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864-433-9192    www.riverfallsgolf.com   
Conveniently located between Greenville & Spartanburg  100 Player Blvd.  Duncan, 29334

Pro Shop - Driving Range - Practice Green

Gramling, SC  
10 Minutes from I-26 on Hwy 176

Cory McEwen  PGA Golf Professional

www.villagegreens.net

Toll Free 877-472-2411  864-472-2411

Now Join Two Great Golf Clubs for One Great Price!
River Falls Plantation and Village Greens Golf Club have teamed up to offer a 
special combined club membership! Details are available at both golf shops!

Now is a great time to plan your  summer  
outings. Call for available dates!

Before or After Your Round or Anytime!
Stop in Dickey’s BBQ Pitt in our Clubhouse

We feature Equipment from

Dogfights
Monday 9:30

Saturday 7:30-9:30
Seniors  Weds 9:30

$26 Monday Madness
Tuesday thru Friday
$32 - Seniors $26
$42 Sat - Sun $35 after 1 pm

Y N O T 9 - $25
We understand your time is valuable and we hope to encourage more   

9 hole rounds, so you can enjoy the game without taking up too much of 
your day or breaking the bank.

River Falls Plantation is excited to introduce our new 9 hole rate for 
2017. This rate is extended to our Patrons who are ages over 30 and under 
60 for weekday play only.

We are confident  you will play in 2 hours or less!

Ask  Yourself “Y N O T  9!”

Play 18 Championship Holes in 2 Hours!

Everyday Rates Weekday Junior and Senior Rates
18 Holes 9 Holes
 $14.75 $9.00

18 Holes 9 Holes
 $18.00 $11.50

Bent Grass Greens - Lighted Course
Hole Length” 85 yds to 180 yds - Rental Clubs & Pull Carts Available

864-233-6336   www.crosswinds-golf.com    61 Villa Rd - Greenville

From I-385 take Exit 40 A Pleasantburg Dr. Take first right (Villa Rd) In font of Olive Tree Restaurant
Travel approx 1/10th mile Course is on your left  Visible from I-385 towards Greenville

“I’ve played Par-3 courses all over the world . This is the finest 
course I have played.” Craig Perks, 2002 Players Champion & Golf Channel broadcaster.

Wednesday Nigh Skins Game!
Show Up & Sign Up Starts at  6:30 PM

Now offering great group outings for companies or civic groups! 
Daytime or Evenings!

Complete outing services available, golf, food and refreshments.
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Spartanburg, SC 29302

Stan Olenik  
Editor/Publisher
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The Golf Club would like your 
tournament results, story ideas, 
upcoming events and golf news.

The Golf Club is free and available 
at over 70 locations in the Upstate 

and Western North Carolina

Like us at
thegolfclubsc

follow us at 
thegolfclubsc

www.scgolfclub.com

Choose your 
Home Club 

for 
Primary 

Membership. 
Receive playing 
privileges at our 

other two courses!

        We Are ALL ABOUT GOLF  www.golfaag.com

  Play 3 courses for the price of 1!

(864) 646-3991

Highway 76  
Pendleton

(864) 878-6083

Hgwy 8 
Country 

Club 
Road

Pickens

Highway 11 - 1308 Falcons Drive
Walhalla, 29691

(864) 638-0000

The Best Membership Value In The Upstate!
Family Memberships

Boscobel        $100 p/month
Pickens          $  84 p/month
Falcons Lair   $  85 p/month

College Age Golfers!
$22 Monday-Friday 

$28 Weekends After 11am
With Valid College ID

Walter Todd of Laurens won the big-
gest tournament of his successful amateur 
golf career with a playoff win at the Jones 
Cup Senior Invitational.

Todd trailed Doug Hanzel, the 2014 
champion, by three shots starting the final 
round of the 54 hole event at the Sea Island 
Golf Club’s Seaside Course.

Todd cut the lead to two shots with two 
holes to play. On the 17th hole he made an 
amazing 60 foot birdie putt, while Hanzel 
bogeyed the hole.

The two golfers finished the final hole 
with pars forcing a playoff.

Hanzel and Todd played the 18th hole 
two more times without either golfer get-
ting the win.

The two returned to number 17 for the 
third playoff hole. This time Todd did not 
need a dramatic long birdie putt, instead 
his routine par was good enough for the 
victory.

Todd adds the Jones Cup Senior to 
his South Carolina and Carolinas Mid-Am 
championshipss and a handful of local 
victories.

Todd wins Senior Jones Cup
Laurens golfer 
wins major senior 
title in playoff

Hargett and Todd 
Win Sr. Four-Ball

Eddie Hargett of Columbia and Walter 
Todd of Laurens teamed up to win a second 
straight SCGA Senior Four-Ball title.

The two golfers earned their fourth 
senior partners championship with a playoff 
victory over the team of Todd Hendley and 
Bobby Hines of Greenville.

Hargett and Todd birdied the first play-
off hole for the victory at the Reserve Club 
at Pawleys Island.

Woodard, Churchich 
win fourth team title

Dawn Woodard (left) and Sue Churchich (right) won 
their fourth straight WSCGA team title

Dawn Woodard of Thornblade Club 
and Sue Churchich from Belfair Golf Club 
were unbeatable again this year in the 
WSCGA Team Championship.

The duo won their fourth straight team 
title by shooting a 1-over par 73 in the final 
round to win the title by one shot.

The team of Lea Venable of Holly Tree 
and Lee Ann Brown of Bulls Bay finished 
in second place.

The championship was played at the 
Seabrook Island Golf Club.

Todd and Wiggins 
win Partners title

The team of Thomas Todd and Mat-
thew Wiggins won the SCGA Partners 
Championship at Spring Valley Country 
Club.

The two golfers teamed up to win the 
title by four-shots over Geno Berchiatti and 
Robert Lutomski.

Marcus and Shane Grumbles finished 
in third place.

BMW Tournament 
needs volunteers

The BMW Charity Pro-Am is seeking 
volunteers for this year’s tournament.

A volunteer fee of $40 is charged. 
Volunteers receive a uniform shirt, hat and 
ticket as well as food and beverage during 
their volunteer shift.

Online registration is available at the  
tournament website,    www.bmwusfactory.
com/charity-golf/volunteers/ or to www.
bmwcharity golf and select the volunteer 
tab. Online registration ends May 8th.

