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Boscobel Texas Two-Man
Boscobel will host a Texas-Two Man 

tournament on April 17th & 18th.
The tournament is open to all golfers and 

will be flighted after the first round.
Information and registration can be made 

by calling the golf shop at 864-646-3991.
J.P.Traynham Invitational

One of the oldest continuing club spon-
sored tournaments will be played April 24th 
& 25th.

The J.P.Traynham Invitational is open 
to all golfers.

The 36-hole individual stroke play event 
will be flighted after the first round.

Registration can be made by calling the 
pro shop at 864-834-4781.

Upstate Aces
Malachy O’Conner, (5th Ace) Links 

O’Tryon, #5, 100 yds. 8-iron. Witnesses 
Jay Bobo, Ken Smith, Bill Cothran.

Claude Alexander, Walker Course, 
#12, 170 yds. 8-iron. Witnesses Carson 
Mabry, Clay Rykard, Jerry Moody.

David Johnson, (1st Ace) Links 
O’Tron, #7, 126 yds. 7-iron. Witnesses 
Curtis Holman, Jason Forrester, Chris 
Ballard.

Charles Bradey, (7th Ace) Links 
O’Tryon, 121 yds. 8-Iron. Witnesses Oscar 
Judd, Wayne Holland.

When you make your next Hole-In-
One or other great accomplishment send 
your information to The Golf Club, email: 
golfclubsc@gmail.com add a picture if you 
have one.

Upstate amateur events
50th Traynham 
Invitational to be 
played in April

April tournaments include one of the 
oldest club sponsored events when the 
J.P. Traynham Invitational will be played 
at Paris Mountain Country Club.

The tournament began 50 years ago in 
recognition of one of the pioneers of golf 
in Greenville.

SCGA and CGA events also start fill-
ing weekends this month. 

Here are the events that have been sent 
to The Golf Club for publication.

“A” Coursey Memorial Tournament
The Patriot will hold a special memo-

rial tournament in honor of the late Allen 
Coursey. Coursey was the long time super-
intendent at the club.

The tournament is scheduled for Sat-
urday June 5th with proceeds benefiting 
junior golf.

The 4-player captain’s choice event is 
limited to 40 teams with morning and after-
noon shotgun starts.

Entry information is available at The 
Patriot golf shop from Craig Malone. Call 
864-543-2000 to register.
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USC Women ranked Number 1

Todd and Wrenn win
Four-Ball Qualifying

Gamecocks win 4th 
tournament to top  
college rankings

The USC women’s team is ranked on top of the GolfStat 
National poll. Sophomore Pau Roussin-Bouchard is the 
number one ranked player in the country.

Highway 76   Pendleton    864-646-3991   www.golfaag.com

All Golfers welcome to play in our daily dogfight at 11am

Twilight after 1 pm 
$29 Monday - Thursday *  $30 Friday - Saturday - Sunday

Seniors
$29.00

Monday - Thursday
$30.00 
Fridays

Call the golf 
shop to take 
a lesson from 
our SCGA 
Hall of Fame 
instructor 
Mike Lawrence

Ask About Our Family Membership

The South Carolina women’s golf team 
has moved up to the top of the college 
rankings.

The Gamecocks added three spring 
wins to a victory they earned in the fall.

South Carolina has won the Moon Golf 
Invitational, Valspar Augusta Invitational 
and wrapped up their regular season with 
a win at the Liz Murphy Collegiate.

USC had won the Ally at Old Waverly 
in the fall portion of the season.

South Carolina’s worst finishes have 
not been outside the top-5.

The team has a pair of third place fin-
ishes in the Blessings Collegiate and the 
Gamecock Intercollegiate.

Pau Roussin-Bouchard is the top-
ranked individual in the GolfStat poll. 

The sophomore from France won two 
individual titles in the spring season.

She set a new school record for her 
54 hole score of 20-under par 201 at the 
Valspar tournament.

Roussin-Bouchard broke her own 
record which she set when she won the 
The Ally tournament.

Teammate senior Ana Peleaz is ranked 
third in the same poll. The Gamecock 
senior has a runner-up finish and two 
other top-10s this year.

The Gamecocks have completed their 
regular season and will next play in the 
SEC Tournament.

The conference championship will 
begin April 12th in Birmingham on the 
Legacy course at the Graystone Golf and 
Country Club.

Legacy Pines ready 
to start rebuilding

Almost a year ago the clubhouse at 
Legacy Pines was destroyed by fire and 
the future of the course was in question.

“We said it would take about a year to 
get our plans in place and we are in the 
final stages of getting everything together 
for an announcement,” said co-owner 
Tommy Biershenk.

The course has not missed a day of 
operation since the fire, but rumors being 
spread by competing golf courses have 
left the impression Legacy Pines will 
close according to Biershenk.

“We are here now and have plans to 
make Legacy Pines an exceptional golf 
community. Don’t believe the stories that 
we are going away, the best is yet to 
come” said Biershenk.

Bo Bowden passed 
away at age 63

Long time area 
PGA professional 
Bo Bowden passed 
away on December 
24th at his home in 
Easley.

Bowden was the first profession-
al when The Reserve at Lake Keowee 
opened in 2002.

A college golfer at Georgia Tech 
Bowden was known for his teaching 
skills as a PGA Life Member.

His sons Jonathan and Daniel have 
followed him in the golf  profession as 
college coaches at UNC-Wilmington.

Thomas Todd, III from Laurens and 
Frank Wrenn, IV from Greenville were 
the medalists and won the 2021 US 
Amateur Four-Ball qualifying tournament 
at Debordiue shooting a 4-under par 68.

The two upstate golfers will advance 
to play in the USGA Four-Ball champi-
onship scheduled for Chambers Bay in 
Washington May 22 to May 26th.
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Haskins Award watching Palmetto state golfers

Golfers with Palmetto State ties have 3 of the 15 spots 
on the most recent Haskins Watch List.

The award is college golf’s equivalent of the Heisman 
Trophy in football.

Clemson’s Jacob Bridgeman and Georgia’s Trent 
Phillips , both from Inman are on the list.

They are joined by USC’s Ryan Hall from Knoxville.
Bridgeman is currently ranked second in the country 

in both the Golfstat and Golfweek polls.

The Clemson junior most recently won the Cleveland 
Golf Palmetto Intercollegiate for the second straight year 
and also won the Camp Creek Seminole Invitational to 
start the spring season.

Phillips is ranked 14th by Golfstat and 24th by 
Golfweek.

The Bulldog junior has a win over a strong field at 
the Gator Invitational to go with a pair of top-10s so far 
this spring.

Ryan Hall is the third golfer with ties to the Palmetto 
State. Hall is a junior in Columbia. While he does not 
have a win this year, he has collected third, fourth and 
sixth place finishes in spring events.

Hall is currently ranked 8th in the Golfstat Poll and 
16th in Golfweek.

The number one golfer in the Golfweek rankings is 
David Puig from Arizona State. He is included in the 15 
Haskins Award candidates.

Puig, Bridgeman and Wake Forest freshman Michael 
Brennan have each won two tournaments this spring.

The Fred Haskins Award, presented by Stifel, is 
awarded annually to the most outstanding men’s college 
golfer, as voted on by players, coaches and media mem-
bers. Past winners of the Haskins Award include Tiger 
Woods, Phil Mickelson and Ben Crenshaw.

Brad Faxon is the only Palmetto State school golfer to 
win the award. He was honored with the Haskins Award 
after his 1983 senior year at Furman.

Voting for the Haskins Award is open to all Division I 
players and coaches.

