival of Flowers, June 25-26, 
Greenwood Country Club 36-hole 
individual stroke play event is open 
to players 16 and up.Senior Division 
Players age 55 and over will play from 
the Gold Tees.Note: If there are enough 
entrants over 65, there will be a Super 
Senior Division. Entry information call 
(864) 942-8861.

County AmsCounty Ams
All Spartanburg County amateur 

events are presented by Delaney’s Irish 
Pub, Budweiser of Spartanburg and 
Michelob Ultra, the official beer of the 
PGA Tour, and Langers Juices.

Spartanburg County Junior, 
June 15-16th, Country Club of 
Spartanburg.

Age group competition for boys and 
girls. Nine-Hole Division for Boys and 
Girls 7-9. 

Junior Boys 10-12, and 13-18, Junior 
Girls 10-12 and 13-18 play a 36 hole 
championship.

Spartanburg County Amateur, 
Three Pines, July 15-17th. Open to 
Spartanburg County residents or mem-
bers of Spartanburg County Clubs.

Registration for both Spartanburg 
County championships can be made 
online at www.firstteeupstate.org and 
tab events.

Greenville County Junior, July 
25-26th, Holly Tree.

Age group competition for boys and 
girls divisions. Age groups 7-9 and 
10-12.

Girls Divisions for 10-12, 13-18. 
Boys Divisions 13-14 and 15-18.

Registration can be made at the 
SCJGA Greenville website or at www.
upstategolfclub.com

Greenville County Amateur. July 
29-31st, Fox Run.

Open to all Greenville County 
Amateurs. The tournament will feature 
a Championship Division and a Senior 
Division for golfers over age 55.

Seniors must declare their choice of 
championships before play begins.

Juniors 16 and under may play in 
the Championship if recommended by 
a club professional or high school golf 
coach.

Registration for the Greenville 
County Championship can be made 

online at www.upstategolfclub.com
Robert Staley Laurens County 

Amateur, July 23-24th. Lakeside 
Country Club.

The County Championship is open 
to golfers in Laurens County and mem-
bers of Musgrove Mill and Rolling “S”. 
Registration information is available 
from the Golf Shop at 864-682-3614.

Upstate Ladies Amateur, August 
1-2nd. Green Valley.

The tournament is open to women 
golfers age 16 and up who are residents 
of or members of clubs in Greenville, 
Spartanburg, Anderson,Pickens, 
Oconee, Greenwood, Laurens, Cherokee, 
Union and Abbeville Counties.

The 36 hole tournament features 
a 9am shotgun start for each round. 
Practice rounds are based on availabil-
ity. The field is limited to the first 100 
golfers who complete registration with 
payment of the entry fee.

Registration information is available 
by email: UpstateLadiesAmateurGolf@
gmail.com

In 2010, I traveled to Houston, 
Texas to study under Jim Hardy 
and Chris O’Connell. 

Hardy is a member of the PGA 
Teachers Hall of Fame.

Both Jim and Chris are list-
ed in the Top100 instructors in 
America.

Everything I teach in the long 
game I learned from Jim and 
Chris.  

I am part of their INNER 
CIRCLE instructor group. 

Each year we have a summit 
at Watters Creek where Chris 
teaches in the winter months.  

Our instructor mantra is to 
always get better…always 
improve.

Do You Know?

Mike Carter 

Play Bad on Saturday...Get it Fixed on Sunday
Mike teaches 7 days a week 

at Haas Family Golf
8000 Pelham Rd. Greenville  864-288-0001 

contact Mike directly at 864-616-1937

Coach and 
Professional Instructor

Is your body turn correct?
In this article I want to focus on the 

body turn in the golf swing.

A large percentage of the golfers I see 
at Haas Family Golf over turn the body 
during the backswing.

Most of the problem is caused by an 
improper hip turn.

In an effort to “load up on the right 
side”, the right handed golfer turns the 
left hip almost 90 degrees.

The hips then finish level or parallel 
to the ground.

The shoulders follow the motion of 
the hips and finish level or parallel to 
the ground.

The left arm chases the upper body 
turn and finshes almost parallell to the 
ground.

Gears technology shows that tour 
pros turn the left hip very little during 
the backswing.

Their right hip is a different story. 
The tour pro’s right hip has a huge turn.

To correct the over turning, don’t let 
your hips turn more than 45 degrees in 
the backswing.

Focus on keeping your left knee, hip 
and shoulder lower than their right side 
counterparts.

You will be “tilted” correctly and will 
achieve a much better top of backswing 
angle of approach.

I hope you find this article infor-
mative and helpful. I would love the 
opportunity to work with you on your 
game.

Come see me at Haas Family Golf.
Wishing you fairways and greens.

r?

We want to include your next Hole-In-
One on our Upstate Aces Honor Roll. 
Send your name, course, hole number, 
distance, club used and any witness to us 
at golfclubsc@gmail.com.
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is published 10 times per year
March thru December 

by the
 Palmetto Sports Network,LLC

Founded April 1992

229 Emory Rd
Spartanburg, SC 29307

Stan Olenik  
Editor/Publisher
The Golf Club
(864) 921-5471

golfclubsc@gmail.com

The material contained in this 
publication may not be reproduced 

without the written consent 
of the publisher. All rights reserved.

 Any comments, questions, suggestions 
or inquires concerning advertising 

should be addressed to The Golf Club.

The Golf Club would like your 
tournament results, story ideas, upcoming 

events and golf news.

The Golf Club is free and available 
at over 60 locations in the Upstate 

and Western North Carolina and online as 
a downloadable .pdf file at

www.scgolfclub.com

Jed Blackwell  
Associate Editor/Publisher

The Golf Club
(864) 542-6178

jed@jedblackwell.com

Southern Wesleyan drops golf

Highway 76   Pendleton    864-646-3991Highway 76   Pendleton    864-646-3991      

All Golfers welcome to play in our daily dogfight at 11amAll Golfers welcome to play in our daily dogfight at 11am

Twilight after 1 pm Twilight after 1 pm 
$29 Monday - Thursday *  $30 Friday - Saturday - Sunday$29 Monday - Thursday *  $30 Friday - Saturday - Sunday

Seniors
$30.00

Monday - Thursday
$31.00 
Fridays

Call the golf 
shop to take 
a lesson from 
our SCGA 
Hall of Fame 
instructor 
Mike Lawrence

Ask About Our Family MembershipAsk About Our Family Membershipwww.boscobelgolfclub.com

Warriors end golf 
and tennis programs 
at school in Central

It does not appear any pub-
lic announcement has been made by 
Southern Wesleyan University, but the 
golf and tennis programs at the school 
have been ended.

The SWU Athletic website has been 
scrubbed of tabs for the golf and tennis 
programs and attempts to reach athletic 
department officials have been unsuc-
cessful

Gathering information from parents 
of golf team members the University 
notified golfers before the first of the 
year the golf program would end in the 
spring.

The men’s golf team could have had  
seven of the eight players on the roster 
with remaining college eligibility.

At the end of the spring, all five of 
the golfers on the women’s team had 
eligibility remaining.

According to parents, several golf-
ers have transfered to continue to play 
college golf while others have given up 
playing and will remain at the school as 
students.

Parents of the golfers who choose 
to stay at SWU have been told the 
University will honor the scholarship 
commitments made to the athletes.

Edwards wins Sptbg 
Super-Senior title

Frank Edwards 
took the win in 
the Super Seniors 
division with a 
one-stroke vic-
tory over Roger 
Page with a two-
over 146 to Page’s 
three-over 147.

Edwards shot a 
two-under 70 in Saturday’s round, with 
a birdie-par-birdie finish making the 
difference. The top-five included Teddie 
McCraw, Jr., Gene Wetmore, and Frank Wilson.

Pruitt and Butler win 
CGA Four-Ball 

Dillard Pruitt from Simpsonville and 
Rob Butler from Camden teamed up to 
win the CGA Four-Ball Championship 
at the Camden Country Club.

Pruitt and Butler defeated the team of  
Anthony Conn and Brandon Reece from 
North Carolina 2&1.

Ruttan wins WSCGA 
Sr., Prescott second 

Kerry Rutan from Yeamans Hall Club 
shot a two day total of 155 to finish 
four-shots in front of Pam Prescott from  
Southern Oaks and win the WSCGA 
Senior championship in the tournament 
played at Mount Vintage.

Gerard and Sellers 
win 4-ball at Musgrove 

Trevor Gerard and Grant Sellers 
topped the team of 2-time SCGA Four-
Ball champions Walt Todd, Jr. and 
Brandon Truesdale.

Sellers birdied four straight holes 
to break the match open and go on to 
record a  4 &3 victory at Musgrove Mill.
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Bulldogs nip Chapin to repeat AAAAA title

By Jed Blackwell
Associate Editor-Publisher

Woodfin Ridge Woodfin Ridge ISIS the Complete Golf Experience! the Complete Golf Experience!

North of Boiling Springs off Hwy 9 at Lake Bowen Dam Rd     www.woodfinridge.com 

$42 Weekdays   $52 Weekends$42 Weekdays   $52 Weekends
$30 Seniors (Monday - Thursday)$30 Seniors (Monday - Thursday)

Public Welcome          Book your 2022 Outings TodayPublic Welcome          Book your 2022 Outings Today

Before or After Before or After 
your Roundyour Round

Tee Times 864-578-0023Tee Times 864-578-0023

When his birdie putt on the par-4 17th 
hole at Charleston Municipal Golf Club 
found the bottom of the cup, Boiling 
Springs golfer Andrew Gregory raised 
both arms and left them in the air in 
celebration of an opportunity finally 
seized.

“That one felt good,” he said. “I 
missed so many putts out there.”

The one he made turned out to be 
enough.

Gregory’s birdie, paired with a birdie 
by teammate Clayton Taylor playing a 
couple of groups ahead, was the razor-
thin margin that gave Boiling Springs 
a second straight 5A title 616-617 over 
Chapin.

 The championship was the program’s 
sixth triumph in the last eight that have 
been contested on the course. 

Setting aside 2020’s lost season due 
to the Covid pandemic, the Bulldogs 
have 4A state titles in 2014, 2015, and 
2016 to go with 5A titles in 2017, 2021, 
and 2022. Boiling Springs was 5A run-
ner-up in 2018.

“I knew these guys could do it,” 
Boiling Springs coach Josh Pruitt said. 
“It should have been three years in a 
row, really. But I knew this would be 
the toughest year. This course is hard. 

To be able to pull this out feels good. 
It’s just amazing. I’m proud of the boys. 
A lot of these kids I’ve had since they 
were seventh graders. To see them do it 
is special.”

They couldn’t have done it this year 
without a total team effort. 

Gregory, the mainstay at No. 1, shot 
back-to-back rounds of 77 to grind out a 
tie for 10th. 

Taylor, hurt all season and without 
practice for a week after aggravating 
his injuries, shot a 71 on the first day, 
followed with a 75, and took third place 
overall, four back of the tie for first. 

Walker Greene and Walker Ingram 
both improved on the second day, shoot-

ing totals of 157 and 159, and Owen 
Jackson added a 185.