WSCGA Jr Girls at 
Green Valley in May

Green Valley will hold the second an-
nual WSCGA Green Valley Girls Classic 
on May 20-21.

2017 High School graduates are 
eligible to play. The field is limited to 88 
girls from North and South Carolina and 
Georgia.

The top-5 girls receive an invitation 
to  play in The Blade in July at Thornblade.

Registration information is available 
at www.wscga.org.
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Upstate First Tee picks a new leader
Michael Pius joins 
the First Tee Upstate 
as Executive Director

The First Tee Upstate Vice-President Todd Whitehead (right) has been introducing the new First Tee Upstate 
Executive Director Michael Pius (left) to the golf community in the Upstate. Pius comes to the Upstate from 
Washington, DC where he was the Senior Program Director. 

You have to wear a lot of different hats 
before you can become the leader of a First 
Tee chapter.

Michael Pius has a large collection of 
headwear that he can now set aside and just 
put on one hat when he comes to work in 
the Upstate.

Pius is the new Executive Director of  
The First Tee of the Upstate. The chapter  
consolidates Greenville, Spartanburg and 
Cherokee Counties First Tee programs 
into one.

“In order to fully realize the benefits 
that the merger of The First Tee of Green-
ville and The First Tee of Spartanburg & 
Cherokee Counties provides, we knew we 
needed to find a seasoned leader with the 
experience and desire to take our chapter to 
the next level,” said Ron Rasmussen, Board 
President of The First Tee of the Upstate

Pius was the senior program director 
for the First Tee chapter in Washington and 
Northern Virginia. He spent five years with 
the program. 

“I’ve found my niche working with 

Junior golfers,” said the new Upstate Ex-
ecutive Director. “I  enjoy the opportunity 
to impact young lives through golf and the 
character The First Tee develops,” he said.

Pius is a Penn State graduate of the 
school’s Professional Golf Management 
program. He is a PGA professional and has 
been honored as the 2017 Youth Player De-
velopment Leader for the Middle-Atlantic 
Section of the PGA of America.

While golf and character development 
are the goals of The First Tee, it takes fund-
ing to accomplish the goal.

Pius also has a background in fundrais-

ing and will be working with the advisory 
boards in Greenville and Spartanburg to 
insure the organization has the resources 
to carry out its mission.

The new Executive Director brings a 
great deal of enthusiasm to the new job. 
One of the challenges he faces is blending 
the two separate chapters into one.

Historically the Spartanburg - Chero-
kee Chapters have been very strong in the 
operation and program aspects of the First 
Tee. Greenville has lagged behind. 

Pius has quickly observed the strength 
of the Spartanburg-Cherokee County pro-

See and hear more from 
Michael Pius at 

www.scgolfclub.com
grams and hopes to bring the Greenville 
programs up to their level.

“Audrey Church has done a fantastic 
job in Spartanburg and we want to build 
up the programs at our other locations so 
they are as effective as the one at Woodfin 
Ridge,” said Pius.

Spring classes are underway at the 
eight locations in the Upstate. The First 
Tee operates programs in Greenville at 
Botany Woods, Legacy Pines, Green Val-
ley and Carolina Springs. In Spartanburg 
the First Tee is located at Woodfin Ridge, 
Willow Creek. Carolina Country Club and 
in Gaffney at Cherokee National.

First Tee programs are available to 
youngsters age 6 to 18. The First Tee 
teaches the Nine Core Values that represent 
the many positives that come from the 
game of golf. 

“When The First Tee focuses on fun 
and integrates golf skills and character 
development into the activities is when 
we  can do the most good for the kids,” 
concluded Pius.

Information about The First Tee Up-
state is available at www.firstteeupstate.org.

Mountain Golf at its Finest!

183 Golf Circle  Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-286-9117  www.cleghornplantation.com 

Public Welcome
Ranked #6 in NC by PGA.com

Twilight (after 2pm) $23 M-F  $33 Sat-Sun

Spring Rates
$36 Mon - Fri
$46 Sat - Sun

Seniors
$33 Mon - Fri

George Cobb Designed 6,762 yds  Championship 
Course with 4 sets of tees

Driving Range, Electric Carts, Great Food & Beverages

Call the Golf Shop to 
reserve a fitting time slot!

Demo Day
Saturday
April 16th

11 am - 4 pm

NOW IN OUR 23RD SEASON ! 

AMATEURGOLFTOUR.NET
WHERE AMATEURS PLAY LIKE THE PROS!                                                                                   

1 YEAR TOUR MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTION TO GOLFWEEK MAGAZINE

USGA HANDICAP ($25 VALUE)
GOLFWEEK TOUR STARTER BAG
FOR MORE INFORMATION  CONTACT 

TIMNATC@AMATEURGOLFTOUR.NET
(717) 616-1749

$95 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
(MENTION THIS AD FOR $10  CREDIT)
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The team of Dan Constantino and Nelson Dickson 
“Smoked the Oaks” in the final round at Southern Oaks.

The team shot a 13 under par round of 59 to win the 
“Smoke the Oaks” tournament by three shots. The tourna-
ment included 31 teams competing for the victory.

The winning team opened the final round trailing the 
leading team of Ben Cox and Jimmy Barber by two shots. 
The first round leaders got off to a slow start on the first 
nine holes and could not regain the lead.

Constantino and Dickson carded 13 pars in the round. 
They did not make any bogeys or any eagles.

“We missed a couple of putts for eagle and we had a 
few tough putts for pars, but we used our strategy to play 
both days and it worked out,” said Constantino.

The two golfers made sure they had at least one ball 
in good position on every hole.

“We would get one in play in good shape and then 
the other could go for it and it worked out,” said Dickson.

The team of Brad Sill and Tyler Comer shot identical 
rounds of 62 to finish at 124 ins second place.

Three teams tied for third place. First round leaders 
Cox and Barber tied with Yancey Johnson and Robert 
Lutomski and the team of Ron Clontz and Matthew Hop-
per. Johnson and Lutomski were awarded third place on 
a scorecard playoff.

The tournament winners had worked together for 
several years, but his was the first time the two teamed up 
in an event like the one at Southern Oaks.

“I may have to fire my old partner since we did so 
good,” joked Constantino. “We brother-in-lawed it pretty 
good and we were never out of a hole,” said Dickson.