Phillips, Bridgeman and Hall 
are on the 2021 Haskins 
Award Spring watch list

The Palmetto State has three golfers on the Haskins Award watch list. Georgia’s Trent Phillips (left) from Boiling Springs is on the watch list and has been selected to play on the Palmer Cup team. Jacob Bridgeman (center) has been 
ranked as the top college golfer in national polls. The Clemson junior has won two tournaments this year. Gamecock golfer Ryan Hall (right) has three top-10 finishes in big tournaments this year.

Always Get The Best Rates Available!
Check Online at  www.linksotryon.com

Marc Brady, PGA Head Golf Professional
email: thegolfshop@linksotryon.com    www.linksotryon.com

11250 New Cut Rd Campobello, 29322  Call 864-468-5099

The Best Two
Clubs in Your Bag!

Twilight After 2 PM $29.00 per player!

“Fun and Challenging Golf” 
We Play Ready Golf !

Steve Goforth, PGA Head Golf Professional
sgoforth@willow-creekgolf.com * www.willow-creekgolf.com 

205 Sandy Run, Greer, 29651 Call 864-670-9329

$48 Mon - Fri    $54 Sat - Sun
Seniors 55+   $30 Mon - Fri  $39 Sat- Sun 

all rates include cart

Our
Tif Eagle Greens 

Are In
Great Shape!

Twilight-Everyday 
after 2 pm $35

Nine is better than 
None!

Can’t fit 18 into your day!

Now Hosting the Spark Golf League 
 Starting April 22 
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Ernst goes wire to wire for third Tour win
Seneca golfer’s win 
moves her up to third 
on LPGA money list 

It took Austin Ernst six years to earn 
her second LPGA Tour victory, but barely 
six months more to win her third Tour title.

The Seneca golfer led wire to wire to 
win the Drive On Championship at Golden  
Ocala Golf Club.

“You know, the first win was in a play-
off and then obviously Arkansas, coming 
from behind and winning. Going wire to 
wire is really cool,” said Ernst. “I think 
it’s just really cool to be in the heat of it 
all week and to be able to perform the way 
I did,”she said.

Ernst shared the lead after the first two 
rounds with Jennifer Kupcho before pulling 
ahead of the former Wake Forest golfer by 
a shot at the end of the third round.

Kupcho eagled her last hole on Satur-
day to get within a shot of Ernst.

In  the final round Ernst built an early 
5-shot lead on the strength of birdies on  
numbers 4 through 7.

“I think when I was making all the 
birdies I was hitting a lot of shots right 
where I was looking and executing really 
well. I didn’t really have to work too hard. 
I had my speed dialed in really well,” she 

swing on 12 and, and then the shot on 
13 just kind of went a little higher than I 
thought,” she said.

The leader got some encouragement 
from her caddie, who is also her brother 
Drew, a former Coastal Carolina golfer and 
an SCGA Amateur champion.

“Drew just told me, hey, you’re play-
ing great. Just keep doing what you want to 

do and let’s just make a few birdies coming 
in. Didn’t make any birdies, but played well 
coming in,” she said.

On the 15th hole an errant tee shot by 
Kupcho opened the door for Ernst to hold 
off the last chance anyone had to catch her.

“I knew anything can kind of happen 
on any hole. You can have those swings 
and if she got hot and I stalled out I knew 
she could still kind of catch me. She got a 
little closer to me than I would’ve liked,”-
said Ernst.

Kupcho carded a double bogey while 
Ernst put another par on her scorecard to 
build her lead back up to 5-strokes.

Ernst shot a final round 2-under par 70 
for a 15-under par 273 total and her third 
Tour win.

With her second win near the end of 
last season and her third win at the begin-
ning of this new season Ernst believes she 
is playing the best golf of her career.

“I think in the last year I’ve played 
better than I ever have. I think when I do 
play well I manage it much better. I have 
a really good feel for my swing. I feel the 
most in control of my game I ever have,” 
she said.

Ernst’s victory marks the third straight 
tournament won by an American. It is the 
first time since 2007 that has happened.

Jessica and Nelly Korda won the first 

Coastal Carolina’s Garrett Cooper (left) from Chesnee won the men’s championship while Furman Lady Paladin’s 
Anna Morgan from Spartanburg won\n the women’s title at the CGA Young Amateur championship (CGA Media)

said.
Ernst got to 17-under par before she 

gave back a pair of shots with bogeys on 
number 12 and 14.

Instead of a very comfortable 5-shot 
lead, Ernst now was only 3-shots ahead of 
Kupcho with 4-holes to play.

“I had hit a good putt on 12 and I was 
still 3-under for the day. Just made a bad Ernst... continued on page 14

Austin Ernst from Seneca won her third LPGA Tour title with a 5-shot victory at the Drive On Championship played 
at Golden Ocala Golf Club. Ernst led the tournament from start to finish. The win boosted Ernst’s career LPGA 
Tour earnings to over $4 million.

SEE THE NEW 2021 EQUIPMENT NOW IN STOCK!
    Check our website

www.295bypassgolf.com
Upstates Largest Selection of Used Clubs for 

Men - Women - Juniors - Left Handers

133 Southport Rd. (295 By-Pass, 1/4 mile past Fudruckers on the left) Spartanburg 29301  (864) 576-7120  M-Sat 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Outfitting golfers from Beginners to Pros for 35 Years!

You are not really fit unless 
you are fit using Trackman!

Schedule a TRACKMAN fitting session OnLine

www.bypassfitting.as.me

We have expanded and 
improved our fitting studio!

2020 Pro V1
$39.95 while they last

New 2021
Cart or  Carry

Bags
from all

Manufacturers
In Stock!

G425
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In Stock
All Sizes &

Styles
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Nimmer gets a home game at Harbour Town
Former Tiger golfer 
receives exemption to 
play in RBC Heritage

Bryson Nimmer will not have to get 
on an airplane or make a long road trip to 
play in his next PGA Tour event.

When he tees it up in the RBC Heritage 
at Harbour Town it will be like a home 
game for the Clemson grad.

“I got the phone call before playing 
in  Puerto Rico,” said Nimmer. “It was 
awesome to get the exemption and it was 
really great of the Heritage to let me know 
before I started the tournament,” he said.

Nimmer had hoped for a chance to 
play in his home town event and had a 
strong resume to back up his request for a 
sponsor’s exemption.

“Letting me know I was in before the 
tournament in Puerto Rico took a lot of 
pressure off. I thought I would really have 
to play great to get a chance to play the 
Heritage,” he said.

Nimmer was making the start in the 
PGA Tour’s Puerto Rico Open. He earned 
the one-time Tour event entry by winning 
two tournaments and  the Local iQ Series 
points race last year.

Nimmer won two events in the series 
that was developed when the pandem-
ic prevented the MacKenzie Tour from 
being played in Canada.

“I had to play incredibly well. When 
you think of all the really good players 
who were playing the Series because 
there was no place else to play and  to 
win I probably played the best golf of my 
life,” he added.

The PGA Tour started the series so 
many of the players who had some sta-
tus on the smaller PGA affiliated Tours 

would have a place to play.
With the Heritage Invitation in his 

pocket, Nimmer made the cut by a stroke 
in Puerto Rico. He played all four days 
and finished the event with a 3-under par 
69 to tie for 39th.

He was in some familiar company at 
that spot on the scoreboard. He finished 
tied with two other Clemson grads, Lucas 
Glover and Jonathan Byrd.

“It is a blessing I got to play in Puerto 
Rico and get the experience of playing in 
a real PGA Tour event,” he said.

Nimmer has played in a Korn Ferry 
event and while golf is the same every-
thing surrounding a regular Tour event is 
so very different.

“At a Korn-Ferry event everybody has 
got a stand bag. At a PGA Tour event 
everybody has got a staff bag and a cad-
die. They have coaches and trainers and 
agents all around them,” he said.