“We’ve stressed to them all year long 
that every shot matters,” Pruitt said. 
“That’s been true nowhere more so than 
right now.”

While every shot was crucial, six 
were a little more important than others. 

The 3 recorded by Taylor at the 18th 
about a half an hour before Gregory’s 3 
at the 17th were very different, but just 
as big.

Taylor hit 4-iron, 7-iron into the 
18th, a hole that demands accuracy with 
a massive bunker and sand trap in the 
ideal driver landing zone. 

His 9-footer for birdie gave his round 

a late spark.
“It’s really cool,” he said. “It was a 

tough day, and I’m happy with the way 
we finished.”

For Taylor, a moment like that to cap 
an injury-plagued season was special.

“It’s awesome,” he said. “It’s the best 
feeling in the world. I’ve been kind of 
limited. I had to take a whole week off 
after Upper State. I have a torn ligament 
in my wrist and in my shoulder. I was 
limited to kind of low shots, but it works 
on this course to keep it out of the wind 
and get it in the fairways.”

Pruitt said what Taylor was able to do 
in light of his injuries was amazing.

“He’s been hurt all year,” he said. 
“But what Clayton was able to do, hit 
shots with that low, penetrating flight, 
is ideal for a course like this. Him being 
able to get it around a little bit shows 
how much talent he’s got. He’s got two 
years left, and I expect him to be back in 
this position.”

After missing a reasonable birdie 
opportunity on the 16th, a visibly angry 
Gregory lobbed his ball into a pond just 
to the right of the green. 

With the offending orb disposed of, 
he piped a drive down the middle-left of 
the 17th fairway, hit a low approach that 
skidded to a stop just short of a ridge 12 
or so feet behind the hole, and drained 
the birdie try.

“That one made me happy,” he said. 
“I kind of just looked at it and decided if 
it goes in, it goes in. Thankfully it did.”

Gregory, the team’s leader all season, 
said his contribution was just one of 

Late birdies by Taylor 
and Gregory win title 
for Boiling Springs

The 2022 Boiling Springs Bulldogs won their second straight AAAAA championship with a one-shot victory 
over Chapin. This year’s Bulldog team included Andrew Gregory, Clayton Taylor, Walker Greene, Walker 
Ingram, Owen Jackson, Maddox Camp and coach Josh Pruitt. (GolfClub Photo)

Boiling Springs... continued on page 18
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Number nine is divine for Christ Church
Cavaliers now hold 
record for most state 
titles in a row at nine

Now Join Two Great Golf Clubs for One Great Price!
River Falls Plantation and Village Greens Golf Club have teamed up to offer a special combined club membership! Details are available at both golf shops!

Gramling, SC  
10 Minutes from I-26 on Hwy 176

Cory McEwen  
PGA Golf Professional

mcewencory@gmail.com

www.villagegreens.net

Toll Free 877-472-2411  864-472-2411Toll Free 877-472-2411  864-472-2411

Book your 2022 
outing

 Call for dates!

Twilight after 1 :00 pmTwilight after 1 :00 pm
$29.00 Weekday  $38.00 Weekend$29.00 Weekday  $38.00 Weekend

$44 Weekends    $44 Weekends    
$35 Weekdays$35 Weekdays

Tuesday - Thursday, Tuesday - Thursday, 
Friday till NoonFriday till Noon$28.00 Seniors$28.00 Seniors

(55 & up)(55 & up)

$$28.00 28.00 Everyone, Every Monday!Everyone, Every Monday!

See the  New 2022 See the  New 2022 
Wilson StaffWilson Staff

Products in Our ShopProducts in Our Shop

Coach Levi Horner and Walker and William Jennings, Jay Lowder, Jack Roberts, John Waldrop and Charlie 
Reyner who played on the state championship team were joined by the rest of the Cavaliers team to celebrate 
the 20th golf championship in the Greenville school’s history. (Christ Church Photo)

Christ Church won the AA 
Championship by finishing in front of 
Central from Pageland, but the Cavaliers 
also got another win.

The Cavaliers broke a tie with AC 
Flora from Columbia for most state 
titles in a row.

Both teams had been tied at eight 
and the win by Christ Church at the 
Cheraw State Park Golf Course moved 
the Cavaliers in front of the Falcons in 
the South Carolina High School League 
record book.

“Getting that ninth title was our goal 
for the year,” said first year Cavaliers’ 
coach Levi Horner. “We really played 
well today after only an average round 
on Monday,” said the Cavaliers coach.

The Cavaliers are used to finishing 
the first day with double digit leads, but 
after the first round Christ Church had 
a solid nine shot lead, but it was much 
closer than most years.

Christ Church finished the 36 hole 
championship by improving 10-shots 
over their first round total. The Cavaliers 
shot a second round 289 for a 588 total 
and a 20-shot victory over Pageland.

“After our team meeting last night 
our seniors had another meeting. When 
the team came out today they were more 

focused than I have seen them this entire 
year,” said the coach.

Future Gamecock golfer Walker 
Jennings claimed medalist honors with 
a 9 under par total. He opened the 
championship with a 5-under par 67 and 
followed up with a final round 4-under 
par 68 for his 135 total.

“Walker has been our rock this year. 
When we needed someone to step up 
and get us going he has been that guy,” 
said Horner, about the future Gamecock 
golfer.

William Jennings finished second at 
3-under par 141 to reverse the order the 
brothers had last year when William was 
the medalist and Walker finished third.

“I was really pleased that Jay Lowder 
made the All-State team. He shot even 
par and that was his best round of the 
year,” the coach said.

The members of the Cavalier’s win-
ning team included Lowder, Walker and 
William Jennings, Jack Roberts, John 
Waldrop and Charlie Reyner.

With this year’s championship tro-
phy ready to be added to the 19 others, 
(most in South Carolina history) and a 
new top line in the record book the 2022 
season has been a great success for the 
Cavaliers.

“They played with a purpose. I am 
really proud of this team,” said the 
Cavaliers’ coach.

Central Pageland finished second in a 
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Kucia wins second straight AAAA title
The 9th grader from 
Indian Land already 
has two HS titles

Indian Land’s Mason Kucia is just a high school freshman and he already has won back to back AAAA indi-
vidual state championships. (GolfClub Photo)

Turn back your clock a few years and 
think about some of the very talented 
junior golfers in South Carolina.

Not what they went on to do in col-
lege and even on the PGA Tour, but their 
accomplishments before they aged out 
of the junior ranks. 

Fort Mill’s Charlie Rymer won the 
USGA Junior Amateur in 1985 and is 
the only winner of three straight South 
Carolina Golf Association Junior titles 
and also had a pair of High School titles.

Tommy Biershenk, from Boiling 
Springs, won a pair of state junior titles 
in 1990 and 1991 and a state high school 
championship in 1992 and later that 
same year was the winner of the 1992 
state am before going to Clemson.

 Trent Phillips from Inman, won three 
High School titles in four years and back 
to back junior titles, as well as three 
straight Junior Player of the Year Awards.

In 2020 Jonathan Griz from Hilton 
Head became the youngest golfer to ever 
win the State Amateur championship at 
the age of 16.

It is far too early to put Indian Land’s 
Mason Kucia in this group, but the high 
school freshman is getting close.

Kucia rolled in a 6-foot par putt 
on the final hole to defend his title at 
the South Carolina AAAA High School 
championship played at Forest Lake in 
Columbia.

Kucia posted rounds of 68 and 73 to 
finish at 1-over par 141.

It was the same score he posted to 
win his first title as a middle-schooler 
when the tournament was at the Dolphin 

Head course on Hilton Head last year.
The Warrior golfer was locked in a 

tight battle with Flora golfers, who were 
in the process of winning the team title, 
both days of the 36 hole championship.

“There were guys in my group and 
others that I had to battle all day,” said 
the defending champion.“I put myself 
in good position yesterday (first round) 
and had a one stroke lead,” he said.

Flora golfers Luke Sullivan, Charles 
Cauthen and Adam Hunt would all make 
the All-State team and finish behind 

Kucia, but there were still some tense 
times for the young golfer.

Cauthen would actually share the 
lead with Kucia late in the round.

Playing four groups in front of the 
leader Cauthen bogeyed his final hole to 
finish one shot back of the leader, who 
had yet to finish his round.

Kucia needed a par on number 18 to 
hold his 1-shot lead over Cauthen.

“18 is directly over water and it is not 
very short. My arms were shaking on the 
tee and I blew it by the hole,” he said.

Needing a two putt par to win, Kucia 
rolled his approach putt to within six 
feet and calmly made his par to wrap up 
his second straight title.

“My putting was pretty solid all week, 
I didn’t miss any short ones. It was good 
to see it go in,” said Kucia.

For most of his two years of play-
ing high school golf, Kucia has almost 
always been the youngest player in 
contention.

“I like to play with the older guys. 
I’ve been able to fit right in. A few of 
them are seniors. Going DI and I hope I 
can follow their path,” he said.

Between his first AAAA champion-
ship in 2021 and this year’s win, Kucia 
has been adding to his resume.
Kucia... continued on page 18

Outfitting Golfers from Beginners to Pros for 45 years!

133 Southport Rd. (295 By-Pass, 1/4 mile past Fudruckers on the left) Spartanburg 29301  (864) 576-7120  M-Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Schedule a TRACKMAN fitting session OnLine
www.295bypassgolf.com

    Check our website
www.295bypassgolf.com

Upstates Largest Selection of “New to You” clubs for Men - Women - Juniors - Left Handers

Rogue ST Irons
ST Max     ST Max OS     ST Pro     ST Max OS Lite

Spring & Summer Apparel

Golf Shirts Golf Slacks and Shorts

Need Clubs for a day or a week? 
Srixon rental sets, left & right, Now Available

Start Your Junior 
with clubs that fit
Junior Clubs and 

Accessories

Get the perfect Father’s Day Gift or A Gift Certificate so Dad can get it himself!

High quality audio 
and GPS 
distances
In Stock

WINGMAN

Don’t leave your tunes at home!

Range
 Finder 
Smart Speaker

Golf’s Most 
Comfortable 
Shoe

Next BeltsIn Stock

New
In Sock

The
Albatross 

Polo

In stock

Tour Speed  2 for $70
Velocity 2 for $40

All Makes & Sizes - 
Left-Right
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AC Flora repeats as AAAA champions
Falcons go back to 
back and claim a 40 
shot win over the field

Falcons... continued on page 18

Not to take anything away from the 
other competitors at the South Carolina 
AAAA championship, but the tourna-
ment played at Forest Lake Country 
Club in Columbia was more a corona-
tion than a competition for the team 
title.

AC Flora won its second straight 
championship, this one by 40 shots over 
the field.

It wasn’t the other teams in the cham-
pionship were not good, it was simply 
that Flora was that much better.

“We thought we had one of the better 
teams in the state, if not the best team 
in the state,” said Flora coach Robert 
Dargan. “Our goal was to play as hard a 
schedule as we could and challenge our 
guys,” he said.