Flight winners included, Second Flight - Robert 
Burgess and Mike Hartin, Third Flight - Cason Mabry 
and Shannon Leonhardt, Fourth Flight - Scott Cooper and 
Mark Peahuff.

Smoking the Oaks
Dickson and Constantino team 
up to shoot 59 in final round 
and win at Southern Oaks

The team of Dan Constantino and Nelson Dickson shot a final round 59 
to win the Smoke the Oaks tournament at Southern Oaks.

Compete against golfers with 
the same handicap as you!

Upcoming Tournaments
April 1  Apple Valley

April 22-23 Wyboo/Santee
May 6 Links O’Tyron

May 20 Cherokee Valley

www.gcamtour.com/tour/upstate
Email Tour Director

Jimmy Turner
upstate@gcamtour.com

Sign Up Today

RECEIVE A
$50 GIFT CARD
Every time you refer a new Tour Member

Sill and Comer win Spring 
Fling at Links O’Tryon

The team of Tyler Comer and Brad Sill combined to 
shoot a 11-under par 61 to win the Low Gross Division at 
the Spring Fling, Texas  Two-Man at the Links O’Tryon.

The Low Net team winners were Craig and Kevin 
Vaughn who carded an adjusted total of 53.

2nd low gross - Adam Jolley and Dylan Jones, 3rd 
low Gross - Brian James and Tripp Morrow.

2nd Low net - Randy Cisson and Dave Jaggers - 57, 
3rd Net - Doug Dietz and Marty Henson - 61
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Plates are 
Available  at 

SC DMV Offices

Support 
Junior Golf 

In
South

Carolina

A Portion of the Fee 
is contributed to 

Junior Golf in 
South Carolina

For More 
Information 

and to Apply for a 
License Plate 

go to
www.scjgf.org

tab
Fund Raising 

Initiative and Events
License Tag 

Program

ENJOY PLAYING A GEORGE COBB ORIGINAL CHAMPIONSHIP COURSE!

$37.00 Weekdays
$45.00 Weekends

Cobb’s Glen Rates Include Carts
Seniors

$27.00 Mon - Fri

Call for Tee Times: 1-864-226-7688  -  2201 Cobbs Way, Anderson, SC 29621

Membership Options
$135 Family - $125 Senior Family (over 55)
No Initiation Fee With 3 Months Dues Paid In Advance

Tiff-Eagle Bermuda Greens - Full Practice Range - Pro Shop - Restaurant - Pool -  PGA Instruction

The Junior golf season for 2017 began 
at the Cobb’s Glen Invitational in Ander-
son. The tournament has been the unofficial 
start of the spring season for juniors from 
around the state for the last 16 years. 

Jensen Castle of White Knoll High 
School became the first player to repeat as 
the winner of the ceremonial green jacket 
in the girls tournament, while Ian Faulconer 
of Greenville picked up his first big tourna-
ment victory.

Castle won the championship last year 
and started the defense of her title with a 
solid 1-under par 71 in the first round.

“My putting was really good and I hit 
a lot of fairways,” said the 2016 AAAAA 
South Carolina High School individual 
champion. “Keeping it in the fairway really 
set me up to make those putts,” she said.

Castle carried a four-stroke lead into 
the second round. Anna Morgan of Spar-
tanburg was second with Kerrington Lamb 
of Easley in third place.

In the second round Castle’s score 
went up a little, but she was able to maintain 
her four stroke lead and win the title for the 
second straight year.

“I may have won a couple of smaller 
tournaments back to back, but I think this 
is the first time I’ve been able to defend 
my title in a tournament like this one,” she 
said. “I didn’t hit the ball as well as I did in 
the first round, but my chipping was really 
good,” she said.

Another Castle was the winner in the 
younger girls division. Jensen’s younger 
sister Jalen shot a two-day total of 159 to 
claim the title in the 11-14 year old girls 
division. Castle won the overall title by 
eight shots.

The battle for the runner-up spot was 

much closer as Sarah Boteler of Greenville 
finished one shot ahead of Chloe Holder of 
Williamston.

Faulconor started the final round trail-
ing first round leader John Paul Velasquez 
by six shots. The Mount Pleasant golfer 
shot an opening even par round of 72 to 
lead Cody Transou of Gaffney and Caleb 
Henson of Lancaster.

The final round scores for the leaders 
went up enough so Faulconor’s second 
round 1-over par 73 allowed him to take the 
lead. His two-day total of 151 gave him a 
two shot victory over Colt Martin of Pend-
leton. Garrett Cooper matched Faulconor’s 
final round 73 to jump ahead of the first 
round leaders to finish third.

“I knew I would have to shoot around 
even if I was going to have a chance. I could 
see the leaders were having some trouble 
and I was playing well,” said Faulconer.

The boys overall champion credited 
his ability to get up and down as the key 
to his victory. “I made a lot of putts and I 
didn’t miss any short ones” he said.

The Cobb’s Glen Invitational champi-
on hopes his good play can continue as the 
high school golf season starts this month.

“This is the biggest win I have had,” 
said the J.L. Mann sophomore. “I had not 
been playing well, but things turned around 
for me here and I think I am getting my 
game back on track,” he said.

The boys 11-14 year old champion-
ship was won by Tanner Pilgrim of Easley. 
Pilgrim shot rounds of 79 and 77 for a 156 
total and a four shot victory.

Jack Wofford of Greenville finished 
second while Connor Rekito of Wil-
liamston was third.

The Cobb’s Glen Men’s Golf Associa-
tion helped operate the event.

Junior season opens at Cobbs
Castle, Faulconor 
win the Cobbs Glen 
Junior Invitational

Ian Faulconer of Greenville won the boys title at the Cobb’s Glen Junior Invitational. Jensen Castle (center-
top) of West Columbia won the girls overall championship with Anna Morgan of Spartanburg in second and 
Kerrington Lamb of Easley in third.  Tanner Pilgrim of Easley (center-middle) won the boys 11-14 year old 
title with Jack Wofford and Connor Rekito finishing second and third. The girls 11-14 year old title was won 
by Jalen Castle (center-above) with Sarah Boteler and Chloe Holder in second and third place.
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    Like us on Facebook Outfitting Golfers from 
Beginners to Pros for 35 Years!www.bypassgolfshop.com

133 Southport Rd. (295 By-Pass, 1/4 mile past Fudruckers on the left) Spartanburg 29301  (864) 576-7120  M-Sat 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Expert Club Repair - Equipment Upgrades - Fast Service -  Upstate’s Largest Selection Of Used Clubs - Custom Fitting All Major Brands

Large Selection of Top-Line Used Equipment Bring in your used 
Titleist, Callaway, Ping, Mizuno, Taylor Made and Trade-in or Trade up!   