Nimmer now has had the opportunity 

to see what it will be like inside the ropes 
at Harbour Town.

“You put your ball down on the put-
ting green and hit a few puts and when 
you reach down to pick up your golf ball 
you’re standing next to someone who has 
won some big tournaments, it can be a 
little intimidating,” Nimmer offered.

Now some of the first time jitters 
should be gone after his experience in 
Puerto Rico and add in the fact that he has 
had success on the Harbor Town course 
Nimmer can’t wait for tournament week. 

“I won the Junior Heritage in 2015. 
When  I was in high school the pro would 
let us come out a few times a year to play 
the course and I’ve been to the Heritage a 
bunch of times,” said Nimmer.

While attendance is limited at this 
year’s Heritage, Nimmer will still have 
many fans in the crowd.

Appreciating their support while con-
centrating on playing well will be a 

challenge.
“Everybody wants to support you and 

it’s going to be fun. I know my parents 
have been coming to the Heritage for 
years and this year it will be extra fun for 
them,” he said.

After the Heritage, Nimmer like many 
other young professionals isn’t certain  
what the rest of the year will be like.

Status is the most important word for 
young professionals and Nimmer has 
status, but no guarantee for play in future 
tournaments.

Nimmer has full status on the 
Mackenzie Tour, but the RBC Canadian 
Open has already been canceled.

“Right now no one really knows if 
we are going to be able to play the 
MacKenzie Tour in Canada this year. We 
just have to wait and see what the Tour 
decides to do, “ he said.

The MacKenzie Tour in Canada in 
the past has started in May. Until and if 
it starts Nimmer will try to get into PGA 
Tour and Korn Ferry Tour events through 
Monday qualifying.

Even the Monday qualifiers have got-
ten so competitive with so many really 
good players trying to get into a tour 
event. Some events now have a pre-quali-
fying tournament the week before to see if 
a golfer can play in the Monday qualifier.

“Making the cut in Puerto Rico gives 
me status, so I don’t have to do any pre 
qualifying for a Monday, but you have 
to play great to get into a tournament by 
Monday qualifying,” he said.

But what happens after the Heritage 
will be of concern to the home town golf-
er after the tournament.

“It isn’t too often you can play in your 
home town. I want to have great week, 
represent the area and enjoy the opportu-
nity,” concluded Nimmer.

Clemson grad Bryson Nimmer won the Local iQ Series championship last year and made the cut at the PGA Tour 
event in Puerto Rico. He gets a chance to play in his h9metown when he tees it up at Harbour Town in the RBC 
Heritage.(GolfClub Photo)

Twilight Rates 
Start at 1 PM

$27.00
Monday - Friday

$30.00
Saturday - Sunday

Seniors
Play 

Sundays
$30 

11am to
12:30pm

The Upstate’s Friendliest Golf Club!

Book 
Your
2021 

Outing 
Now!

www.southernoaks-golf.com
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Huskey wins full status on the MacKenzie Tour
Greer’s Jonathan 
Hardee finishes fourth 
to earn Tour status

A pair of Greenville aspiring Tour pro-
fessionals earned the opportunity to play 
on the Canadian MacKenzie Tour.

Former USC golfer Keenan Huskey 
won the qualifying tournament in Dothan, 
Alabama. Huskey claimed medalist hon-
ors after winning a one-hole playoff.

At the same event former Alabama 
golfer Jonathan Hardee from Riverside 
High School also earned a spot on the 
Tour for at least part of the upcoming 
season.

Huskey’s win assured him of year long 
status on the MacKenzie Tour.

“When I got in the playoff I knew I 
was in no matter what happens, but then I 
didn’t want to just be in I wanted to win,” 
said Huskey.

His 30 foot birdie putt wrapped up the 
qualifying tournament championship and 
earned Huskey the right to play every 
event on the MacKenzie Tour schedule.

This will  be Huskey’s second trip to 
the north, but now in a much better sit-
uation.

The 2015 SCGA Amateur champion 
had status on the Tour two-years ago, but 
it was dependent on his play each week as 
to how many events he could play.

This year, as one of the winners of a 
qualifying tournament, Huskey will be 
able to play in every event on the Tour.

“When I was up there two-years ago it 
was a culture shock,” said Huskey. “I had 

Welcome to Spartanburg’s Home Course!

Junior 
Golf Academy

640 Keltner Ave.  Spartanburg  
(864) 583-7084  

Book Tee Times - Directions - Online Specials 
www.TheCreekGolfClub.com

Public Welcome!
Call the Golf Shop 

for best
Available Rate!

Ladies
Golf Association Bar & GrillGolf Shop

 Memberships to fit your life style! Call Director of Golf Mike Byce 864-583-7084 ext1 (Free Lesson with all new Club Members!)

Full Range & Short Game Area
Tom Watson Designed Par 3 Course 

PGA Jr. League & Operation 36
PGA Junior Camp

Member Tournament Schedule
USGA Handicap Service
Preferred Starting Times

for Members
Instruction from PGA Professionals

to adjust and learn to do things for myself 
and it didn’t go very well,” he said.

Now with experience, he is looking 
forward to his return trip up North.

“The last year has been tough on a lot 
of us because there hasn’t been anything 
to play in. I spent time working on my 
game and I made some changes,’ he said.

One of the changes for Huskey, who 
never matched his name with his physical 
size, did a half Dechambeau.

“I worked out and gained about 
15 pounds (half of what Dechambeau 
gained) I’m more stable now and I added 
some distance,” he said.

Huskey is pleased with his game now 
and knows some of the lessons he learned 
the first year as a pro will help when he 
starts the Tour this year.

“You have to change your game when 
you come out of college and a lot of it 
is mental. In college, you could shoot 
3 rounds of 69 and have a good finish. 
On Tour its all about making birdies 
and more birdies. You don’t play it safe 
because everyone is so good,” he said.

Hardee got ready for the MacKenzie 
Tour qualifying playing mostly mini tour 
events. 

The events around the Carolinas pro-
vided exceptional competition and the 
ability to improve.

“Early last year I didn’t think I would 
try to qualify. I was going to spend the 
year playing mini-tours and do some 
Monday qualifying, but I was playing 
well so I entered,” he said.

The highlight of Hardee’s play was his 

control off the tee. The first two rounds he 
played steady and made lots of pars.

The last two days he was almost always 
in the fairway. In the final round he only 
missed two greens.

“One of the greens I missed I chipped 
in for a birdie, that was my best shot of 
the tournament,” he recalled.

Huskey finished 4th and earned six 
starts until the Tour reshuffles (standing 
based on performance) in the season.

Last year Hardee Monday qualified for 
the Suncoast Classic on the Korn-Ferry 
Tour. He played well, but missed the cut.

The Alabama grad played on different 
mini-tours and made some money. It kept 
him going, but like many other pros with-
out full time status, he doesn’t know how 
far or how long.

“When we finished the tournament, 
they told us we qualified for the Tour and 
they would be in touch. As of now we 
don’t know if there will be a MacKenzie 
Tour this year or if the PGA Tour will try 
to do something like they did last year 
with the Local iQ Series,” he said.

Aspiring pros like Hardee will often 
trade playing for money to playing for 
future status on a PGA Tour, but if neither 
money or status is winnable then playing 
mini tour golf to get ready for Q-school 
could be a better answer.

“I made it to second stage before. 
Q-School is the hardest challenge a golfer 
can face because everyone is a great play-
er,” he said.

Hardee passed on trying to play the 
Local iQ series because of the small purs-

Keenan Huskey (left) won the MacKenzie Tour qualifying tournaent in Dothan, Alabama. The win earned Huskey 
full time status on the PGA Tour sponsored Tour. Hardee a Riverside grad and former Alabama golfer also earned 
a spot on the Tour with a top-5 fimish.