The Falcons were so dominant they 
accomplished a goal that appeared to be 
out of reach when set by the team at the 
start of the season.

“Our goal coming into the tourna-
ment was to try and get each one of our 
five players on the All-State team and 
we did it,” said Dargan. “Every one of 
our guys played great and it showed on 
the scoreboard and with the All-State 
team,” he added.

If it wasn’t for Indian Land’s Mason 
Kucia, who won the individual title for 
the second straight year, the champion-
ship could have looked like a Flora team 
qualifier.

Future Gamecock golfer Luke 
Sullivan and Charles Cauthen finished 
at even par, one-shot behind Kucia.

Adam Hunt finished fourth at 1-over 
par and Burch Harrison was fifth at 
2-over par.

“The one player I was worried about 
making the All-State team was Coleman 
Ferguson, but he came through with 
a great round to tie for tenth,” said 

Dargan.
Ferguson’s first round 82 didn’t fig-

ure into the Falcons’ first day total of 
288, but he shaved 14 shots off his 
round to card a 3-under par 68 in the 
final round.

“I’ve said this before, we have five 
players who are number one type play-
ers. We have a couple of dozen ways we 
can win a golf tournament because each 
of these players works so hard and are 
just that good,” he said.

North Augusta finished in second 
place, the same position they were in 
when last year’s championship ended.

 The Kucia led Warriors from Indian 
Land finished in third place.

Beaufort was fourth, just in front of 
three Upstate teams. Greenville, Easley 
and Eastside finished fifth through sev-
enth.

Greenville High golfers Tip Price 
finished seventh and Hugh Faulkner 
was tied for eighth place and both were 
named All-State.

If other teams in the classification or 
in big tournaments next year were hop-
ing that graduations would bring Flora 
back down to play with mere mortals, 
no such luck.

“We lose (Luke) Sullivan who has 
signed to play at South Carolina and 
(Burch) Harrison who is going to High 
Point, everyone else is back. We also 

Flora won their second straight AAAA Championship by an incredible 40 strokes over the field. The five 
Falcons who were on the course for the championship were Luke Sullivan, Burch Harrison, Charles Cauthen, 
Adam Hunt and Coleman Ferguson. Flora coach Robert Dargan. (GolfCub Photo)

Future Gamecock golfer Luke Sullivan tied with his 
teammate Charles Cauthen for second place one shot 
behind Kucia. (GolfClub Photo)

To Order Please Visit 
WWW.THEFIRSTTEEUPSTATE.ORG  

or at a Participating Course in the Upstate

the 2022 golf passports

Each Passport is still just 
$85 or both for just $150!

Purchase both and enjoy 66 dis-
counted rounds for ONLY $150

With each purchase receive a 
special coupon for 

The #1 Golf Trainer from 
OrangeWhip!

#BuildingGameChangers
upstate south carolina

Passport is valid January 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022
Passport is nontransferable Proceeds benefit First Tee - Upstate South Carolina

The Eastern Golf 
Passport

3’s Greenville - Boscobel 
Carolina Springs - The Creek 

Cherokee National  - Greer Golf  
Palmetto Hills  

Cherokee Valley  
Links O’Tryon 

Meadowbrook - Pickens 
 River Falls - The Rock 

Village Greens 
Willow Creek 

Woodfin Ridge

The Western Golf 
Passport

3’s Greenville - Boscobel 
 Carolina Springs - The Creek 
Cherokee Valley - Cobbs Glen   

The Club at Brookstone 
 Greer Golf - Palmetto Hills 

Windsor at Walhalla - Pickens
  Pebble Creek -  

The Preserve at Verdae - 
River Falls - The Rock - 

Village Greens - Woodfin Ridge

Tee Times 864-277-2680Tee Times 864-277-2680

Saturday - Sunday 
& Holidays

$38
$30 Monday thru

Friday

Rates are for 18 holes and cart including tax

315 Piedmont Golf Course Rd.
Take  Highway 25 South 

from I-85, past Donaldson. 
Turn right on Piedmont G.C. Rd. 

Lakeview is 2.5 miles on the right. 

Twilight After 2 PM
$27 Weekdays

$33 Sat & Sun

27Seniors   
Monday thru Friday

$



Page 8 The Golf Club
Morgan named WGCA All-American
Furman junior was  
ninth at NCAA and 
named to Palmer Cup

Welcome to Spartanburg’s Home Course!Welcome to Spartanburg’s Home Course!

Junior Junior 
Golf AcademyGolf Academy

  
(864) 583-7084 (864) 583-7084 

640 Keltner Ave.  Spartanburg640 Keltner Ave.  Spartanburg  
BookBook  Tee Times - Directions - Online Specials Tee Times - Directions - Online Specials 

www.TheCreekGolfClub.comwww.TheCreekGolfClub.com

Public Welcome!Public Welcome!
Call the Golf Shop Call the Golf Shop 

for bestfor best
Available Rate!Available Rate!

LadiesLadies
Golf AssociationGolf Association Bar & GrillBar & GrillGolf ShopGolf Shop

  Memberships to fit your life style! Call Director of Golf Mike Byce 864-583-7084 ext1 (Free Lesson with all new Club Members!)Memberships to fit your life style! Call Director of Golf Mike Byce 864-583-7084 ext1 (Free Lesson with all new Club Members!)

Tom Watson Designed Par 3 Course Tom Watson Designed Par 3 Course 
Full Range & Short Game AreaFull Range & Short Game Area
PGA Jr. League & Operation 36PGA Jr. League & Operation 36
Member Tournament ScheduleMember Tournament Schedule

USGA Handicap ServiceUSGA Handicap Service
Preferred Member Starting TimesPreferred Member Starting Times

Instruction from PGA ProfessionalsInstruction from PGA Professionals

When you add up all the accomplish-
ments Anna Morgan has achieved in the 
last year or so, it is easy for just about 
everyone to see the Furman rising senior 
is one of the best college golfers in the 
country.

But it is taking a little time for 
Morgan to believe what everyone else 
knows.

“I was in some pretty exclusive com-
pany at the NCAA,” said Morgan. “I 
looked around at the other girls playing 
and who are some really good golfers 
and I guess that means I’m pretty good 
too. But it hasn’t completely sunk in,” 
she said.

A very good week at the NCAA 
Championship in Arizona is another rea-
son to cause Morgan to change her mind, 
just a little.

Morgan was a fixture near the top 
of the leader board in every round and 
finished in a tie for ninth in medal play.

There are not many golfers in the 
country who have put together a year 
that can match Morgan’s junior cam-
paign.

Starting with this college season 
Morgan won two college events, The 

Lady Paladin Invitational and the UNF 
Intercollegiate.

In eleven college events Morgan fin-
ished in the top-5 seven times. She only 
missed the top-15 in two tournaments 
during the year.

She held the first round lead at the 
prestigious Darius Rucker Invitational, 
perhaps the strongest field in a regu-
lar season women’s college event and 
played in the Augusta National Women’s 
Amateur, made the cut and finished 21st.

Morgan helped her Furman team-
mates win the SoCon Championship and 
then qualified for the US Open which is 
being played in Pinehurst.

With her record it was no surprise she 
was voted the SoCon Player of the Year.

At the NCAA Regional in Stillwater, 
the Furman team missed advancing, but 
Morgan matched the low round of the 
tournament in her final round with a 
5-under par 67.

She moved up 14 places in the final 
round and earned a trip to the NCAA 
Championship.

Morgan played in the NCAA 
Championship as an individual. It wasn’t 
a culture shock since she played many 
individual events outside the college 
season, but it was different.

“It was exciting to be there and the 

course was super nice, but I wish my 
teammates could have been there with 
me. My coaches and my Dad were with 
me. There wasn’t much mixing with the 
other players. It was golf, practice, din-
ner and get some rest,” she said.

While at the NCAA Championship, 
Morgan was added to the Arnold Palmer 
Cup team. She joins the United States 
team that will play top European players 
in Geneva, Switzerland late in June.

The American team will be coached 
by Easley native and Ole’ Miss coach 
Kory Henkes. NCAA Champion 
Rose Zhang from Stanford and ACC 
Champion Rachel Kuehn from Wake 
Forest are other prominent players on 
the team.

“I’ve never been to Europe. I think 
it is going to be a great experience and 
I know it is going to be fun,” she said.

The next important ranking will come 
out in a week or so. Morgan was ranked 
29th before the NCAA Championship 
and her ninth place finish will certainly 
move her up.

Maybe after the new rankings are 
published she can start to feel comfort-
able about her place among the best 
players in the college game.

“I guess I’m starting to realize that I 
am better than I thought. I look at myself 
as a little kid practicing and just having 
fun playing golf,” concluded Morgan.

Furman rising senior Anna Morgan finished ninth in the NCAA Championship to complete her junior season 
for the Lady Paladins that included two wins. The SoCon Player of the Year was named to the WGCA All-
America second team and qualified for a spot in the US Open.
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New Name, New Owners, New Look, New Attitude!

Stop in and say hello!
Cole Patterson, PGA Pro & GM
John Franklin, Superintendent18 Hole Championship Course - Grill & Lounge - Full Beverage Service

Re-Grip it and Rip-It
Complete 

Club Repair 
Service

Fully Stocked Golf Shop

Coming Soon The Fort Club Logo Apparel
Rates

$34 Weekdays
After 2 pm $28
$40 Weekend

After 2 pm $38 

Seniors
$30 Weekdays
After 2 pm $24
$40 Weekends
After 2 pm  $34

Tee Times 864-543-2757   2816 Golf Course Rd   Ninety Six, SC   www.fortclub96.com

Home or away, Stan Sill can play.
In a little over a week the Spartanburg golfer won 

the state senior title at the Orangeburg County Club 
and a county title at Woodfin Ridge.

Sill drove back and forth to Orangeburg every day 
to win the SCGA championship, but he didn’t have as 
far to go to win the county title.

”I just play. Just keep it in front of you and play. 
It’ll work out,” he said after winning his fourth Senior 
Spartanburg Championship.

On a good day, it takes a couple of hours to drive 
from Spartanburg to Orangeburg.

Factor in the traffic around Columbia and the con-
struction, it is easy to get worn out making the trip 
there and back to the Upstate.

When you add in a round in the SCGA Senior 
Championship at the Orangeburg Country Club you 
have a pretty full day.

Stan Sill did it for three days in a row.
He led the tournament after the first two days and 

won a playoff after the final round to claim his first 
SCGA Senior championship.

“In hindsight it probably wasn’t too smart to be 
driving back and forth each day,” said Sill. “I was pret-
ty worn out by the end of the day,” said the 60 year old.

Sill had a 1:PM tee time the first day.
He opened the 54 hole championship posting a 

2-under par 70 to hold a one shot lead over Todd 
Webber of Spartanburg.

“I made four-bogeys on the back or I could have had 
a really good scores,” he said.

Sill eagled his last hole to take the first round lead 
with him on his trip back to Spartanburg.

In the second round, Sill started on the tenth tee at 
9am. It meant leaving Spartanburg around 6am.