Fitting Systems for ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

$39.95

In Stock!

2017 Pro V1 
& Pro V1X

$47.95

X-Out Golf Gloves 1/2 Off, Now $10.95$29.95

917 D2 & D3

The Standard for 
complete performance

Jailbreak 
Technology

New
M1

New
M2

In
Stock

2016 Pro V1 
& Pro V1X

Youth Clubs, Bags, 
Shoes, Shirts, Hats,  
Gloves, Accessories

ProV1 Logo Overruns   $3.00 ea

In Stock!

NEW i 200

Precision 
distance

Spring Shirts & Shorts
New Styles & Colors

A New Way 
to Roll
In Stock

Clemson roars to four in a row
Team titles at Aiken 
and Furman, Young 
gets first college win

Carson Young earned his first college victory with a one-shot win at the Furman Intercollegiate. Doc Redman, 
who has two wins during the season,  finished second at the Cleveland Golf Palmetto Invitational

See and hear more from 
Larry Penley and Carson Young 

at www.scgolfclub.com

The Clemson Tigers are having a heck 
of a season. The team has now reeled off 
four straight tournament victories.

Three in a row set a school record and 
four in a row just adds another line in the 
record book.

“I think we are playing relaxed,” said 
Clemson head coach Larry Penley. “They 
went out and had fun and just played,” said 
the Tigers coach who picked up his 73rd 
coaching victory.

The last two victories for Clemson were 
done in different fashion. The third win in 
a row came at the Palmetto Club in Aiken.

The Tigers trailed Virginia by three 
shots going into the final round at Aiken. 

A tough course and windy conditions 
helped increase scores from the first two 
rounds, but even with four Tigers shooting 
over par Clemson was able to pull out a 
one-shot victory.

“I can’t be upset with an 8-over par 
round. The course won this one. When the 
wind kicked up and the greens got faster, 
our guys hung in there and did what they 
needed to do,” said the coach.

Doc Redman continued his outstanding 
freshman campaign with a second place fin-
ish at the Palmetto Club.

He also finished second in the Palmetto 
Amateur last summer on the same course.

Redman got a bad break on the 17th 
hole when his ball rolled into a divot.

He bogeyed the hole and could not 
make up the shot on the final hole. 

“I’m happy the team got the win, that 
was more important than me winning. We 
are playing well and winning a third straight 
tournament is great,” Redman said after the 
tournament.

Adding his second place finish to 
his victories at the Jackrabbit and the 
Ka’anapali Collegiate Classic, Redman has 
earned a top-twenty spot in the national col-
legiate individual rankings.

His team is also benefiting from the 
wins as the Tigers have moved up into the 
top 15 in the Golfweek College Poll.

After team wins at the Jackrabbit, the 
Tigers hit a rough stretch in a couple of 
tournaments.

“We had a couple of really horrible 
tournaments. Colonial killed us and the US 
Collegiate killed us, but we also won two 
tournaments and had a chance at a third. We 
just needed to be consistent,” said the coach.

The consistency started with the win in 
Hawaii and then in Puerto Rico before the 
third straight victory in Aiken.

The Tigers finished the first round at 
Furman one shot behind Georgia Southern. 
Freshman William Nottingham led the Ti-
gers from the fifth spot shooting a 3-under 
par 69.

In the first round all the Tigers shot even  
par or better. The second round produced 
more consistent play as the Tigers moved 
past the Eagles and took command of the 
tournament with a second round 12-under 
par score.

In the final round the Tigers just had to 
keep their golf balls in play. With a 279 final 
round the Tigers finished  at 29-under par 
and 14 shots in front of USC-Aiken.

“The golf course was in great shape 
and we knew there were going to be a lot of 
birdies. I’m really proud of Carson (Young) 
for getting his first college win,” said Penley.

The Clemson senior from Pendleton 
has an impressive amateur golf resume. He 
has two South Carolina Amateur titles and a 
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 2015 Award Winning Course 
30 Best You Can Play - SC Golf Course Ratings Panel, 
2014 Best Golf Course in the Upstate - Greenville News Readers Choice

400 N. Hwy 25 By-Pass, Greenville 
864-294-2690

The Furman Golf Course is available for outings 
weekdays and weekends

Visit www.furmangolfclub.com
Best Available Rates - Tee Time Specials - Join the Furman E-Club for Special Offers!

Check out our instruction and clinic schedule on the website!

PUBLIC WELCOME!

 Furman is ranked in Golfweek 
Magazine’s ratings of top University 

courses you can play!

 2016 Golfweek Award Winner

COME PLAY TODAY!
Check Out Our Instruction Program!

Greenville.. continued on page 12

The Greenville Country Club has moved into its new clubhouse (rear view). It took about  16 months to demolish the old building and complete construction on the new building. Amazingly the new building  has about the 
same square footage as the old clubhouse (below), but the design concepts have maximized the space and improved the usability of the club for members and for the staff serving the members.

WOW! Greenville opens new clubhouse 
New building is 
designed to serve 
membership first

There should be another name for the 
building that now dominates the Greenville 
Country Club complex.

Clubhouse simply does not do the new 
multi-million dollar facility justice.

Mike Smith, who is the building com-
mittee chairman for the club, disagrees. He 
believes calling the building a clubhouse 
is the best description of the new building.

“It is a clubhouse in every sense of the 
term. 24/7 from 6:30 am to 11 pm it is the 
center of our club,” said Smith.

The expansive structure took 16 months 
to complete, however, planning for the new 
building began  in 2010 when the club began 
to formulate a long term strategic use plan.

It is not unusual for clubs to assess 
members for major projects, but as part of 
the long term planning at Greenville, the 
club took a different path.

“We developed a capital fee from 
our dues that allowed us to build a capital 
improvement fund. It is going to allow us 

to keep improving our facilities without an 
assessment on our membership,” said Smith.