College Golf... continued on page 10



PUBLIC WELCOME! COME PLAY TODAY!

400 N. Hwy 25 By-Pass, Greenville 
864-294-2690     www.furmangolfclub.com

The Furman Golf Course is available for outings on weekdays!

Just a few reasons to play your 
next round at Furman!

Championship Design - Practice Range
Traditions Grill - Professional Instruction
Online Tee Time Booking - Walking Rates
Four sets of Tees & PGA Family Course

Ask about our Senior, Junior, 
Family and Single Annual Pass

South Carolina’s women’s golf team is ranked as the 
number one team in the country.

The Gamecocks are loaded with outstanding players 
including two who are on the Annika Watch list.

But USC is not the only women’s team putting up 
“Ws” on scoreboards.

Limestone has been ranked in the NCAA Division II 
Top-5 all year.

USC Upstate golfers have two tournament wins 
and an individual championship, while Charleston and 
Lander claimed a win and an individual title last month.

Each school has a different formula for winning. 
Limestone has moved up in the national rankings on 

the strength of strong international recruiting, just like 
the top ranked Gamecocks have in NCAA Division I 
competition.

“I know when we recruit overseas if I’m talking to 
a golfer and they start talking about Power-5 teams, I 
get off the phone pretty quick,” joked Limestone coach 
Zach Seifert.

In the seven years Seifert has headed up the Limestone 

 Furman is ranked in Golfweek Magazine’s 
ratings of top University courses you can play!

April 2021Page 8 The Golf Club

The USC Upstate (left) repeated as team champions at the Eagle Invitational played at the Rock Hill Country Club. Members of the winning team included Ashley Looper,  Abigayle Hatcher, Preaw Nontarux,  Beem Pabsimma, 
Katherine Elliott, Pan Paksanont,  Suwarin Yordin and Amber Amaker. It is hard to see the Limestone Saints (center) behind their masks, but the golfers holding championship plaques have won six tournaments this year and are 
ranked in the top-5 of NCAA Dvision II. The Lady Cougar Invitational winning Lander Bearcats included Assistant Coach JJ Jordan, Hannah Stephenson -Individual Medalist, Caroline Hardee, Ella Nilsson, Caitlyn Cash, Chloe 
Hiott and Madison Jordan.

Limestone has won six of 
seven tournaments and are 
ranked in DII’s Top-Five

The Saints are marching to the top
program the school has moved from just being called a  
NCAA Division II school to becoming a team  expecting 
to compete for a national championship this year.

According to the Limestone coach foreign players are 
very aware of rankings, schedules and climate (weather)  
where schools are located and all are factors in their 
decisions.

The Saints’ women’s team has won 6 of 7 tourna-
ments this year and came within a shot of being a perfect 
7 for 7.

“I think we have built a great culture here and while 
we may not get any top 100 players in the World Golf 
Rankings there are a lot of outstanding players that might 
be just a little outside that number who can play,” said 
the Limestone coach.

Recruiting potential and then helping those golfers 
develop their games for a year or two has been a for-
mula that has earned the Saints’ teams 38 wins during 
Seiferts’s tenure. 

The Saints are led by Pilar Martinez from Spain and 
Ebba Hellman from Sweden. The two seniors are finish-
ing outstanding careers.

Helman has two wins this year while Martinez earned 
All-American honors and a conference player of the year 
award during her time at Limestone..

Lena Schilowsky won her first individual title helping 
the Saints to a victory in the Bearcat hosted by Lander. Women’s college golf ... continued on page 12

In addition to the win the Saints placed all five golfers 
in the top-10 to add the victory to their impressive list of 
accomplishments so far this year.

While these women  may not have been top-100 golf-
ers before college, they certainly can play and compete 
with many of the women recruited ahead of them.

And it appears the most recent recruits are developing 
into players who will continue to produce the kind of 
results Hellmann, Martinez and Schilkowsky have con-
tributed to the Saints program this year.

Freshmen Stina Wikstrom from Sweden and Taylor 
Oberparleiter from New Jersey have already combined 
for 9 top-10 finishes in their first year. 

With a handful of wins and a high national ranking, 
Seifert is hoping for a strong finish for the Saints.

“We like the idea that when we come to a tournament 
people know who we are and how well we can  play. It 
is a good feeling, but our golfers also know they have to 
compete because there are so many really good players.
We have to be ready every tournament. But I can tell you 
winning is fun and we have been having a lot of fun this 
year,” concluded Seifert.

This will be the first year the Saints will  be compet-
ing in their new conference. Limestone will next play 
in the South Atlantic Conference tournament starting 
on April  12th in Tennessee and then on to the NCAA 
Division II regionals and hopefully nationals.
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Woodfin Ridge IS the Complete Golf Experience!

North of Boiling Springs off Hwy 9 at Lake Bowen Dam Rd     www.woodfinridge.com 

$42 Weekdays   $52 Weekends
$30 Seniors (Monday - Thursday)

Public Welcome          Book your 2021 Outings Today

Before or After 
your Round

Tee Times 864-578-0023

Harper... continued on page 10

Bridgeman and Harper double up with wins

Jacob Bridgeman did not start his first 
round looking like the defending cham-
pion at the Palmetto Intercollegiate at the 
Palmetto club, but after the turn he went 
“nuts” on the back nine.

Bridgeman made 5-birdies in a row 
and 7 in his last 8 holes. His back nine 
score of 29 tied the record set by his 
teammate William Nottingham during his 
freshman year.

“I made a lot of putts and that put me 
ahead,” said Bridgeman. “It could have 
been 10 in a row. Hole after hole I was 
making 10 to 15 foot birdies. It was kind 
of nuts,” he said.

Nottingham finished his first round 
matching Bridgeman’s 64. He made 
6-birdies on his final nine holes to shoot 
30.

Bridgeman and Nottingham became 
the first Clemson teammates to shoot 
scores of 64 in the same round.

The two 64s gave Clemson the first 
round lead.

While the two Tigers were post-
ing impressive opening round scores, 
Furman’s Keller Harper was not far 
behind.

The two-time SoCon Player of the 
Year shot a 5-under 65 in his second 
round to trail Bridgeman by 2-shots going 
into the final 18 holes.

In the final round, the Tigers were not 
threatened by the other contenders, but 
the battle for medalist honors went down 
to the last hole.

Harper, who won his third tournament 
earlier in the season, played error free 

Clemson and Furman golfers win same tournaments back to back

Harper wins second 
straight Furman 
Intercollegiate

Bridgeman wins 
second straight 
Palmetto Intercollegiate

Keller Harper led from start to finish to become the first 
Furman golfer to win the home course event since Todd 
White won back to back in 1989 and 1990. (GolfClub 
Photo)

Brudgeman... continued on page 10

golf through his first 17 holes.
Bridgeman got to 11-under par by the 

11th hole, but a double bogey on number 
12 allowed Harper to catch the leader.

Bridgeman answered the challenge 
with a birdie on his next hole to take a 
1-shot lead while Harper birdied the 17th 
hole to pull even with Bridgeman again.

Because of the shotgun start, Harper 
had 2-holes to play while Bridgeman only 
had his final hole remaining.

Harper parred 18 and would finish his 
round on the first hole. It turned out to be 
his only bogey of the day.

“I had a bad lie. I knew Jacob was 
capable of birdieing 18 and I thought I 
needed a birdie to stay even,” said Harper.

His pitch found the trap forcing him to 
scramble and settle for a bogey.