“I can come rolling in on two wheels and be on the 
tee. I don’t need a lot of time to warm up,” he joked.

Sill and the rest of the field fought with the wind as 
well as the course during the second round. He carded 
four more bogeys in the wind and one double-bogey on 
the par-5 4th hole (his 13th hole).

“I don’t watch the scoreboard, but I figured the way 
I played somebody would have caught me, but I still 
had the lead even shooting a 76,” said Sill.

Greer’s Doug Ramey, Johns Island’s Richard 
Rebholz and Eddie Hargett from Blythewood all 
trailed Sill by one. 

Since Sill completed his round just after lunch. He 
drove back to Spartanburg to catch up on some work in 
his office, but he hadn’t played his last golf of the day.

He went to The Creek, his home course in 
Spartanburg, to play in his regular Tuesday night game 
with his pals.

“It wasn’t any big deal. I enjoy playing with those 

Sill wins SCGA and Spartanbug senior titles
Spartanburg’s Stan Sill drove back and forth to Orangeburg every day to win the 2022 SCGA Senior Championship. He didn’t have to drive nearly as far to win his fourth Spartanburg County Senior Amateur Championship 
a week later. (SCGA and GolfClub Photos)
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Home or away, Sill wins 
Senior titles at Woodfin 
Ridge and Orangeburg

Sill wins two... continued on page 16
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PUBLIC WELCOME! COME PLAY TODAY!PUBLIC WELCOME! COME PLAY TODAY!

400 N. Hwy 25 By-Pass, Greenville 864-294-2690 400 N. Hwy 25 By-Pass, Greenville 864-294-2690         

Just a few reasons to play your Just a few reasons to play your 
next round at Furman!next round at Furman!

Championship Design - Practice RangeChampionship Design - Practice Range
Traditions Grill - Professional InstructionTraditions Grill - Professional Instruction

            Four sets of Tees & PGA Family CourseFour sets of Tees & PGA Family Course
           Online Tee Time Booking             Online Tee Time Booking  
                      Walking Rates                      Walking Rates

 Golfweek Magazine ranks Furman as the top  Golfweek Magazine ranks Furman as the top 
University course you can play!University course you can play!

BOOK ON LINE anytime at WWW.FURMANGOLFCLUB.COMBOOK ON LINE anytime at WWW.FURMANGOLFCLUB.COM

Disapointing post season for Palmetto State teams
Success eludes state 
teams at the NCAA 
championship

Only two teams from the Palmetto State advanced to the NCAA Championship finals at Grayhawk Golf Club in Scottsdale Arizona. South Carolina was the top ranked team in the Tallahassee Regional and advanced to the 
finals after finishing in a tie for second at the Regional. The College of Charleston was unranked going into the Palm Beach Regional, but finished fifth to advance to the national championship.

Last year the NCAA Championship 
held a great deal of interest for college 
golf fans from South Carolina.

Clemson’s Turk Pettit won the indi-
vidual championship, but this year no 
team or individual brought home a 
championship.

There were only two teams from 
South Carolina to advance to the NCAA 
National Championship at the Grayhawk 
Golf Club in Scottsdale, Arizona.

The 3rd ranked Gamecock women’s 
team and the 49th ranked College of 
Charleston’s men’s teams were the only  
state teams in the championship finals.

South Carolina continued their inabil-
ity to play up to their regular season 
ranking in the championship finals.

The first round for the Gamecocks 
was not as bad as it was last year when 

they opened the championship in last 
place, but South Carolina was 20th out 
of the 24 teams in the finals.

The Gamecocks would have to 
scramble in the second and third rounds 
to make the 15 team cut and play the 
final day.

South Carolina shot their best round 
of the NCAA Championship on the final 
day but it came too late.

USC’s 288 still left the Gamecocks 
9-shots out of the last spot to advance to 
the Match Play final.

”Although our expectation was to 
make a run at the National Championship, 
our body of work for the entire season is 
something for which to hold our heads 
extremely high,” said USC coach Kalen 
Anderson.

It was the second straight year a 
top-5 Gamecock team failed to make the 
Match Play final.

Top ranked Stanford defeated Oregon 
3-2 in the championship match.

The Charleston men’s team was a bit 

of a surprise making it out of a difficult 
Region.

The Cougars Kieron van Wyck helped 
Charleston earn a trip to the finals. The 
freshman held the lead in the Region 
after the second round and finished tied 
for fourth.

The Cougars made their first appear-
ance in the NCAA Finals since 2001.

Charleston struggled the entire tour-
nament and finished 30th in the cham-
pionship field.

 The Clemson men’s team in the 
Columbus Regional and South Carolina 
in the Norman Regional both finished 
in sixth place, one place below the cut 
line to advance to the national champi-
onship.

Both teams got caught in a log jam of 
teams in each Regional trying to move 
into the top-5.

Clemson missed making the final 
five by four shots while the Gamecocks 
missed advancing by six shots.

Gamecock senior Evans Lewis shot a 

final round three-under par 69 to finish  
in a tie for fifth and advanced to play in 
the NCAA Finals as an individual.

In the finals Lewis shot rounds of 75, 
74 and 79 for an 18 over par 228 total 
and missed the cut to play in the final 
round for the stroke play championship.

Vanderbilt freshman Gordon Sargent 
broke a four-way tie at the end of reg-
ulation with a birdie on the first playoff 
hole to win the individual championship. 

Charleston Southern, the Big South 
champion played in the Palm Beach 
Regional but finished thirteenth.

The season ended in Regional play 
for the women’s teams from Clemson, 
Furman and the College of Charleston.

Furman finished sixth and Clemson 
was seventh in the Stillwater Regional.

Lady Paladin golfer Anna Morgan 
advanced from the Regional to play in 
the NCAA Championship. (Please see 
story on Page 8)

The Cougars finished tenth in the 
Tallahassee Regional.
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It will never be as famous as the Ryder Cup or 
Walker Cup, but to the eight South Carolina Juniors 
and the families who will accompany them to Scotland, 
this year’s Watson Cup is considered to be a once in a 
lifetime experience.

In 2016 the South Carolina Golf Association was 
presented with an idea by its Junior Golf Chairman, 
Ben Zeigler from Florence, to put together a unique 
golf event for juniors.

Zeigler had traveled and played golf in Scotland. 
While there he hit upon the idea of creating an event 
for junior golfers to celebrate the historical connection 
between the oldest golf club in the world, The Royal 
Burgess Golf Society and the first golf in the colonies.

“In 1739 golf clubs and balls were shipped from 
Edinburgh to Carolina and that was the start, as far as 
anyone can determine, of golf in America,” said David 
Warren, who led the team of Scottish Juniors to play in 
the first Watson Cup.

The event was named for the 5-time Open Champion 
golfer of the year, Tom Watson, who gave his blessing 
to the competition and was in attendance for the first 
Cup matches.

The juniors played the Ryder Cup style event on 
the famous Ocean Course, the site of the “War on the 
Shore” the 1991 Ryder Cup and at Watson’s designed 
Cassique Golf Club both on Kiawah Island.

The team of South Carolina Juniors won the initial 
competition and everyone looked forward to the next 
matches planned for 2020 in Scotland.

And then Covid turned the world upside down.
“We really were not sure it would happen again,” 

said Joe Quick, the Senior Director of the South 
Carolina Junior Golf Foundation. “First it was pushed 
back a year and then a little more until traveling could 
be considered again,” he said.

Late last year it looked like the UK and the US 
would again make travel possible. Quick and SCJGA 
Senior Director Justin Fleming contacted Warren and 
plans started to come together.

“Working on the itinerary has been tricky with the 
pandemic, but we have gotten it put together and made 
sure everything was a go,” said Quick.

The Watson Cup team includes Greenville’s Tip 
Price and Hugh Faulkner,III, Major Lenning from 
Mauldin, Andrew Gregory from Boiling Springs, 

Rowan Sullivan from Charleston, Burch Harrison and 
Adam Hunt from Columbia, Luke Walmet from Mount 
Pleasant and Jerry Bruns from Beaufort.

“I’ve never been out of the country before so it will 
be interesting,” said Tip Price from Greenville. “I just 
got my passport and I’m looking forward to playing 
the famous courses we will play,” he said.

The juniors will play North Berwick with its famous 
views of the Firth of Forth, the Royal Burgess Golf 
Society, the oldest golf club in the world, Gullane 
which is 350 years old and Muirfield designed by Tom 
Morris and the host to the first 72 hole Open in 1892.

Major Lenning from Mauldin dialed up Google 
Earth to see some pictures of where he was going.

“I didn’t know anything about where we were 
going,” said Lenning. “I knew Scotland was famous 
for golf, but I looked up each place and everything 
looks so cool. I can’t wait,” he added.

The team’s families will be joining the Juniors on 
the trip and have put together their own schedules for 
golf and site-seeing around the Watson Cup matches.

It would be hard to believe, with as many golfing 
families making the trip, that many will not be packing 
their clubs with their cameras.

“We are lucky to put this together after Covid. We 
have a great group of juniors and families making the 
trip. It could be a once in a life-time experience for a 
lot of us. I’m just as excited as the boys,” said Quick.

The SCGA hosted the first Watson Cup in Charleston in 2018. Tom Watson , the most successful US golfer in the history of the “Open” gave his permission to name the competition in his honor. The 5-time Open champion 
was on hand on Kiawah Island for the first matches between South Carolina juniors and junior golfers from Scotland. After waiting out the pandemic the competition returns this year with SC juniors traveling to Scotland 
to play the many famous courses around Edinburgh and defend their victory in the first Watson Cup. (GolfClub Photo)

Watson Cup takes SC juniors to Scotland
Juniors to play at Muirfield, 
Royal Burgess, Gullane #1 
and other famous courses

Get Carolina Get Carolina 
Golf News Golf News 
Every Day!Every Day!

@TheGolfClubSC@TheGolfClubSCThe Golf Club SCThe Golf Club SC

www.scgolfclub.comwww.scgolfclub.com
Very often there is more to a story 

than we can fit in this edition.
Extra details, scores, pictures, 

important links and video
You can find the rest of the story and 

the latest news on our website

Find out more about the Watson Cup on our website at 
www.scgolfclub.com. In addition to more information 
about this year’s trip you will find stories and video 
highlights from the first Watson Cup in 2018.
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Bridgeman is one of only four golfers in the history of South Carolina High School golf to win three straight 
championships. As a Chapman Panther Bridgeman won the Class AAA titles in 2016-2017-2018.

In 2017 (above) Bridgeman won The Blade Junior at Thornblade. He 
broke the tournament record with rounds of 65 and 66. His first round 
included a back nine streak of birdie, birdie, birdie, eagle, birdie to post 
a 131 total and a 7-shot win. (Below) Bridgeman helped the US Team 
win the  first Junior President’s Cup played in 2017. He added his name 
to the list of future college and PGA Tour golfers who won the Orange 
Jacket title.

Jacob Bridgeman started getting noticed when he was a SCJGA Junior All-Star in 2013. The next several 
years included major titles, record performances all leading to his signing to play college golf at Clemson.