The building committee did a great deal 
of travelling to see other clubs. The club also 
hired a firm that specialized not only in  the 
planning for the building, but in long term 
planning for the entire campus.

“Chambers in Baltimore are leaders 
in the club industry and they work with 
forward thinking clubs. They helped our 
board lay out a road map not just for the new 
clubhouse, but for future years,” said Smith.

With a strong financial base and a long 
term plan, the club was confident the time 
was right to build.

“The clubhouse is only a part of what 
we are doing. We are able to enhance our 
campuses, swimming, tennis, golf, dining,  
fitness  and all the things that work for a 

membership over a 10 year period,” said 
Smith.

The new clubhouse looks several times 
bigger than the old building. Amazingly, it is 
about the same size in square feet as the old 
club house that was built in 1954.

“The difference is we are using the 
space much better,” said Greg Hobbs, the 
General Manager. “After numerous renova-
tions over the years, the operating efficiency 
just wasn’t there,” he added.

The original clubhouse was about 
19,000 square feet. Additions eventually in-
creased the size to about 45,000 square feet. 

The old clubhouse had several kitchens. 
The new building has a central kitchen that 
serves all the dining options available.

The new clubhouse maximizes effi-
ciency to serve the members. It also makes 

sure that the club has a casual atmosphere 
the entire families can utilize.

“The days of a club being just for 
golfers has long been gone and when our 
committee put this plan together they made 
sure families and their needs were up front,” 
said Hobbs.

As you would expect, the clubhouse has  
meeting and event facilities that can host 
large events, but a small family can feel just 
as much at home in the building.

“We now have a youth locker room, a 
child care center and a fitness center. These 
are all features that members and potential 
members look for when they make a deci-
sion to join a club these days,” said the 
General Manager.

All of the planning done for the new 
building was aimed at creating value for the 
entire membership. Not just golfers or tennis 
players as many clubs had done in the past.

“We have advanced the value of the 
membership. Members are going to stay and 
they are going to utilize the club facilities  
and that is how you grow,” Smith said.

Golfers will see an expanded and well 
stocked golf shop and a trophy case to hold 
the history and awards the club has received.
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BOOK YOUR TOURNAMENT TODAY!

www.thepreserveatverdae    864-676-1500  650 Verdae Blvd. Greenville

Senior Specials
$33  Mon - Fri
$43 Weekends
Twilight Rates
$39 After 2 PM

Tournament 
Packages
Available!

Local Golf News
www.

scgolfclub.com

New ways to grow the game
Village Greens and 
River Falls offer 
golfers new ideas

Village Greens PGA Professional Corey Mcewen  (above)has introduced a scoring tee program at his course 
Travis Simcheck (below) PGA Professional at River Falls Plantation has started a program to encourage 
golfers to play nine hole rounds.

Golf is a unique game that is both 
loved and disdained for the same reasons.

The game is hard, the rules are strict 
and it takes some time to play. 

Golf enthusiasts love the game because 
it takes skill and practice. They enjoy the 
clear cut rules that govern play and the 
honor system that separates it from every 
other game. Golfers also enjoy the fact that 
the game is played without a clock. 

Non-golfers who might actually enjoy 
playing the game use these factors as rea-
sons to stay away from the course.

A pair of PGA Professionals and two 
golf courses in the Upstate have come up 
with a few ideas to eliminate some of the 
excuses and welcome people to the game.

River Falls Plantation PGA Profes-
sional Travis Simcheck and his staff have 
started a program they call YNOT9.

“Golf does not always have to be 
played in 18 hole rounds,” said Simcheck. 
“If you have time to play nine, you should 
take advantage of it and play,” he said.

National surveys have shown that the 
group of golfers most pressed for time are 
Mid Amateurs. Golfers between the age of  
30 and 60 have jobs and families that take 
precedent over golf.

“These golfers have trouble finding 
time to play. A weekend round can take over 
four hours, but nine holes during the week 
can be played in two hours,” said Simcheck.

River Falls has started a special $25 
rate for nine holes during the week. It does 
not make the game any easier, but it does 
save time and money and allows golfers to 
enjoy the game.

With YNOT9, River Falls is trying to 
put some fun back into the game. Village 
Greens is taking a little different approach, 
but hopes to get the same results. More 
golfers having fun.

Corey Mcewan sees a great many 
talented golfers play his Village Greens 
course. He also sees a lot of players who are 
just out to enjoy the day and have some fun.

“Most of the players we see have some 
ability to play the game, but we would like 
to see more golfers who are learning or just  
want to play occasionally,” he said.

Mcewan’s plan at the course near In-
man is to make the game a little easier. He 
has developed a Scoring Tee program.

“We have four sets of tees, but that 
may not work for everyone who wants 
to play. We have put in some Orange tees 
that are well up the fairway. The par value 
of the holes is the same, but the length is 
shorter,’ he said.

Statistics show that most women golf-
ers hit drives around 125 yards. At Village 
Greens the ninth hole, even from the Ladies 
tees is a par-3 that measures 180 yards with 
almost 120 yards of carry over a lake.

“We put the scoring tees at the edge 
of the lake. Golfers still have to hit over 
the water, but the carry isn’t so difficult. It 
keeps more golfers in the game and gives 
them a chance to card a good score,” he 
added.

The Scoring Tees at Village Greens 
average 280 yards on the par 5s, 235 yards 
on the par 4s and about 100 yards on the 
par 3s.

“We set these up not just for the ladies, 

but for beginners,juniors, seniors and golf-
ers who have some physical limitations,” 
said Mcewen.

The Scoring Tees have not yet been 
rated like the other four sets of tees, so 
it would be difficult to form a game with 
players who are not using the special tees.

“I don’t think that is really important. 
The idea is for golfers to get on the course, 
play from the tee that best suits their game 
and have fun. Shooting a good score is what 
often brings golfers back and keeps them 
enjoying the game,” said the Village Greens 
PGA Professional.

PGA members are charged with grow-
ing the game and Simcheck and Mcewen 
are convinced if more courses tried these 
ideas they would have the same success 
bringing golfers back to the course more 
often.
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2016 Winter Rates

Weekdays
$29

After 12 PM   
$24 

Seniors  M-F 
$26

Weekends
$34 

After 12 PM 
$29 

All rates for 18 holes w/cart Nine high school teams from Georgia 
played very solid golf for two days and 
topped the nine teams from South Carolina 
to win the annual Georgia-South Carolina 
High School Cup Invitational at River Falls 
Plantation.