Jacob Bridgeman went wire to wire to win his second 
straight Palmetto Intercollegiate.  Bridgeman’s play 
helped Clemson win the team title. (GolfClub Photo)

Keller Harper led the Furman 
Intercollegiate from start to finish, but 
there were a lot of twists and turns to the 
story during the 54 hole event played on 
the Furman Golf Course.

Harper won the event the last time 
it was played in 2019. Last year’s tour-
nament fell victim to the pandemic, so 
Harper had to wait a year to try to repeat 
as the champion.

“I had high expectations coming into 
the tournament,” said Harper. “I had a 
good game plan for the tournament, but 
you know there are always some weird 
things that happen during the week,” he 
said.

The defending champion, one year 
removed, opened his title defense with a 
bogey free round of 6-under par 66.

He shared the lead with George Mason 
freshman Colin Slater.

“I hit good shots when I needed to, 
drove the ball well, made some putts and 
it took care of itself,” he said.

Harper helped the Paladins finish the 
first round with a four-shot lead over 
Wofford.

In the second round some of the weird 
stuff started to happen. After starting with 
three birdies on the front to stretch his 
lead Harper carded four bogeys in six 
holes.

Wofford was able to take the lead and 
Harper’s competitors closed in on him.

The round was suspended for a little 
over an hour because of bad weather and 
when Harper and the rest of the Paladins 
got back on the course they produced a 

couple of lightning strikes of their own.
Harper got back on track to birdie two 

of his final four holes. 
“Coming out after the delay I thought 

I needed to birdie 15 and 17. I liked the 
way they were set up, Those two birdies 
got me back into the 60s for the round and 
extended my lead,” he said.

It also erased the Terrier’s clubhouse 
lead and set the stage for the shot of the 
tournament.

Freshman Mac Scott knocked in an 87 
yard pitch shot from the 18th fairway for 
an eagle 2. It gave the Paladins the lead 
after 36 holes.

‘That was a huge shot for Mac,” said 
Furman coach Matt Davidson. “I thought 
it gave us a lot of momentum and we 
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Bridgeman...

continued from page 9

Hunter Fry claimed 
medalist honors at the 
Seahawk Intercollegiate 
played at the River Landing 
Golf Club in Wallace, NC.

Fry opened the tour-
nament trailing Blake 
McShea of Wilmington by 
4 shots. 

In the second round, 
Fry cut McShea’s lead 
to 2 shots by shooting a 
6-under par 66.

McShea fell behind 
early in his round while 
Fry carded an eagle and 
two birdies including one 
on his 17th hole to finish 
at 1-under par 71.

The victory was the 
first college win for Fry.

Now Join Two Great Golf Clubs for One Great Price!
River Falls Plantation and Village Greens Golf Club have teamed up to offer a 
special combined club membership! Details are available at both golf shops!

Gramling, SC  
10 Minutes from I-26 on Hwy 176

Cory McEwen  
PGA Golf 

Professional

www.villagegreens.net

Toll Free 877-472-2411  864-472-2411

Book your 2021 outing
 Call for available 

dates!

Twilight after 1:00 pm
$29.00 Weekday  $37.00 Weekend

$43 Weekends    $34 Weekdays

Tuesday - Thursday, 
Friday till Noon$28.00 Seniors

(55 & up)

Open to the Public

$28.00 Everyone, Every Monday!

Fry wins 
Seahawk titleBridgeman’s tee shot on 18 came close to the green. 

His length off the tee on the par-4 306 yard hole gave 
him a birdie opportunity.

“I’ve always been an aggressive player and I’m never 
going to back down from an aggressive shot. I didn’t 
know how I stood until 17. My coach told me I was even 
with Keller. The way he was playing I thought I would 
need a birdie to win,” he said.

Bridgeman converted his birdie to finish at 11-under 
par while Harper’s bogey left him in second place at 
9-under par.

Bridgeman entered the event as the 2nd ranked player 
in the country and earned his second win of the year to 
go along with a top-10.

“I’m so proud of the way Jacob played,” said Penley. 
“It is always hard to defend and he seized the challenge 
and did a heck of a job,” said the Clemson coach.

The win was Bridgeman’s third. He became the first 
Tiger to be a repeat winner in an event since Charles 
Warren won back to back ACC titles in 1997 and 1998.

“I’m to the point now in tournaments I’m going out 
trying to win them. My confidence is really high and I 
can win any week,” he said.

The Tigers finished 7 shots ahead of UNC Wilmington 
as Penley coached the Tigers to their 80th team title 
under his direction.

“This place is special. They don’t make ‘em like this 
anymore. If you let your guard down for a second you’re 
going to be in trouble. We didn’t make a double in the 
first two rounds and today we made six. You just got to 
hang in there and keep pushing,” concluded Penley.

The victory was the 10th win by Clemson at the 
Palmetto Club.

started the final round OK, but then we struggled just 
before the lightning delay,” he said.

Tournament play was halted for the second time 
during the weekend midway through the final round. 

After the delay Florida Gulf Coast took the lead on the 
back nine making every shot played by every golfer the 
possible winning shot.

Once again it was Harper who contributed to the 
comeback. His birdie on the par-5 15th hole put some 
distance between himself and his closest rivals and also 
helped the team shrink the gap with FGC.

“The birdie put me two up and I was able to play 18 a 
little easier,” said Harper.

The two-time SoCon Player of the Year had the indi-
vidual title wrapped up, but some of his teammates were 
still battling FGC for the team title and it was close.

The Paladins pulled out the win to finish two shots in 
front of the Eagles.

“That was about as close as a college tournament 
could get. Two teams tied with two players and one hole 
left. That was exciting and we got lucky by a shot or 
two,” said the Furman coach.

The Paladins shot a 1-over par 853 total for the two 
shot team win over Florida Gulf Coast.

Harper finished with a 1-over par 72 and a 207 total 
for a 3-shot win over Jon Hopkins of FGC.

The win by Harper was his second this year and fourth 
of his Furman career.

“My process has been good for me mentally, which 
has been the most important thing for me. It has let my 
game unfold in a positive way,” said the champion. 

The win was the first in the event since 2004 and only 
the third time the Paladins have won their own tournament. 

Harper...
continued from page 9

A Portion of the Fee 
is contributed 

to 
Junior Golf 

in South Carolina
Plates are Available 
at SC DMV Offices

For More 
Information 
and to Apply 

for a 
License Plate 

go to
www.scjgf.org

tab
Fund raising Initiative 

and Events
License Tag 

Program

Put a 
First in Golf  
tag on your 

vehicle
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“Most Fun Course to Play 
in the Upstate”

Public Welcome!

Big changes coming to Pickens Country Club
New owners plan luxury RV 
park, nine hole course and 
new clubhouse for property

The name is not official just yet, but the Pickens 
Country Club is going to see a much bigger change than 
just the one on the sign out front.

Small Brothers, LLC a real estate development com-
pany from Cleveland, has bought the course and hopes to 
make it a model of a multi use recreational destination.

The old course had recently undergone some hard 
times. A corner of the course had been sold to a church 
and Pickens had been operating as a 14 hole golf course.

The plans announced by the new owners intend to add 
a luxury RV park, create a 9-hole course from the exist-
ing layout, add a par-3 course and build a new clubhouse 
with restaurant.

The development company has built other high end 
RV Parks before, but this will be their first project of its 
kind.

“This is the first RV golf resort we are doing and if 
it works it will not be the last,” said Duane Bishop, a 
partner in the project.

Small Brothers principal John Small and Bishop had 
been looking for a property to put their idea into practice.

“Actually my wife found Pickens,” said Small. “We 
were looking for a home in the foothills area and she 
noticed the golf course and thought it might work for 
what we wanted to build,” he added.

A short time later the plans started to flow together 
and the combination RV and golf resort started taking 

shape.
A gathering of the Pickens’ membership heard about 

the groups plans and were excited for the change. 
Residents surrounding the club were a little apprehen-
sive.