Jacob Bridgeman
2022 ACC Champion and Player of the Year

Bridgeman has won a number of 
Carolina Junior Majors includ-
ing the 2016 Carolina Junior, 
Grant Bennett and Junior Azalea 
Championships. At Clemson 
Bridgeman won four times includ-
ing his biggest victory, the 2022 
ACC Championship.

Jacob Bridgeman has completed his 
junior and now amateur and collegiate 
career breaking records on each level.

As a South Carolina High School 
golfer, the former Chapman Panther is 
one of only four golfers to win three 
state titles in a row in 2016, 2017, 2018.

As a Junior golfer Bridgeman col-
lected major championships at the 
2016 Carolina Junior, the SCJGA Grant 
Bennett, Junior Azalea and The Blade to 
name just a few.

Bridgeman helped the US team win 
the first Junior President’s Cup in 2017.

Records continued to fall when 
Bridgeman began his Clemson career.

During his four years with the Tigers 
he tied 1989 US Amateur Champion 
Chris Patton and PGA Tour winner D.J. 
Trahan with five career victories, the 
most in the Clemson program’s history

His win at the Linger Longer 

Invitational by six-shots set a Clemson 
record for victory margin.

Bridgeman shot 50 rounds in the 
60s and finished his career with 70.74 
career stroke average, second only to 
another Tiger, US Amateur champion 
Doc Redman.

His biggest win was his last college 
victory, the 2022 ACC championship. 
He earned All-ACC and All-American 
honors every year at Clemson, except 
the Covid canceled season.

Bridgeman who excelled in the class-
room as well. He was honored as the 
ACC Golf Student-Athlete of the Year 
in 2021.

His final college accomplishment 
will launch his professional career.

Bridgeman finished second in the 
PGA Tour University ranking earning 
him exempt status on the Korn-Ferry 
Tour.
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Trent Phillips

Trent Phillips’ first headlines came when he won the 2008 US Kids 8-year old World Championship. When he was old enough to enter SCJGA events he won the 2012 Pee Wee championship. Phillips won SC high school 
championships in 2014-2015-2017 and  back to back SCGA Junior Championships in 2016 and 2017. He won his first major amateur at the Palmetto Amateur and  last summer won the prestigious Sunnehanna Amateur.

As an 8 year old, (above) Phillips was one of the youngest competitors 
in a Big Break type contest before The Blade Junior with Jay Haas look-
ing on. A few years later Haas (middle) would be presenting the SCGA 
Junior Player of the Year award, named in his honor, to Phillips for 
three straight years. As a sophomore at Georgia, (lower) Phillips won 
his first college championship with a win at the Ka’anapali Collegiate

All-State   All-SEC   All American
Trent Phillips left his mark on junior 

and high school golf in South Carolina 
and has done the same in his four years 
as a Bulldog golfer at Georgia.

Phillips was an All-State golfer in 
South Carolina with championships at 
every level of competition.

He started with an 8-year old US Kids 
World Championship and a few years 
later the SCGA Pee Wee Championship.

In the 2014 SCGA Championship at 
Willow Creek Phillips followed up his 
first SC High School championship with 
the 13-14 year old Division title.

In his career he won two more high 
school championships and the Junior 
titles in 2016 and 2017.

His junior resume included becoming 
the youngest winner of the Palmetto 
Amateur and the Bobby Chapman 
Junior. 

Those big wins helped him became a 

First Team Junior All-American.
At Georgia Phillips rewrote the 

record book that already was filled with 
superlatives from the dozens of Bulldog 
All-Americans who have gone on to find 
success on the PGA Tour.

Phillips was the fourth Bulldog to 
never miss a tournament. He was  in the 
Georgia line-up for 41 of 41 tourneys.

He won three college championships 
finishing his career with a scoring aver-
age of 70.35, best in program history.

His record victory margin of 20 
strokes at the Ka’anpali Intercollegiate 
was another program record. 

He was named the Freshman of the 
Year during his first season in Athens 
and made the All-SEC First team.

This year Phillips became the only 
Bulldog golfer to be named to the All-
SEC First team in each of his four years 
at Georgia. 

Phillips won the 13-14 year old 
division title at the 2014 SCGA 
Junior. He went on to win back to 
back Junior titles in 2016 & 2017. 
He signed to play college golf at 
Georgia and set program records 
during his four years in Athens. In 
the storied history of Bulldog golf 
Phillips became the first four-time 
First Team All-SEC golfer.
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It is not unusual to find a Biershenk 
or a Grumbles on a leader board at an 
Upstate weekend golf tournament.

It is unusual, in fact it never hap-
pened before, to find a Biershenk and 
Grumbles on the same team in a 2-man 
event.

“Shane (Grumbles) and I play some 
golf together, but this was the first time 
we teamed up in a tournament like this 
two-man,” said Biershenk.

”I wasn’t going to play and then 
Robbie’s partner couldn’t play and I 
guess I might have been the fifth or sixth 
guy he asked,” joked Grumbles.

The two teamed up to survive a 
playoff and claim the win at the Spring 
Upstate Two-Man championship played 
at Legacy Pines in Mauldin.

Tyler Burdine and Levi Moody 
opened the 36 hole mixed format event 
by shooting a 13-under par 59 .

The team of Biershenk and Grumbles 
along with the team of Joseph Fuller 
and Jonah Smith were 1-shot back after 
shooting a first round 60s.

While there were several other teams 
within a couple of shots of the lead when 
Fuller and Smith fell back in the final 
round it became a two team battle.

As the tournament moved through the 
final nine holes, neither team was sure 
of how they stood.

“Our electronic scorer wasn’t work-
ing and we went to the last couple of 
holes thinking we were down a shot,” 
said Biershenk.

Biershenk drove the 18th green and 
put his team within 40 feet of a possible 
eagle.

“We were thinking we had to make it 
to catch up and go up by one, because 
this likely would be a birdie hole for 
them (Burdine and Moody) too,” said 
Grumbles.

Both Grumbles and Biershenk had 
to settle for a birdie after missing their 
long eagle putts and thinking, they at 
best, were even.

Without the help of the scoring sys-
tem the reverse was actually what was 
happening.

Burdine and Moody were one back 
and their birdie on 17 temporarily tied 
them with Biershenk and Grumbles.

Playing in the final group of the day 
Burdine and Moody birded the last hole 
to force a playoff.

“I had eagled the playoff hole (num-
ber 1) during the round, but the grass 
grew enough to make the break of the 
green much different than in the morn-
ing,” said Grumbles.

Both teams were in position to putt 
for eagles after exceptional drives.

Moody had a 40 foot chance that came 
up a few feet short, while Grumbles and 
Biershenk could not convert from the 
10 – 15 foot range.

“We thought we each made our putt, 
but there was just enough grain near 
the hole to spin our putts away,” said 
Grumbles.

Both of their eagle attempts were on 
the same line as Moody’s birdie putt 
would travel.

Trying to go to school on the late 

break both Biershenk and Grumbles 
putts took near the hole, Moody gave it a 
little extra juice to attempt to take some 
of the break out of the putt.

His putt looked good, but rimmed out 
and Biershenk and Grumbles won the 
Spring Two Man title.

“Robbie just hits the ball so well it 
always gives his partner the knowledge 
that he is going to be in great position 
off the tee,” said Grumbles.

Biershenk returned the compliment 
to his teammate when he said, “Shane 
is so consistent. I know I can let it out 
and if I get in trouble he will still be in 
play,” he said.

Biershenk has now won or had high 
finishes in several of the Two-Man 
weekend events in the Upstate this year.

If you thought it was his power off 
the tee that made the difference, he 
would disagree.

“It’s recruiting,” he laughed. “When I 
can get a partner who can let me swing 
away, like Shane did today, we can put 
together a pretty good score.

Over the weekend the winning team 
carded 16 birdies and 3 eagles.

Third place was a tie between Fuller 
and Smith and the team of Mark Torres 
and Jacob Burgess who matched their 
opening round 64 in the second round 
to climb four spots into the tie for third.

Flight winners included: First Flight 
– Paul Donner and Phil Hewlitt, Second 
Flight – Duane Barnes and Benji McCall, 
Third Flight – Michael Kirkland and 
McKenenzie Barringer, Fourth Flight – 
Tim and Dennis Schwabb.

Biershenk and Grumbles team up to win
Spring 2-man ends 
with a one hole play-
off at Legacy Pines

Robbie Biershenk and Shane Grumbles teamed up to win the Spring Two-Man at Legacy Pines. Biershenk and 
Grumbles topped Levi Moody and Tyler Burdine on the first extra hole. (GolfClub Photo)

Access to the golf course & facilities 
7 days a week. Play our sister course 
for a reciprocal rate of $20

Play 18 Holes
Monday - Thursday

Must present this coupon to redeem offer

Access to the golf course & facilities 
7 days a week. Play our sister course 
for a reciprocal rate of $20

Play 18 Holes
Monday - Thursday

Must present this coupon to redeem offer

Best Greens, Best Burgers, Best Value...Best Greens, Best Burgers, Best Value...  ”Nuff Said”!”Nuff Said”!

200 Ranch Rd. Greenville, SC - legacypinesgc.com200 Ranch Rd. Greenville, SC - legacypinesgc.com
Pro Shop: 864-277-4491Pro Shop: 864-277-4491

171 Sliding Rock Rd. Pickens, SC - therockgolfclub.com 171 Sliding Rock Rd. Pickens, SC - therockgolfclub.com 
Pro Shop: 864-878-2030Pro Shop: 864-878-2030
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      $42.00            $49.00
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Kevin Britt wants to know - Do you want to get better?
“I enjoy teaching golfers who want to get better. If 

I can help a 30 handicapper down into the teens, that 
is as satisfying as helping a junior get good enough to 
earn a college scholarship.”

Congratulations Anna!

2022 
Player of the Year

www.kevinbrittgolf.comKevin BrittKevin Britt
PGA Director of InstructionPGA Director of Instruction

Carolina Country Club Carolina Country Club 
SpartanburgSpartanburg

Individual instruction and group classes are held at the Carolina Country Club 
and are open to members and non-members

Reserve a place for your Junior at Kevin’s Summer Camps

Limestone and Anderson make DII Finals
The Limestone Saints played for the NCAA DII National Championship losing out to Findlay University in the finals. Anderson earned their first trip to the national championship and finished second in stroke play and 
advanced to the semi-finals before being eliminated by their neighbors from Gaffney. The NCAA DII runners-up team included  Ebba Hellman, Taylor Oberparleiter, Maria Morales, Lena Schilowsky, Stina Wilkstrom and 
Head coach Trey Taylor and assistant coach Brett Krekorian, Anderson’s team included Kennedy McGaha, Jessica Rathbone, Kerington Lamb, Emma Charles, Victoria Hall and Associate Head Coach Denton Moore and 
Director of Golf Danny Neal

Saints finished sec-
ond, Trojans make 
first trip to the finals

The Limestone Saints and the 
Anderson Trojans’ success in both the 
incredibly difficult South Regional and 
the NCAA Finals have rerouted the  
road to the NCAA DII national cham-
pionship.