The team from Georgia which in-
cluded many of the top teams in the state 
jumped out to a solid lead after the first 
round of play. The Peach State golfers took 
a commanding 24 stroke lead after the first 
round. Scoring was done using the top four 
scores of each of the nine high schools for 
South Carolina and Georgia.

Only five golfers were able to break 
par in the first round. The individual lead 
was shared by three golfers. Dorman’s 
George Eubanks, Jr. shot a 3-under par 
69. He shared the lead with two Georgia 
golfers. Ben Carr of Columbus and Grant 
Sutcliff of Lambert were at the top of the 
leader board.

Gaffney’s Cody Transou and Johna-
than Parker of Columbus each shot rounds 
of 1-under par 71 to also break par.

Windy conditions caused the scores to 
go up in the second round, but the Georgia 
teams still maintained their lead in the 36 
hole event. 

The team from Mill Creek, the largest 

high school in Georgia, shot the best round 
of the tournament posting a 297 total to 
move past Columbus and take a five shot 
victory in the team event. Columbus was 
second. Dorman was the top South Carolina 
team finishing in fourth place.

The final team score was Georgia 1771 
- South Carolina 1814.

Columbus’s Johnathan Parker fol-
lowed up his first round 1-under par 71 
with a second round 3-over par 75 to win 
the individual title by one shot over four 
golfers.

Gaffney’s Cody Transou won a five 
hole playoff for second in the 36 hole an-
nual event.

The tournament was started sev-
eral years ago by former Dorman boy’s 
coach Lewis Terry. The event alternates 
golf courses in both South Carolina and 
Georgia.

The Mill Creek High School team from Hoschton, Georgia won the team title and led the Georgia teams 
to a convincing win at the Georgia - South Carolina High School Invitational Cup played at River Falls 
Plantation. Cody Transou of Gaffney (below) was the top South Carolina golfer in the field finishing second. 

Georgia wins the cup
Mill Creek wins 
team title, Transou 
top SC golfer
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Enjoy the complete Golf Experience at 
Woodfin Ridge!

      $38 Weekdays   $48 Weekends                         
$28 Seniors  Monday-Thursday 

864-578-0023   www.woodfinridge.com
North of Boiling Springs   Off Hwy 9 at Lake Bowen Dam Rd.

Open to the Public    Book Your 2017 Outings Now! 

Before or After your round

598 Beaverdam Rd. Williamston, SC 29697

Call for Tee Times (864) 847-7102

M-F $31.00 / Sat-Sun $36.00

Nine Hole and Walking Rates Available

Afternoon Rate After 12 PM!
M-F $26.00  /  Sat-Sun $29.00

Seniors  Mon-Fri Anytime!
$25.00

Directions: Exit from I-85 to the Highway 29, Williamston - South Anderson Exit.
Take the Belton Exit off Highway 29, Saluda Valley is 2 miles ahead on the left.

“We have overseeded for 
great green fairways”

Mike Smith served as building committee chairman for the new Greenville Country Club clubhouse. The 
clubhouse was designed to offer current and future members the kind of amenities families value in a country club.

Greenville... continued from page 8
A new GPS system in the golf carts 

will help club professionals manage the 
traffic around the Riverside course.

“It is so great to be out of the trailer,” 
said Riverside head PGA professional Karl 
Stefka. “This new shop lets us serve the 
members better than we have ever been 
able to before,” he added.

When golfers play the Riverside 
course they will be able to duck into the 
clubhouse and find Riverside Cafe that is a 
cross between normal golf course favorites 
and a Starbucks or Panera.

“We opened about a month later than 
expected, but that was because of upgrades 
we were able to add because of the financial 

health of the club. The outdoor portions 
of the clubhouse and the views of the golf 
course from the veranda enhance the value 
of the membership.” said Hobbs.

The clubhouse has been open for a 
month and the reviews have been positive. 
Small problems have been corrected and 
the membership is getting used to their 
brand new digs.

 “We have all been thrilled to see the 
memberships reaction. Without question 
we exceeded what they thought it would be 
and beyond what they were expecting. The 
new clubhouse is exactly what I thought 
and hoped it would be when we started,” 
concluded Smith.

Carolinas Amateur win. As a junior he  won 
the prestigious Junior Invitational at Sage 
Valley and the Bobby Chapman Junior in 
Spartanburg.

However, he had not been able to get 
a college tournament victory through his 
first three years.

“I just kept on grinding and kept be-
lieving in myself,” said Young. “It is great 
to finally get the win,” he said.

With the team title just a formality, 
Young was locked in a battle with old foe 
Andrew Novak from Wofford and Chat-
tanooga’s Wes Gosselin.

Novak started the day with a four shot 
lead over the field, but Gosselin chased him 
down and took over the lead.

Young, playing in the same group with 
Gosselin, made his move on the back nine.

The Tiger senior made the turn at 
1-under par. A chip in birdie on the tough 
12th hole and an eagle on the par 5 15th 
hole got him even with Gosselin. 

Young’s birdie on number 17 and Gos-
selin’s bogey gave him the outright lead 
with one hole to play.

A solid par on the last hole gave Young 
his first win. Gosselin and Novak finished 
in a tie for second place.

“It’s cool to finally win one in college.  
Hopefully we can win five in a row. We 
want to keep it going,” added Young.

Now with five tournament wins dur-
ing the season Penley wants his team to 
keep working for the biggest tournaments 
of the year.

“Right now the ACC is what we are 
focusing on. We have a lot of work to do. 
We have a chance to be a really good team 
and I guess that is how you win four in a 
row,” concluded Penley.

Clemson won their fourth straight tournament with a win at Furman. The Tiger team included, Austin Langdale, 
Bryson Nimmer, Assistant Coach Jordan Byrd and his son, Carson Young, Head Coach Larry Penley, William 
Nottingham, Doc Redman and Josh Fickes.

Clemson... 
continued from page 8
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Spring
Rates

Senior. M-F
$30

Sr. Sat-Sun
$39

Weekdays
$48

After 2 PM
$34

Sat-Sun
$54

After 2 PM
Everyday

$39

The 
best 
two 

clubs 
in 

your 
bag! Marc Brady, PGA Head Golf Professional

marc@mbradypga.com * www.linksotryon.com
11250 New Cut Rd Campobello, 29322  Call 864-468-5099

Test Your Skill in our 
3 Club Tournament

Saturday, April 22nd at 1 PM
Call the Golf Shop to Sign Up!