During a 2-hour presentation at the club Bishop was 
able to answer most questions, but some of the finer 
points of the project are still being developed.

“We are good neighbors and we hope to have an 
advisory committee to provide input for the project,” 
said Bishop.

One of the concerns was exactly what kinds of vehicle 
would be in the RV Park and how much traffic.

“These are luxury vehicles. They are not campers. 
There will be no tents and no permanent residents,” said 

Bishop.
The RV Park will be the first part of construction 

done at Pickens. It is scheduled to start shortly after all 
the designs are approved and permits granted by Pickens 
officials.

The current golf course will operate as it has until 
construction begins, but even then Bishop hopes to keep 
the course open for play.

“We will make the changes as we go. We are going  
to improve cart paths and renovate the greens and the 
bunkers. Development of the par-3 course will follow,” 
he said.

An enhanced practice area and the possibility of lights 
for the par-3 course are under consideration.

The new clubhouse will be shared by resort guests and 
golfers. The new facilities are also expected to include 
court sports like tennis and pickle ball.

When the previous owners sold off the corner of the 
course it became nearly impossible to restore a full 18 
holes to the property and that is fine with Bishop.

“You look around and everyone is talking about 
9-hole golf courses. Forbes, Leisure and Travel are all 
talking about respecting people’s time and 9-hole cours-
es are a great alternative,” he said.

Tiger Woods TGR Design firm has built The Hay, a 
par-3 course at Pebble Beach and other designers are 
adopting the 9-hole concept.

The new renovated golf course and club will have 
membership options as well as be open for daily fee play.

“Depending on approval we hope to break ground in 
the next six months. We are all very excited about the 
project and think it is going to add value and jobs to the 
community,” said Bishop.

The rendering shows how Small Brothers will develop the Pickens 
Country Club to use part of the course for a Luxury RV park and 
remodel and improve 9-holes  on the existing golf course layout.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Rates
Tax Included

$35 
Mon to Fri

$45
Sat & Sun

$28 
Senior 

Weekdays
55 & Up

Unlimited 

Club Memberships

Single
$75 p/m

Family
$115 p/m

With 1 yr Commitment

1680 Scuffletown Rd
Fountain Inn, SC 29644

5 Miles from Woodruff Rd.

Call for Tee Times &
Membership Information

864-862-3551
www.carolinaspringsgc.com

Championship  Course  - Practice  Range  - Member  Events
Instruction from PGA Professional - Bar & Grill 

Full Service Golf Shop

Single
$225

Family
$375

All range memberships are 
yearly one-time fees

Range Memberships

Afternoon Rates  (After 2 pm)
$28.00 Mon-Fri   $35.00 Sat-Sun

May 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 
Sign Up in The Golf Shop

864-862-3551

Carolina Springs DRIVE, CHIP & PUTT
4-week series

Saturdays
10 am - 11 am

Ages 6 - 13

We will conclude the 
series with our own 

championship!

Juniors must attend 
2 clinics to qualify for 

the championship

Three clinics on 
Drive, Chip & Putt

Final Day is the Championship
$50 for (All 4 )
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ENJOY PLAYING A GEORGE COBB ORIGINAL CHAMPIONSHIP COURSE!

$38.00 Weekdays
$46.00 Weekends

Cobb’s Glen Rates Include Carts
Seniors

$28.00 Mon - Fri

Call for Tee Times: 1-864-226-7688  -  2201 Cobbs Way, Anderson, SC 29621

Membership Options
$145 Family - $135 Senior Family (over 55)

Tiff-Eagle Bermuda Greens - Full Practice Range - Pro Shop - Restaurant - Pool -  PGA Instruction

Women’s golf
continued from page 8

Spartans win second tourney title
USC Upstate has been making some 

headlines this spring. 
Upstate won the Eagle Invitational 

at the Rock Hill Country Club with an 
amazing turn-around from the first to 
second round.

The Spartans finished off the first day 
of play trailing Campbell by 11 shots 
before shooting a second round score of 
300 to win by 12 shots.

The Camels shot an opening round 305 
while Upstate posted a 316 total leaving 
the Spartans with a lot of ground to make 
up in the final round.

The Spartans responded by erasing the 
11 stroke deficit and building a lead that 
led to the 12 shot victory.

“It was roller coaster out there. The 
last 10 holes were incredible. It was fun 
watching it all come together. Proud 
would not even be the right term,” said 
the Spartans’ coach.

Praew Nontarux accounted for a 

10-shot swing by herself. The Spartans’ 
freshman had opened the tournament 
shooting 80, but shaved 10 shots off her 
tournament score in the second round.

“This round was so incredible, I can’t 
believe it,” said Nontarux. “Yesterday I 
shot 80 and today I wasn’t thinking about 
it,” she said.

The 10 shot swing moved Nontarux 
up to second place behind medalist Anna 
Nordfors from Campbell who finished at 
1-over par for the win.

Whitfield wins at Arkansas Tech
Former Daniel High School golfer 

Katie Whitfield won the HSU Spring 
Invitational.

The winner of the 2017 Blade Junior 
put together three consistent rounds to 
win the individual championship.

Whitfield began her college career at 
Bowling Green and has been at Arkansas 
Tech for two years.

She has twice been honored as The Great 
American Confernce Player of the Week.

Charleston wins at Briar Creek
The College of Charleston claimed its 

biggest team victory with their win in the 
Briar Creek Invitational.

Graduate senior Victoria Huskey from 
Greenville made a birdie on her final hole 
to seal the win by a shot over #18 ranked 
Florida State

Also in the field was #14 ranked 
Maryland, Ohio State, North Carolina, 
Michigan State and old Dominion.

Huskey finished tied for 4th. Her team-
mate Viktoria Hund was the medalist.

Huskey & Hardee
continued from page 7

Keenan Huskey won the 2015 SCGA Amateur setting a 
tournament scoring record. (GolfClub Photo)

Local Golf
 Information
Special Offers

Video  
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 Pictures  
Stories

scgolfclub.com

Three Ways 
To Get 

Carolina 
Golf News 
Every Day.

The Golf Club SC

@TheGolfClubSC

The Golf Club Newspaper is 
available at 60 golf locations 

in the Upstate

Lander and Stephenson earn wins
The Bearcats came from six shots 

off the lead to win the Lady Cougar 
Invitational at the Maple Ridge Golf Club 
in Columbus, Georgia.

Not only did the Bearcats team get 
the win, but Hannah Stephenson claimed 
medalist honors at the tournament.

The Bearcat junior started the final 
round trailing Nikki Norlin from Barton 
College by a shot.

Stephenson shot rounds of 74 and 76 
for a 150 total to pass Norlin and take a 
6-shot win.

The team’s 304 second round score 
was the best of the tournament and earned 
Lander a 10-shot victory.

In addition to Stephenson at the top 
of the leader board, the Bearcats placed 
three golfers in the top-25.

Chloe Hiott finished in a tie for 10th, 
Caroline Hardee was 13th, Ella Nilsson 
tied for 15th and Caitlyn Cash was 25th 
to contribute to the win.

es compared to mini-tour events and the 
even a  smaller chance of earning status.

“Only the top two in the series got 
to play in one Tour event each and the 
purses on mini tours were better,” he said.

Hardee has heard stories that the PGA 
Tour is trying to put together an alterna-
tive to the MacKenzie Tour similar to last 
year’s Local I Q Series, but he believes 
they will have to offer more opportunity 
or better purses this year.

“I hope we can play the MacKenzie 
Tour. I’d love to go to Canada and see 
some different courses and travel, but if 
it doesn’t work out I can be successful 
playing the mini tours again,” he said.