Instead of almost exclusively running 
through Florida, now the two schools 
in South Carolina proved the road to 
a national championship goes through 
Gaffney and Anderson.

Findlay University of Ohio topped 
Limestone in the final match to claim 
the NCAA DII Championship.

It was the Saints first trip to the 
finals  in three tries and the first time the 
Limestone team played for the National 

championship.
“Not the result we wanted yesterday 

but so much to be proud of! Everyone 
gave it their all,” said Limestone coach 
Trey Taylor.

Any doubt the Limestone program 
was not an upper level team and could 
compete with and beat many of the sto-
ried DII programs was put to rest.

The quality of the Saints’ play-
ers was  recognized by the Women’s 
Golf Coaches Association when Ebba 
Hellman was named a First Team All-
American after having been named 
the 2022 South Atlantic Conference 
Women’s Golfer of the Year.

 Stina Wikstrom and Maria Morales 
were part of the Second All-American 
team.

Taylor in his first year as head coach 
will have to replace some key members 
of the championship team.

Graduation and the NCAA Transfer 

Portal mean recruiting never stops even 
on a team that came within a few strokes 
of a national championship.

The semi-final match-up between 
Limestone and Anderson could have 
been worthy of being the final.

Anderson won the SAC champion-
ship finishing in front of Limestone.

The Trojans also edged ahead of 
Limestone in the stroke play portion of 
the national final.

The difference between the two teams 
in the head to head Medal- Match Play 
semi-final came down to two strokes.

“I think that match evened our record 
with them in tournaments to 5 and 5,” 
said Denton Moore, the Associate Head 
Coach. “We have been in tournaments 
with them all year so it really wasn’t 
much of surprise when we played them 
in this tournament,:” he said.

The highlight of the Anderson season 
was advancing out of the difficult South 

Regional to play in their first National 
Championship tournament.

“Everyone knows how difficult it is 
to advance out of the South Regional. 
All five of the teams from the Region 
made the final eight for match play,” 
said Moore.

Anderson will return four of its five 
starters from this year’s team led by All-
American Jessica Rathbone. 

Kerington Lamb will use her extra 
year of eligibility, meaning only Victoria 
Hall and Anna Freeman will graduate 
from this year’s team. 

Moore has a good player who made 
important contributions during the year 
ready to step into the lineup.

“Zoey Iglesias helped us this year 
and is important to us going forward. 
We also have three very good recruits 
coming in,” he said.

Joining the team next year will 
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The first team to win a high school 
golf championship in the state this year, 
and bring a title back to the Upstate 
were the Panthers from Hampton Park 
Christian School in Greenville.

The team won the South Carolina 
Association of Christian Schools state 
championship at the Columbia Country 
Club.

The Panthers shot a 343 total to 
finish in front of Bob Jones Academy 
from Greenville, Victory Christian from 
North Augusta and Oakwood Christian 
School from Anderson.

“We were undefeated during the reg-
ular season and our guys played great to 

Hampton Park wins state
win the state title,” said Jeremy Revis 
the Hampton Park Coach.

There are 12 golf playing schools 
around the state in the Association. 

The field for the state championship 
was determined by a team’s stroke aver-
age.

Hampton Park had the best average 
during the regular season and continued 
to play well in the championship.

Jack Gibbs from Victory Christian 
School in North Augusta was the medal-
ist shooting a 76 to win the tournament.

The Hampton Park state champion-
ship team included Owen Kinnunen, 
Lee Earl Jackson, Pete Revis, Ryder 
Seppala and Jack Scelsi.

Team members who did not play 
in the championship included Grant 
Canfield, Jayden Williams and Gavin 
Burnett.

Head Coach Jeremy Revis and Assistant coach Scott Graham joined their team in celebrating the SCACS state 
title won at the Columbia Country Club. Team members included Owen Kinnunen, Lee Earl Jackson, Pete 
Revis, Ryder Seppala, Jack Scelsi, Grant Canfield, Jayden Williams and Gavin Burnett

Panthers win the 
SCACS champion-
ship at Columbia CC

Sill wins two...    continued from page 9
guys and cutting up, that’s  the fun of 
playing for me,” he said.

After driving back and forth for two 
days and playing 27 holes the second 
day, Sill was back in the car early to 
make his final round 9:40:AM tee time.

Sill, Rebholtz and Hargett were in the 
final pairing.

Rebholtz and Ramey struggled on 
their first nine holes and droped back, 
while the championship would be decid-
ed between Sill and Hargett.

Sill added a shot to his lead over 
Hargett at the turn, but on the final nine 
holes it went back to just one shot by the 
time they reached number 16.

“I thought we were even on 16 and 
when I rolled in my birdie on top of his 
it turned out I still had a one shot lead,” 
said Sill.

Both golfers parred the 17th hole, but 
on the 18th hole Hargett finally caught 
up. He birdied the hole while Sill made 
a 20 foot par putt to end regulation tied.

On the playoff hole Hargett’s 
approach shot bounced off the firm 
green while Sill had a 15 foot birdie putt 
for the win.

Hargett’s chip came up short while 
Sill drained his 15- foot putt for his first 
senior championship.

“I was close last year. I was ahead 
when weather canceled the final round, 
so I’m glad to have won,” he said.

Sill shot rounds of 70-76-70 to finish 
at even par 216. Hargett’s final round 
3-under par 69 was the low round of the 
tournament.

2020 Senior champion Steve Liebler 
from Irmo shot an even par 72 to move 

up to tie Rebholtz for third place.
Close to home in Spartanburg, Sill 

won his fourth Senior county champion-
ship with a 66 during a scorching round 
on Saturday to take control of the event. 

 His two-day total of five-under-par 
139 was three strokes ahead of Mark 
Pike and Ronald Pruitt, who tied for 
second at two-under 142.

Max Fain, Greg Moore, and Alan 
Stepp tied for fourth at one-over 145.

Sill made two bogeys and four birdies 
on the front to go out in 34, and played 
the 12th-14th holes in four-under. He 
bogeyed the 15th before a birdie at 16 
and a pair of pars closed out his round.

Sill said while the second round score 
was better, he played well throughout 
the tournament.

“I played probably just as good or 
better yesterday, I just messed up a cou-
ple times. Yesterday wasn’t much dif-
ferent from today. I made three bogeys 
today. I just didn’t make as many mis-
takes,” he said.

Flight winners included Eric Magera 
(Flight 2), Michael Hanke (Flight 3), 
Johnny Smith (Flight 4), and Tom 
Leopard (Flight 5).

Sill is no stranger to SCGA 
Championships. He has won 15 Left-
Handers titles, the last in 2017. 

In the Upstate he has six Spartanburg 
County Amateur titles and now four 
Senior titles. 

“I just love to play, it is about the 
only thing I do. If I win something that 
is nice, but I don’t play for wins I play 
because I love the game,” concluded the 
SCGA and County Senior Champion.

Support Junior Golf in South Carolina

A Portion of the Fee is contributed to Junior Golf in South Carolina. Plates are Available at SC DMV Offices

Put a First in Golf  tag on your vehicle

For More Information and to Apply for a 
License Plate 

go to www.scjgf.org
tab/Fund raising Initiative and Events

License Tag Program
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Public Welcome!Public Welcome!

Voted the #1 Collegiate Golf Course Voted the #1 Collegiate Golf Course 
in the US by Golf Advisor.in the US by Golf Advisor.

Rumbling Bald Resort hosts the CGA

By Jed Blackwell
Associate Editor-Publisher

CGA Womens Four-
Ball tourney to be 
played this month

Most golfers in the Upstate think of 
the Rumbling Bald Resort as a great 
get-away for a round of golf or a few 
days’ stay.

But golfers shouldn’t forget that the 
Apple Valley golf course is a champion-
ship layout.

Starting on June 28, many top women 
golfers and senior women golfers will 
be at Rumbling Bald for the 45th CGA 
Women’s Four-Ball championship.

“In the past, we’ve held some of 
the CGA’s major championships, maybe 
even at Bald Mountain,” said Adam 
Bowles, Golf Operations Manager at 
Rumbling Bald. “We host four CGA 
events per year here, and now we’re up 
to six. We’re hoping that will eventually 
bring us championships. I think Apple 
Valley would be perfect for a CGA 
championship.”

Bowles said Apple Valley offers sev-

eral things that make it an attractive 
choice for a championship venue.

“The location is second-to-none,” he 
said. “We have exceptional Bermuda 
greens. This is one of the best layouts in 
Western North Carolina, and I believe 
that the yardage would set up perfectly.”

The field for this year’s tournament is 
expected to be a strong one.

Last year, Jensen Castle and Rachel 

Kuehn teamed up to win the tournament 
when it was played at the Orangeburg 
Country Club.

Castle went on to win the U.S. 
Women’s Amateur and Kuehn helped 
lead Wake Forest to the ACC Women’s 
Championship. 

Castle, a University of Kentucky 
standout, is from Columbia while Kuehn 
hails from nearby Asheville. Bowles 

said the pair’s proximity was a consid-
eration.

“Hopefully something regional will 
help with the decision to get them back,” 
he said.

Bowles said the chance to host a tour-
nament of the caliber of the Four-Ball is 
what the facility is looking for.

“We host six CGA events of varying 
skill levels, and we absolutely love 
all of those different varieties of play-
ers,” he said. “Now, we want to test 
our mettle against the best of the best. 
Championships are the goal, and this 
will definitely help the course gain 
some exposure. We believe this is an 
exceptional venue, and we want to draw 
some more attention. We’re extremely 
excited,” added Bowles.

Spectators are welcome and he thinks 
spectators should be excited, too.

“Be prepared to see some great golf,” 
he said. “The Carolinas section is flood-
ed with champions. There’s a huge talent 
pool, and there are a lot of great seniors, 
men, and women who play really well 
across the country,” he concluded.

Golfers have until June 21st to regis-
ter for the championship at www.caroli-
nasgolf.org.

The Apple Valley Course at the Rumbling Bald Resort on Lake Lure will host some of the Carolinas best 
women golfers when the Carolinas Golf Association holds the 45th Carolina Women’s Four-Ball champion-
ship begining on June 28th. (Rumbling Bald photo)
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tight battle with Greenville’s St. Joseph’s.
Upstate team Chesnee was seventh and Abbeville 

finished in eighth place while Brashier Middle College 
was eleventh.

The top three Christ Church golfers. Walker and 
William Jennings and Jay Lowder were joined on the 
All-State AA team by David Oliver from Pageland who 
finished third. 

St Joseph’s golfer Joey Clary was fourth and Henry 
Hall was sixth.

Adam Fennell from Ninety Six finished 10th and 
made the All-State team.

NOTE: Complete team and individual scores are 
available on our website at www.scgolfclub.com.

Cavaliers...
                                 continued from page 5

The Jennings brothers Walker and William have kept the AA individual 
championship in the family. William won the title last year with Walker 
finishing in third place. This year Walker won the title and William was 
the runner-up. (SCHSL Photo)

He is ranked in the top-10 of the SCJGA Heritage 
Foundation rankings with top-10 finishes at The Blade, 
The Transou, Mimosa Hills, the Cheraw Fall Challenge 
to name just a few..