Steve Goforth, PGA Head Golf Professional
sgoforth@willow-creekgolf.com * www.willow-creekgolf.com

205 Sandy Run, Greer, 29651 Call 864-670-9329

FANTASTIC COURSE CONDITIONS!

The Game of Golf is Played Here!

It is time to book 
your spring outing!

Play & Save More!
Ask About Our

Very Important Player Card!

www.linksotryon.com

When the Symetra Tour returns to Stoney Point in Greenwood golf fans will get to see the LPGA stars of the past and the future. The popular Legends Pro-Am will be held on Wednesday, May 10th. The tournament founded 
by Jim Medford has produced three straight winners who have gone on to play on the LPGA Tour. Great golf shots are observed by fans on both land and sea at the “Lucky Hole #13” which also serves as the base for a 
fireworks display after the Saturday round is completed.

The Symetra Tour keeps growing
The Road to the LPGA 
passes through Stoney 
Point in Greenwood

At first it seemed like the idea of a professional golf 
tour stopping in Greenwood and being successful was a 
reach. However, the Self Regional Foundation Women’s 
Health Care Classic has become the standard by which all 
other Symetra tournaments are measured.

“We have enjoyed the fact that the women who play 
on the Tour have named us their favorite tournament,” 
said Jim Medford, who brought the tournament to his club 
three years ago.

Since it began in 2014 the tournament at Stoney Point 
has set the record for biggest purse on the tour, but more 
important to Medford it also makes the largest contribu-

tion to charity.
“The local charities have been able to put the money to 

good use. We can see the impact we have on children and 
women’s health services every day in the area,’  he said.

It is hard to keep coming up with ways to top yourself 
when you are at the top, This year Medford believes refining 
the product and creating more interaction with the event 
sponsors is important.

“We have moved our legends Pro-Am to Wednesday. 
Our sponsors enjoy having the chance to play with Nancy 
Lopez, Jan Stephenson, Sherri Turner and Hollis Stacey 
to name a few, and then enjoy the tournament through the 
weekend,” he said.

Each year attendance has increased and this year 
Medford hopes the tournament can get close to 20,000 
spectators for the week.

“The golf is great. These women all can play and our 
last three winners have gone on to compete on the LPGA 

Tour,” he noted.
While some subtle aspects of the tournament have 

been changed to improve the experience for fans, one area 
hasn’t been touched.

The par 3, 13th hole along Lake Greenwood is still 
the place to see great golf shots and have fun. It sets the 
tone for the entire tournament.

“This tournament has made a major impact on the 
Lakelands area not only for the charities, but also for the 
local economy. Every hotel room in the area is filled and 
restaurants stay very busy,” said the tournament director.

This year the tournament will be played starting on 
May 11th and concludes on May 14th. Tickets can be 
purchased for one round or the entire tournament online 
at www.stoneypointclassic.com.

“It takes the whole Lakelands to put on this tourna-
ment. You can see the pride everyone takes in it in Green-
wood and the Lakelands community,” concluded Medford.



Upstate Amateur Schedule
The Amateur schedule has  
a mix of stroke play and 
team tournaments

The Golf ClubPage 14 April  2017

If you make an ace, please give the information to 
your club pro and ask him to send it to us at golfclubsc@
gmail.com.

We would like to know the hole, the distance, the 
club and the names of your witnesses.

Juergen Buch, Boscobel, #10, 167 yds, 5 wood. 
Witnesses - Chris Miller, Taylor White, Morgan Deck, 
Brad Bryce, Will Landry.

Lucas Hassey (12 years old) Southern Oaks, #4 
Witnesses - Mackey Thomspon, Colby

Jim Lusk, Pickens CC, #11, 178 yds, 5-iron. 
Witnesses Logan Husk.

Bryant Welfare, Carolina Springs, #17.
Kim Russell -  Links O’Tryon - #15 100 yds, 6 

Iron. 
James Romines - Links O Tryon - #7 126 yds, 9 

iron.

There is no official start to the spring golf season, but 
the Masters always seems to be the time when everyone 
gets back into the game.

The Upstate has a full schedule of events for most of 
April and May.

A number of two-man events and several stroke play 
events should help get tournament golfers ready for the 
summer schedule.

Please send your tournament information to us at 
least 6 weeks in advance of your event. We would like 
to receive, dates, eligibility, any special features of the 
event and registration information.

EMAIL: golfclubsc@gmail.com
Two-Man Scramble, April 1-2, Cherokee National. 

The tournament is open to all golfers. Gift Certificate 
Pay-out, Entry fee includes lunches, range, carts. Optional 
Skins game.

Call the golf shop at 864-489-9417 to register.
Texas-Two Man, April 22-23, Pickens Country 

Club, The tournament is open to all golfers and will be 
flighted after the first round.

Call the golf shop to register at 864-878-6083
J.P. Traynham,  April 29-30th, Paris Mountain 

Country Club. The stroke play tournament is open to all 
golfers and flighted after the first round. Senior Division 
available.

Call the golf shop at 864-834-4781 to register.
Rolling Green Individual Stroke Tournament, 

May 6th and 7th, Rolling Green Golf Club. Open to all 
golfers. Flighted after the first round. Call the pro shop for 
entry info. 864 859 7716.

Upstate Two-Man Championship, May 21 - 22nd, 
Greer Country Club. The team event is open to all golfers 
and is flighted after the first round

Entry information and registration is available online 
at www.upstategolfclub.com.

The Greenwood Country Club Invitational, May 
21-22nd. Greenwood Country Club. While the tourna-
ment is an invitational, golfers may request an invitation to 
play in the event. The tournament is limited to 88 golfers.

This is an amateurs only tournament. Golfers must 
have a 5 or less handicap and should be a state level 
or college competitor. Previous experience in CGA or 

Upstate 
Aces

Holes-in-One

SCGA state events will be considered when invitations 
are extended.

The 36 hole  championship is flighted after the first 
round of play.

Contact Kevin Hill at 864 942-8850 or email:kevin.
hill@greenwoodcountryclub.com

Coca-Cola Spartanburg Co Women’s Amateur, 
May 17-28th, Carolina Country Club. The tournament is 
open to all women golfers who are residents of Spartanburg 
County or members of Spartanburg County golf clubs.