The fact that Huskey and Hardee’s 
careers have run in parallel for most of 
their lives is not lost on either golfer.

“I think we have played with or against 
each other since we were 10 or 12 years  
old,” said Hardee.

The two played each other in Junior 
golf, High School golf,  the SEC and now 
possibly on the next level. 

Until the PGA Tour can sort out the 
situation in Canada with the MacKenzie 
Tour both golfers will do their best to stay 
ready by doing more of what they had 
been doing.

Practicing, attempting to qualify on 
Monday and playing mini Tour events 
and hoping their success at the qualifying 
tournament leads to more opportunities 
down the road.
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High Schools... continued on page 14

Round up the usual suspects

The hidden gem of the Upstate!  Welcome Home!
Memberships Options

$95 Full Membership*
$75 Weekday Memberships*
$55 Junior -25 Membership*

*Includes Golf & Pool

Seniors $29.00 M-F

Twilight Rates at 1pm
$30 Monday - Friday

$33 Saturday - Sunday

$37.00 Monday-Friday  
$41.00 Saturday-Sunday

PGA Instruction - Practice Range - Short Game Area - Fully Stocked Golf Shop - Grill - Pool

864-847-7102  598 Beaver Dam Road  Williamston, SC 29607  www.saludavalleycc.com 

Book Your 
2021 Outing Now!

SC High School’s top 
teams are ready to 
make up for last year

The high school golf season began in 
South Carolina this month and everyone 
involved is hoping this season lasts much 
longer than last year.

The Red Raider Invitational was 
played at the Greenville Country Club’s 
Riverside course and 19 teams from the 
upstate started their seasons.

“We didn’t know it, but when we left 
here last year we had played half our sea-
son,” joked J.L.Mann’s long time boys 
coach Red Cook. “We played one more 
tournament and then everything got shut 
down,” he recalled.

The battle against the pandemic is 
not over and high school golf continues 
to take the recommended action to play 
safely.

Flags don’t come out of the hole, 
masks are worn when not competing on 
the course, hand shakes have become fist 
bumps and there are no gatherings for 
award ceremonies.

Boiling Springs won the 18 hole sea-

son opening tournament. The Bulldogs 
shot an 18-over par 302 total to edge out 
a pair of their Spartanburg County rivals.

Boiling Springs won four state cham-
pionships between 2014 and 2017.

“We have three players who are seniors 
who lost a season. The three have a lot of 
experience,” said Bulldog coach Josh 
Pruitt. “They have all won individual 
tournaments since last year. Now we want 
to put it together for our team,” said the 
Boiling Springs coach.

Zach Phillips, who will play college 
golf at USC Upstate next year, won the 

Boiling Springs won two early season tournaments. The Bulldogs topped Dorman by a single shot at The Red Raider Invitational at the Greenville Country Club’s Riverside course and followed it up with another one shot win over 
Dorman at The Rebel. Perenniel Class AA-A power Christ Church opened their season with a win at The Tee-Off Classic. Both teams lead their classiications in the first Golf Coaches Association poll.

SC High School Coaches Poll
AAAAA
1  Boiling Springs
2  Dorman
3  Spartanburg
4  Mauldin
5  Lexington
6  Ft. Mill
7  Chapin
8  Blythewood
9  J.L. Mann
10T Wando
10T W. Ashley

AAAA
1  A.C. Flora
2  Greenville
3  N. Auguest
4  Beaufort
5  Eastside
6  Hilton Head
7  May River
8  N. Myrtle Beach
9  Hartsville
10 Catawba Ridge

AAA
1  Bishop England
2  Oceanside
3  Woodruff
4  Fox Creek
5  Eastside
6  Waccamaw
7  Daniel
8  Mid-Carolina
9  Wren
10 Belton HPP

AA-A
1  Christ Church
2  SS Christian
3  C Pageland
4  St. Joseph’s
5  Buford
6  Ninety Six
7  Phillip Simmons
8  Legion Coll.
9  Chesnee
10 Wagener Salley

Orange Jacket Classic and the Cheraw 
Fall Challenge.

Andrew Gregory won the George 
Holiday Memorial Junior at Myrtle Beach 
last December and Davis Hill has three 
GSA Junior Tour titles on his resume. 

Dorman finished 1-shot behind the 
Bulldogs, while Spartanburg was third.

The Vikings’ Drew Harrill was the 
medalist in the first event of the season.

“I know everyone is glad to be back 
out playing. I’m hoping our guys now 
understand they need to play every round 
as if it is the last round, because that is 

what happened last year,” Pruitt said.
At The Rebel a week later, the out-

come was the same as Boiling Springs 
topped Dorman by a shot again.

Dorman’s future Gamecock golfer 
Nathan Franks was the medalist shooting 
an outstanding 6-under par 66 on windy 
day at River Falls Plantation.

Franks came close to a second straight 
win when he finished the 36 hole Bengal 
tournament at Columbia Country Club 
tied for the lead.

Gene Zeigler, a future USC teammate 
edged Franks out for the individual title 
in a one-hole playoff. 

A.C. Flora is another team always in 
the hunt for a state championship.

The Falcons’ hold the state record for 
consecutive state championships winning 
8 in a row between 2010 and 2017.

Flora, a AAAA team, finished in front 
of many of the top teams in the SCHSL 
and the SCISA. 

Boiling Springs tried to catch Flora in 
the final round, but came up 2-shots short 
of winning third straight win.

The school owning the most state golf 
championships is Christ Church and the 
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Ernst... continued from page 5

Austin Ernst and her brother Drew have teamed up for a pair of LPGA Tour 
wins. Drew Ernst was a college golfer at Coastal Carolina and won the 2010 
SCGA Amateur championship.

High Schools...
continued from page 13

two events and Ernst’s victory seems to suggest a resur-
gence of American golfers on the LPGA Tour.

“I feel like we’ve got a lot of really good young 
Americans. I don’t know if I’m still a young American or 
not. I’m 29. I think we all want to play really well and I 
think we’re all pushing each other to play better,” she said.

The extra incentive of earning a spot on the US Olym-
pic team or the Solheim Cup team is a goal that Ernst now 
can consider for the year,

“I think it would be unbelievable. I mean, if you talk 
to any athlete and if you’re talking to somebody and they 
said, I’m an Olympian, that’s really cool. So, I mean, as a 
golfer it was never a thing that -- when I was a little kid I 
never dreamed of it. Never could do it. But I think it would 
be really cool to do it,” said Ernst.

The winner’s purse pushed Ernst career earnings over 
thr $4 million mark and moved her up from 32nd to 3rd, 
on the LPGA Tour money winning list.

Cavaliers started the season looking like they were ready 
to add a 19th championship trophy to the school’s record.

The Cavaliers put up mid-season type scores on their 
way to winning the Tee-Off Classic at Star Fort Golf 
Club in Ninety Six.

Christ Church finished on top of the 16 team tourna-
ment with a 7-over par 295 total and an 8-shot victory 
over T.L. Hanna from Anderson.

“This was our first tournament of any kind in a year,” 
said Cavaliers’ coach Kristen Rooke. “Our guys were so 
ready to play as a team again,“ she said.

Individually, the Cavaliers’ Jack Roberts shot a 
2-under par 70 and then won a playoff with Jackson 
Scarlatta of Hanna for the indivdual title.

The year long absence from tournament play for the 
Cavaliers might not have been as troubling as it was for 
teams who had golfers who played only in season.

“Our team is full of year-round golfers and with 
Covid that was about all they could do,” said Rooke.

Starting every season as the team to beat has never put 
any extra pressure on the Cavaliers.

“These guys want to win every time they play. I’ve 
had one team that had a perfect season and I challenge 
them to see if they can do the same,” said Rooke.