In April he played in and won his first AJGA cham-
pionship with a 2-shot win in the tournament played at 
the Longleaf Golf Club in Pinehurst.

He has a full summer schedule planned with the 
SCJGA Junior, the Grant Bennett and the Southern 
Junior in Charleston on his schedule.

There have been many juniors who have gotten off 
to great starts, but  distractions like cars, girlfriends, 
jobs and normal growth as kids go from gangley 13 
year olds to young men at 16 and 17 can challenge 
their focus on golf.

This year’s win puts the 9th grader in a tie with 
many golfers who have won back to back state titles.

A win next year could tie Kucia with PGA Tour 
golfer D.J. Trahan and this year’s ACC Champion 
Jacob Bridgeman with three straight wins.

“Three straight, well that is the goal to go back to 
back to back. We will see how it goes,” said the two-
time AAAA champion who as a freshmen could have 
three more chances to add to his championships.

Kucia... continued from page 6

As just a high school freshman, Mason Kucia has already won two South 
Carolina High School AAAA Championships. (GolfClub Photo)

many that pushed the Bulldogs to the title.
“This feels great,” Gregory said. “People didn’t 

really think we could do this because of the players we 
lost, so it’s good to be able to do it.”

With Gregory’s birdie and reports from the club-
house indicating the Bulldogs were up by a shot, Pruitt 
walked out to Gregory in the middle of the 18th fair-
way to tell him where the championship match stood.

“He’s the kind of kid who wants to know,” Pruitt 
said. “I told him we were up by one. I told him I 
thought we could hit in the middle of the green and 
two-putt and go. It didn’t really work out like that.”

Chapin’s approach shot was short of the green, but 
Gregory blasted his to the back of the putting surface, 
50 or so feet away. 

He nearly made his birdie attempt, trickling just out-
side the hole and a few feet by. From there, he watched 
Chapin’s par putt slide past. Then, his nearly identical 
putt did the same.

“I guess I should’ve paid more attention,” he said 
with a laugh. “The team pushed me through it. When 
I was told we were in a winning spot, I said ‘I cannot 
mess this up’. We’ve got seniors on the team and I 
wanted to send them out with a win.”

Pruitt said the Bulldogs. No. 1 did plenty.
“This course doesn’t really suit his eye,” he said of 

Gregory. “He did a great job to get around like he did. 
I couldn’t be prouder,” concluded Pruitt. 

Wando finished third with Mauldin fourth and 
Spartanburg in fifth place.

Individually Tucker Simon from Wando earned 
medalist honors with a playoff win over  Ryan Bozard 
from West Ashley.

Earning All-State honors were Boiling Springs 
Taylor and Gregory, along with Mauldin’s Major 
Lenning and Jay Wilkins were included on the 10 play-
er All-State team.

NOTE: Complete team and individual scores from 
the South Carolina AAAAA Championship are avail-
able on our website at www.scgolfclub.com 

Boiling Springs...
                                 continued from page 4
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The hidden gem of the Upstate! Welcome Home!The hidden gem of the Upstate! Welcome Home!
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Seniors & MilitarySeniors & Military
Monday - FridayMonday - Friday

$29.00 $29.00 

Twilight Rates DailyTwilight Rates Daily
Starting at 1 PMStarting at 1 PM

From a Tour in the Army to a Pro Tour

In May, Marcus Plunkett did some-
thing that may have been a first for a 
West Point graduate or at the least a 
rarity.

He earned an exemption to play as a 
professional in a Korn-Ferry Tour event.

Plunkett will play in the BMW Charity 
Pro-Am in Greenville and Spartanburg 
starting on June 9th.

“I’m extremely happy about this,” 
said Plunkett. “It is a dream I have had 
since I was a kid and now I get to play 
in my first professional tournament,” he 

said. 
Plunkett shot rounds of 6-under par 

66 and 3-under par 68 to finish on top 
of a field of local aspiring Tour players 
at Thornblade Club, referred to as the 
Thornblade All-Stars.

While the field wasn’t as big as a 
Monday qualifier, the All-Stars, who are 
generously granted playing privileges at 
the club, included local pros who have 
been on PGA Tours in Canada and Latin 
America. A couple have played in reg-
ular Tour events and one won a USGA 
National championship. 

There have not been many, if any, 
graduates from any of the service acad-
emies who have gone on to play PGA 
Tour golf.

Plunkett has always wanted to chase 
his dream of playing professional golf.

At Army, he was a team captain his 
senior year and was a three-time first-
team all-conference golfer in the Patriot 
League.

He is most proud of being named to 
the All Patriot League 25th Anniversary 
All-Star team.

Playing golf at West Point, like other 
sports, is second to the academics and 

rigorous physical training cadets go 
through.

“We got to practice three and half 
to four hours a day if we were lucky. 
Military service and academics and 
physical training came first. It was con-
straining, but we all made the most of 
it,” he said.

With Plunkett’s college record, if 
he had been a golfer anywhere but the 
Academy, he would have graduated and 
immediately tried to earn some status 
on Tour.

Instead as a commissioned second 
lieutenant, Plunkett began his five-year 
commitment to the Army following his 
graduation.

West Point graduate Marcus Plunkett earned a Sponsor’s Exemption to play in the BMW Charity Pro Am. Plunkett moved to Greenville after completing his five year commitment to the army to pursue a professional golf 
career. He shot rounds of 5-under par 66 and 3-under par 68 to win the Qualifying tournament by 3-shots. Before playing in the event at Thornblade, Plunkett finished as the second alternate at the US Open Sectional in 
Columbia. (GolfClub Photos)

Army veteran Marcus 
Plunkett starts his pro 
career in the BMW

See video from his win and hear from 
Plunkett as he gets ready to start his 
pro career in the BMW tourney at 
www.scgolfclub.com

Plunkett... continued on page 20
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“I was deployed to Korea, spent time 
in Colorado, and then I was lucky to 
deploy to Afghanistan as logistic sup-
port for the 10th Special Forces group. 
I’m not SF or a Green Beret, but I was 
there to assist with logistics,” he said of 
his six-month tour in Afghanistan.

Plunkett’s tour in Afghanistan was all 
business.

“Someone left some old Goodwill 
clubs behind and I hit a few balls, but 
we were too busy to do anything, but our 
mission,” he said.

When he returned to the states he 
completed his time in Colorado and then 
had to decide what would be next.

“In Colorado, I knew I needed to 
move somewhere a little warmer. My 
cousin’s wife is from here and she said 
Greenville is the best and that was good 
enough for me. My girlfriend and I 
threw all our stuff in a U-Haul and drove 
out here,” he recalled.

Once he got to town he needed advice 
as to who could help him get his profes-
sional career going.

One of Plunkett’s Army friends sug-
gested Tommy Biershenk at Legacy 
Pines.

“It took about 15 minutes of hitting 
balls and I could see he had the nat-

ural ability to make it. He is tall, in 
great shape and had a natural swing. It 
was easy to see he was talented,”  said 
Biershenk.

The former PGA Tour player began 
tutoring Plunkett to get ready to launch 
his professional career..

The two get together every couple of 
weeks. In May, some of the things the 
two have worked on clicked and pro-
duced results.

After being in Greenville for about a 
year, Plunkett scored his first major pro-
fessional golf accomplishment when he 
finished as an alternate at the US Open 
Sectional qualifying tournament at the 
Columbia Country Club.

“If I get to go on that would be great, 
but I was happy with the way I was able 
to go out there and compete,” he said.

Plunkett’s good play continued in the 
special tournament at Thornblade to win 
the club’s Sponsors’ Exemption into the 
BMW Tournament.

He jumped out in front early in the 
first round and never looked back. His 
8-under par 134 total won the tourna-
ment by 3-shots.

West Point golf coach Chad Bagley 
could only recall one other grad who 
tried to play professional golf after com-
pleting his military service.

“We are really proud of Marcus and 
what he is doing,” said Bagley. “It is 
great to see him getting a chance to ful-
fill his dream of playing professionally. 
We all will be pulling for him,” he said.

Plunkett is now in the field for the 
Korn Ferry Tour’s BMW Charity Pro-
Am to be played at the Carolina Country 
Club in Spartanburg and Thornblade 
Club in Greenville starting on June 9th .

While the majority of the profes-
sionals in the field come from all over 
the country, local golf fans will have a 
player in the field to cheer for at this 
year’s BMW.

“This will be my first (Korn-Ferry) 
tournament as I chase down a childhood 
dream. I couldn’t be more excited for 
it,” concluded Plunkett.

Plunkett...
continued from page 19

Plunkett served a Tour in Afghanistan in logistic 
support for a Special Forces  unit. 

have five more players if they were in 
the lineup today could have played as 
well as the guys who won,” he said.

Forest Lake is not Flora’s home 
course even though 15 of the 16 golf-
ers on the team have families that are 
members. An impressive size group of 
club members, family and especially 
Flora students followed their team to 
the victory.

“We get tremendous support at the 
club and at the school. Just look around 
and see all the students who are here to 
support the golf team. I can’t think of 
any other school whose golf team has 
this kind of support,” said Dargan.

With the victory, Flora now owns a 
new state record for a 36 hole champi-
onship. 

According to the SCHSL record book, 
the Falcons 565 total is 3-shots better 
than the 2000 Riverside High School 
team from Greenville, which included 
future Fed/EX Cup champion Bill Haas

Flora also now has 16 state titles and 
only trails Greenville’s Christ Church. 
The Cavaliers have won 20 state high 
school championships.

NOTE: Complete team and individu-
al scores from the AAAA Championship 
can be viewed at www.scgolfclub.com

Flora...
               continued from page 7

205 Sandy Run, Greer, 29651  Call 864-670-9329
Larry Goodwin, PGA Professional 

www.willow-creekgolf.com

$48 Monday - Friday  $54 Saturday - Sunday 
Seniors 55+ $30 M - F  $39 Sat - Sun 

Make Our Clubs Your Clubs!

11250 New Cut Rd Campobello, 29322 Call 864-468-5099 
Marc Brady, PGA Head Golf Professional

email: thegolfshop@linksotryon.com www.linksotryon.com

Full Service Golf Shops - Practice Ranges with Greens and Bunkers - Restaurants and Snack Bars - Available for outings

Semi-Private - Memberships Available - Public Always Welcome
Tom Jackson championship course designs

Twilight - Everyday after 2 pm $35 for 18 holesTwilight - Everyday after 2 pm $35 for 18 holes

WILLOW CREEK features manicured course conditions and challenging design for a fun, 
player-friendly experience for beginners. Advanced players will enjoy numerous 

risk-reward opportunities that are sure to provide an exciting, memorable golf experience.

LINKS O’TRYON has a Scottish flavor nestled in the foothills of the Blue Ridge mountains. 
The course winds through rolling countryside with spectacular mountain and water views, 

fair but challenging and playable for all levels of golfers.