High School and college golfers are encouraged to 
play in the tournament.

The event will have a senior division and will be 
flighted after the first round.

Entry information is available on line at www.Fist-
teeUpstate.com.  

Festival of Flowers, June 10-11th, The Patriot at 
Grand Harbor. The tournament is open to amateurs only 
age 15 and up with a current USGA Handicap Index.

Three divisions include Championship, Club and 
Senior (50 and up). Gift certificates are awarded to Flight 
winners.

Entry fee includes golf, range, carts and lunch both 
days.

Entry forms are available from Craig Malone at 
craig@grandharbor.net

GREER GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

Greer Country Club - 2299 Gap Creek Road - Greer, 29651 - 864-877-9279

Public Welcome

“A Shot Makers Course”
Time to book your Spring Outings at Greer. Great Dates Available Now!

Become A Member 
Join Now for $100 Per Month!

No Initiation Fee
3 Month membership recommended

APRIL RATES
Monday - Friday

18 holes & cart
$28.00

SENIOR RATES
Monday - Friday

18 holes & cart
$25.00

Super Saturdays
$28.00 
after 12
Includes Seniors
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Let Us Host Your Next Tournament or Outing! Call Bill Robinson at the Golf Shop (864) 244-8937

Seniors Play Monday - Friday for $27.00

Twi Light Special 
$27.00 $37.00

Weekdays           Weekends

After 
1 PM

www.pebblecreek-club.com

101 Pebble Creek Dr  
Taylors

864-244-8937

Ask About Our 
Discount For 

Pre-Paid 
Annual 

Membership!Regular Rates
$37.00 $47.00

Weekdays             Weekends

18 holes 
& cart

Hurricane Matthew in October did significant damage to  Hilton Head, Island. The Harbour Town golf course 
lost over 200 trees and the harbor around the 18th hole was damaged. The course has transplanted trees and 
cleaned up the damage and is ready for the RBC Heritage this month.

Harbour Town is ready
Hurricane clean-up 
puts Heritage course 
back in top shape

When Hurricane Matthew roared 
across Hilton Head Island last October it 
produced significant damage to the commu-
nity. The Harbour Town Golf Links were 
not spared from their share of destruction.

The course, which has hosted South 
Carolina’s only PGA Tour event for 48 
years, suffered major tree damage  and 
some problems with the playing surface.

“We lost over 200 trees, but fortunately 
only a few of them had an effect on the 
way the course plays,” said Carey Corbitt, 
the Director of Sports and Operations for 
Sea Pines Plantation. “The largest number 
of trees were outside the playing area,” 
he said.

The hardest hit area on the course was 
around the tenth tee and fairway and the 
16th fairway. The area opens to Calibogue 
Sound.

“On ten and on sixteen we had to 
replace some trees, but the replacements 
did not change the playing character of 
the holes. In fact none of the trees we had 
to replace will cause golfers to play the 
course different than they did last year,” 

said Corbitt.
The ninth hole was another place that 

needed attention after the hurricane. The 
short par-4 hole features two pine trees that 
pinch the fairway and can influence shot 
selection off the tee. 

“When fans come to this year’s tourna-
ment we want them to know that we have 
put the hurricane behind us and we are go-
ing ahead with another great event,” said 
tournament director Steve Wilmot.

The tournament field will include a 
pair of former Gamecock golfers Wesley 
Bryan and Mark Anderson.

Former Clemson golfers Lucas Glover, 
Ben Martin, Greenville’s Bill Haas , Spar-
tanburg’s William McGirt and Aiken’s 
Kevin Kisner will also be in the field.

Tickets are available at the event 
website, www.rbcheritage.com. They will 
also be available at the gate.

Heritage Parking
Some of the damage around the island 

has caused the Heritage to come up with a 
new parking plan for spectators.

Again this year there will be no general 
admission parking within Sea Pines. 

Parking is available at the Hilton Head 
Schools complex. The address is 70 Wil-
born Drive. Shuttle bus service will take 
fans to and from the golf course and operate 
from 6:30 am to 9:30 pm.

Madelene Sagstrom
2016 Champion

May 11th - 14th
Symetra Tournament

Road to the LPGA

Don’t miss the special fun 
on “LUCKY HOLE #13” 

 Saturday - Fireworks Excitment 
Over Lake Greenwood 8 PM

Sunday - Mothers Day Brunch
Call For Reservations

864-942-0903

Tickets  $5 Daily Pass  - $15 Weekly Pass
Free Parking included with all Tickets

Available Online at www.stoneypointclassic.com

709 Swing About       Greenwood 
Tee Times 864-942-0900 www.thelinksatstoneypoint.com

Stoney Point is the new home 
of the 

Tommy Pendley Golf Academy

$42 Mon -Thur
$49 Fri - Sun

Twilight After 3 pm
$35 Mon -Thur 

$39 Fri - SunSr. $35 Mon-Thu
Masters Week Exluded
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$39 Fri-Sun
Before Noon

$29 Mon-Thurs
Before Noon

$25 Mon-Thurs
After Noon

$35 Fri-Sun
After Noon

$23 Mon-Thurs
Seniors  Anytime

April Rates

Join Cherokee Valley Now!
Get Your First Month FREE!

Call the golf shop for details

Don’t miss out on our specials 
on social media!

8000 Pelham Rd. Greenville, SC
864.288.0001 / TheEagleZone.com

Open 9 am - 8 pm Daily

See it Fly Before You Buy! 

Now Available at the App Store
The Eagle Zone Golf Center

   2016 TOP 50

We’ve got a membership just for you!
$35 p/m Age 13 to HS Grad

Includes unlimited range, use of putting green and bunkers, discounted rates at Carolina Springs
$60 p/m Regular Membership

Expert 
Club 
Repair

Don’t Allow Your Body To Let You Down!

Fitness Training at Eagle Zone is the Answer!

Swing Away During Our Happy Hours!
           9 am to 11 am  &  5 pm to 8 pm
$10 FOR ANY SIZE BUCKET

Spring Golf Season is Here!
Tune-Up your game with lessons NOW!

Let the Experts Give 
You An Expert Fit!

New
i200 
Irons

We also expertly fit Callaway & TaylorMade!