Lower state teams top the rankings in the AAA classi-
fication. Charleston’s Bishop England is ranked number 
one with Oceanside from the Isle of Palms ranked sec-
ond in the classification.

Woodruff from the Upstate is third in the AAA poll, 
but they may have an edge when it comes to the state 
championship tournament.

The AAA title will be decided on their home course at 
Three Pines Country Club in Woodruff.

TO ORDER, PLEASE VISIT WWW.THEFIRSTTEEUPSTATE.ORG
OR  PURCHASE AT A PARTICIPATING COURSE

Passport is valid January 1, 2021 thru December 31, 2021
Passport is nontransferable. Proceeds benefit First Tee — Upstate South Carolina

Your 2021 First Tee Passport Is Here!

Each Passport is still $75 or both for just $125!

 #BuildingGameChangers

Play 60 discounted rounds of golf for ONLY $125!

The Western Golf Passport includes: Boscobel – Carolina Springs – Cherokee 
Valley – Cobb’s Glen – The Club at Brookstone – The Creek – Falcon’s Lair – Greer 
Golf – Heddles Hideaway – Pebble Creek – Pickens CC – Pine Lake – The Preserve at 
Verdae – The Rock – Woodfin Ridge

The Eastern Golf Passport includes: 3’s Greenville - Boscobel Golf Club – Carolina 
Springs - Cherokee National – Cherokee Valley - The Creek – Greer Golf - Heddles 
Hideaway – Links O’Tryon - Meadowbrook – River Falls –  The Rock – Village Greens 
– Willow Creek – Woodfin Ridge

I grew up with a great instructor, 
Kevin Britt, who helped me 
along the way. He is one of the 
reasons I have made it to where 
I am today. Dustin Johnson, Golf 
Channel Interview.

 Kevin Britt
 Train like a Champion 

Now Teaching at Carolina Country Club

Recognized by 
Golf Digest as 

one of the 
best teachers in 
SC and the only 

one from the 
Upstate! 

Kevin Britt is not just an 
award winning teacher, he 
is a coach who has helped 
develop the games of major 
winners, a national player 
of the year and dozens 
of college scholarship 
recipients.

His more than 25 years of 
experience as an instructor 
can bring out the best in 
golfers of any age and skill 
level to produce results on 
the course.

Britt  is a certified instructor 
for AimPoint Express, 
TrackMan, BodiTrak, US 
Kids, Golf Fitness X, PCA 
and is an Operation 36 Top 
50 Coach.

Carolina Country Club welcomes and 
encourages non-members to take lessons 
and participate in group classes including 

Operation 36 for juniors

Call or text Kevin at 803-261-9153 to start playing better!
www.kevinbrittgolf.com

Mauldin wins
Mavericks claim Greenville 
County title by 10 shots

The Mauldin Mavericks are the Greenville County High School champs.  
(back l-r) Coach Cody Younce, Sam Norris, Jackson Armbruster, (front 
l-r) Ben Coggins, Major Lenning, medalist, Jay Wilkins. (GolfClub Photo)

The Mauldin Mavericks served notice that they are a 
team that can be in the hunt for a state AAAAA cham-
pionship.

The Mavericks won the Bud Asbury Greenville 
County High School championship at Green Valley.

Mauldin shot a tournament best 287 total,to finish 10 
shots in front of Christ Church. J.L. Mann was third with 
Eastside and Greenville rounding out the top-5

“We have gotten good scores from Major Lenning or 
Jay Wilkins or some of our other players, but never at the 
same time in the same event,” said coach Cody Younce.

Lenning put a 6- under par 66 on the board to win 
medalist honors by 3 shots over William Jennings from 
Christ Church.

The Greenville All-County team included William 
Jennings, Jack Wofford, Medalist Major Lenning, Jay 
Wilkins, Tip Price, Ladson Hill and Henry Hall.
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HOPE INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Carolina CC

April 15th
Spartanburg

The Patriot
at Grand Harbor

Project HOPE Foundation invites you to be part of the 2021 Hope Invitational Golf Tournament. 
Pick a Day, and a Course. Sign up as a Team or Non-golfing sponsor. You can help!

Holly Tree
April 19th

Simpsonville

Willow Creek
April 22nd

Greer

Cedar Creek
April 26th

Aiken

Southern Oaks
April 27th

Easley

The Patriot
May 3rd

Ninety Six

By playing in the Project Hope Invitational 
you can Help Families, Open Minds,
Promote Inclusion and Expand Potential. 

With autism now being diagnosed in 
1 out of every 54 children, the need 
for our services is critical.

You can help us meet the needs of 
the Upstate Autism Community while 
enjoying a fun day of golf!

Please consider supporting Project 
Hope by becoming a team sponsor 
or  contributing through a non-golf 
sponsorship.

Enjoy a great day of golf. Entertain clients, 
business associates or a group of friends 

Sponsorship Opportunities are available for 
Presenting Sponsor - Hole-In-One Sponsor 

Course Sponsor - Gold-Silver-VIP Team Sponsors 
and many non-golfing sponsorships

Registration and tournament 
information is available by going to 

www.projecthopesc.org/golf

A great day of golf supports a LIFESPAN of autism services!

At the Cobb’s Glenn Two-Man 
Championship golfers played 36 holes 
using a different format on each 9 holes.

The team of Mike Hartin and Randy 
Cisson mastered the first day formats 
carding a 9-under par 63 to take a two 
shot lead into the final round.

Dan Constantino and Nelson Dickson 
trailed the leaders by a shot, but instead of 
struggling in the second round alternate 
shot format, the two golfers thrived. 

“We left each other in pretty good 
position all day,” Constantino said.

The duo went 5-under on the 9-alter-
nate shot holes to finish with a 65, the 
clubhouse lead and eventually the win.

“We’ve played in a bunch of these kind 
of tournaments so we know each other’s 
game pretty well,” said Dickson. “Today 
I had a hot putter and Dan was hitting his 
irons well,” he said.

The team of Arron Setro and Daniel 
Brasington made 4-birdies in the alternate 
shot format nine and moved up to second 
place with a second round 64.

Constantino and Dickson finished with 

Constantino, 
Dickson team up to 
win at Cobb’s Glen

Weekend winners

Call for Tee Times 864-277-2680

Saturday, 
Sunday 

& Holidays

$37
$30 Monday  

Thru  
Friday

Rates are for 18 holes and cart including tax

Todd King   PGA Professional

315 Piedmont Golf Course Rd.
Take  Highway 25 South from 

I-85, past Donaldson.  
Turn right on Piedmont G.C. 

Rd. Lakeview is 2.5 miles 
on the right. 

Twilight After 2 PM
$26.00 

Weekdays
$31.00

Saturday and Sunday

26 Seniors   

Monday thru Friday

$

a 129 total to claim the win by 3 shots 
over Setro and Brasington.

Cisson and Hartin finished their sec-
ond round at 1-under par and fell back to 
third place. Blake Williamson and Marty 
White finished fourth at 135.

Flight winners included: First Flight 
– Yancey Johnson and Whitt Jefferson, 
Second Flight – Wade May and Jason 
Richardson.

Carolina Springs Whing-Ding
A big field turned out to welcome in 

spring at the Carolina Springs Annual 
Spring Whing-Ding.

Over a hundred golfers played in the 
team tournament.

Tournament Flight winners included: 
Cedars Winners -Ron Aviles, Marshall 

Cleland, David Gaines, Andy Tigom. 
Pines Winners - Jeff Waratuke, Kevin 

Gaines, Matthew Wells, Keith Dowling. 
Willows Winners - Joe Boger, Amanda 

McClain, Tim Poole, Jonathan Mundt.
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