$34 Mon - Thurs   $37 Fridays    $44 Weekends 
Seniors 60+ $30 Mon - Thur  $34 Fridays   $40 Weekends

Twilight $30 Every Day After 2 pmTwilight $30 Every Day After 2 pm
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South All-Stars shine at Litchfield
The South team won the annual North-South All-Star matches played this year at the Litchfield Country Club.  The winning South team (left) included Head Coach Jeff Schafer, from Sumter and Assistant Coach Jeffery 
Babin from Cane Bay. The players included Evan Pricket from Fox Creek, Chapin’s Jay Locker, Shannon Campbell from Phillip Simmons, Edward Orr from Wando, Jake DelBusse from Socastee, Jonathan Cowell from St. 
James, Nolan Hawkins from Hilton Head and AJ Martino and Josh Traylor from Summerville. The North Team (right) was coached by Mickey Deering from Byrnes and Andy Newton from Greenville with  team members 
Mauldin’s Jay Wilkins,  Boiling Springs’ Walker Green, St. Joseph’s Joey Clary, Wren’s Landon Sutton, Adam Fennell from Ninety Six, Nick Smith from Pickens, Nick Aisei from Mann and Max Vischer from Daniel

Singles make the 
difference at annual 
All-Star matches

Over the last few years teams from 
the Upstate have dominated the state 
High School League championships.

The victories carried over into the 
post-season South Carolina Athletic 
Coaches Association’s North-South All-
Star matches.

This year the championships were a 
little more evenly divided between the 
Upper and Lower State and so were 
the All-Star Matches at the Litchfield 
Country Club on Pawleys Island.

“We got to see some very good golf 
between two teams that were pretty 
even,” said South Coach Jeff Schafer 
from Sumter. “Our guys meshed well 
together and I could see that as soon as 

we had our first meeting,” he added.
The first round format was modified 

alternate shot and the first round ended 
in a 2-2 tie. 

Putting combinations together in the 
Ryder Cup style matches is the key to 
success and a little luck helps.

“We knew some of guys were from 
the same schools or knew each other 
and we had some good pairings to start 
and the boys didn’t want to make any 
changes in the next round,” said the 
South Coach.

In the second round the South took a 
lead they never gave up ending the first 
day with  5-3 advantage.

“It was friendly, but competitive and 
our guys did some things they might not 
try in a regular tournament,” said North 
Assistant Coach Andy Newton from 
Greenville.

Jay Wilkins from Mauldin had a dif-

ficult lie in some mud and took a big 
swing. He got out of trouble, but ended 
up covered with mud.

St. Joseph’s Joey Clary took off his 
shoes and socks to take a swing from the 
edge of a pond and save a shot.

The South also had their share of 
interesting shots. Schafer remembered 
one in particular that made a difference 
in the final outcome.

Wando’s Edward Orr was in a tight 
match when he found his ball up against 
a root off the fairway.

“It looked like his best chance was to 
play backwards, but he got his club on 
the ball and hit a great shot to the green. 
He won the hole and helped us win sin-
gles,” said Schafer.

While the final score was 10 1/2 for 
the South and 5 1/2 for the North it was 
a winning weekend for both teams.

“I can’t say enough about the course 

and Litchfield,” said North Head Coach 
Mickey Deering from Byrnes. “The 
course was just perfect for this kind of 
an event, lots of risk reward type holes 
that made it a lot of fun for the boys and 
Litchfield took great care of us,” he said.

The North’s Wilkins and Boiling 
Springs’ Walker Greene both led the 
Upper State team’s effort by winning all 
their matches..

Graduations at some schools meant a 
few seniors who would have been All-
Stars could not take advantage of the 
year end weekend event.

“There were some players we offered 
to be here who had conflicts, but the 
guys who came were very good players 
and they got into the matches, had fun 
and competed,” said Deering. 

The All-Star event was the last for 
Deering who retired form coaching the 
Rebels at the end of the school year.
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Anderson’s Jessica Rathbone won All-American hon-
ors from the Women’s Golf Coaches Association. 
She tied for tenth place at the NCAA DII National 
Championship. (Anderson Photo)

DII...continued from page 9
be Page Paolucci from Blythewood, 
Kennedy Gooding from Gilbert and Ally 
Francis from Georgia.

Moore has recruited close to home 
and brought in players who have demon-
strated they can compete with the best 
players in the country.

Three of the Trojans’ five starters are 
from South Carolina and all are from the 
United States.

“It isn’t intentional that we don’t have 
any players from outside the country, we 
have been successful getting the players 
we think best to fit in our program right 
here,” he said.

In the DII final eight only Anderson, 
Dallas Baptist and national champions 
Findlay played with all US players.

Now that the road to the finals, at least 
this year, doesn’t run through Florida, 
both coaches believe their programs will 
often be contenders for inclusion in the 
national championship field.

“You look around our part of the 
South, this year Lander had a strong 
team, so did Lenoir-Rhyne, Carson-
Newman and Wingate, the balance of 
power in DII has shifted and we hope 
we can keep it moving in our direction,” 
said Moore.

RatesRates
Tax & Cart IncludedTax & Cart Included
$$38 38 Mon - FriMon - Fri

$$49 49 Sat & SunSat & Sun
Senior 55 & upSenior 55 & up
$$3030 Mon - Fri Mon - Fri  

Club MembershipsClub Memberships

SingleSingle    $85 $85 p/mp/m

Family  $125 Family  $125 p/mp/m

Multi FamilyMulti Family
$160 $160 p/mp/m

With 1 yr CommitmentWith 1 yr Commitment

9 Hole & Walking Rates 9 Hole & Walking Rates 
Range Memberships AvailableRange Memberships Available

864-862-3551864-862-3551

Aternoon RatesAternoon Rates
After 2 PMAfter 2 PM

$30 Mon-Fri$30 Mon-Fri
$38 Sat-Sun $38 Sat-Sun 

www.carolinaspringsgc.comwww.carolinaspringsgc.comTee Times &Tee Times &
Membership InformationMembership Information

1680 Scuffletown Rd1680 Scuffletown Rd
Fountain Inn, SC 29644Fountain Inn, SC 29644
5 Miles from Woodruff Rd.5 Miles from Woodruff Rd.

Wolverines win A title
Southside Christian finished as the Class A Runner-Up. The team included Preston White, Noah Rucinski, 
Evan Cheek, John Arnold, Patrick Harris and Coach David Beddingfield.

The East Clarendon Wolverines won 
the Class A State Championship at the 
Cheraw State Park Golf Course.

The Wolverines shot a 348 total for a 
thirteen shot victory over the defending 
champions from Southside Christian.

Elijah Fesperman from Carver’s 
Bay and Harper Eperson from East 

East Clarendon tops 
South Side Christian 
to claim championship

Clarendon both shot 78 to tie at the end 
of regulation and force a playoff.

Fesperman won the indivdual title on 
the second playoff hole.

Southside Christian placed three 
players on the All-State team.

Preston White, Evan Cheek and 
Patrick Harris were slected along with 
Kyle Elliott and Gage Foxworth from 
Hannah-Pamplico, Macoy Feagin from 
Johnsonville, Cayleigh Goff from East 
Clarendon as well as the top-two fin-
ishers.



Bill Murray helped 
make MAM another 
succesful day

A Cinderalla Story
The 2009 Monday After the Masters was played on the Dye Course at Barefoot Landing in Myrtle Beach. Caddyshack star Bill Murray played some golf and with the crowd, Nature Boy Ric Flair was the celebrity on a team, but pulled fans 
out of the crowd to hit his shots. LPGA Hall of Fame golfer Annika Sorenstam teamed up with Darrius Rucker while Jim “Sony”Sonefeld and PGA Tour star John Daly took a break from belting drives to belt out a few tunes. (GolfClub Photos)

Play a George Cobb OriginalPlay a George Cobb Original

$38.00 Weekdays $48.00 Weekends$38.00 Weekdays $48.00 Weekends
Cobb’s Glen Rates Include CartsCobb’s Glen Rates Include Carts

SeniorsSeniors
$30.00$30.00

Mon - FriMon - Fri
Membership Options $145 Family  $135 SeniorFamily (over 55)Membership Options $145 Family  $135 SeniorFamily (over 55)

Twilight After 3 pmTwilight After 3 pm
$28 Weekdays $32  Weeknds$28 Weekdays $32  Weeknds

For Tee Times: 864-226-7688            www.cobbsglen.com        2201 Cobbs Way, Anderson, SC 29621For Tee Times: 864-226-7688            www.cobbsglen.com        2201 Cobbs Way, Anderson, SC 29621
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Time Machine
May 2009

Originally pub-
lished in the May 
2009 edition.

Monday after the 
Masters returned 
this year after miss-
ing the last two years 
because of the pan-
demic.

This year’s event 
was another succssful 
fund-raiser with some 

of the proceeds going to the SCJunior Golf.
See the full story and pictures at www.

scgolfclub.com, Search Murray

The best way to describe this year’s 
Hootie & the Blowfish Monday After 
the Masters might be Caddyshack meets 
Happy Gilmore.

Bill Murray, the star of the iconic 
golf movie, joined the members of the 
band and stars from the world of sports, 
golf, music and Hollywood at Barefoot 
Resort’s Dye Course in North Myrtle 
Beach for the 15th annual tournament.

Along with Murray, LPGA great 
Annika Sorenstam, pro football star 
Jerome Bettis, wrestling champion Ric 
Flair and PGA Tour star John Daly 
helped members of the band headline 
the pro-am tournament.

The interaction with the stars gives 
golf fans an opportunity to see some 

good shots, get some autographs and 
pictures and have some laughs.

Murray showed he is more than just 
an entertainer on the course.

He can play the game!
Joined by Mark Bryan and PGA 

Pro Woody Austin, the Cinderella boy, 
helped his team win the pro-am.

“I’m an athlete not an entertainer,” 
Murray boasted to the crowd after split-
ting the fairway on the fourth hole.

And yes, Murray has a gopher head 
cover for his driver.

The annual tournament is held to 
raise money for education needs in 
South Carolina and the South Carolina 
Junior Golf Foundation.

Members of the band don’t just play 
golf for a day they also provide leader-
ship for the distribution of the proceeds.

“We are hands on with the money . 
We find problems and get the money 
to the people who can use it best,” said 

Darius Rucker.
A gathering of over 6,000 fans filled 

the course again this year to enjoy the 
golf and the antics of the celebrities who  
made the Monday After the Masters one 
of the great pro-am events of its kind in 
the country.

“The guys in the band and their entire 
organization do such a fantastic job 
and their support makes a lot of things 
we do during the year possible,” said 
Chris Miller, the Director of the South 
Carolina Junior Golf Association.

Among the SCJGA activities support-
ed by the proceeds from the tournament 
are the Hootie & the Blowfish Summer 
Tour and several Hootie huts for junior 
golfers all over South Carolina.

During the 14 year history of the 
tournament which began in 1996, the 
band has helped raise more than $4 
million dollars. (As of this publication 
in 2009)
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